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Susan Heagney 
Rochester Psychiatric Center 
Regional Forensic Unit 
1111 Elmwood Ave. 
Rochester, NY 14620-3005 


Dear Ms. Heagney, 


October 27, 1997 
1668 T nlma.nsburg Rd. 
Ithaca,. NY 14850-9213 


Here are the notes from Dr. Matusiewicz and Ellen Stotz, along with some journal 
articles on Geschwind Syndrome and an extensive collection of personal material 
which helps establish my dil3.gnosis as Temporal Lobe Epilepsy with a. seizure focus on 
the left side (my writing and songwriting a.mply document relevant symptoms 
including hypergre.phia,. anger. chronic mild paranoia,. and intense 
philosophicaVreligious pre-occupation-including revelatory religious states). The 
source code fur dl3.teComet is the ultiml3.te proof of hypergraphi~ it's copyrighted and 
contains trade secrets proprietary to data beast, Inc. and Cornell University, so I G-an't 
share it. I intend to bring along a copy to at least one interview to give you some idea 
of the size ~1'J.d complexit'.:I of the code. 


In my opinion the insta.nt offense occurred during a classic attack of 
schizophreniform post-ictal pS".:Ichosis (cf. Slater eta a!. "The schizophrenia-like 
pS".:Ichoses ofepileps"/', Br. J. Psychiany. 1963;109:95-150) following seizures prompted 
by extreme stress, use of psychotropic medications as prescribed (Prozac and 
Trazodone), and abstention from self-medication using cannabis (an effective 
anti-convulsant medication; note that withdrawal from legal anti-convulsants can also 
induce seizures). During the four months over which I completely abste.ined from 
cannabis while on PrOZI3.c (2/97 - 5/97) I hl3.d my first experience of disahling 
hypoma.nia (including flight of idea.s 9.nd intense suicidal preoccupa.tion), indica.ting 
that delirium due to serotonin syndrome may also have been a factor in my behavior 
on 2/6/97. 


My stress and tendency to paranoia was of course dramatically intensified due to 
these truths, which I knclYv as a certainty and from which I will not budge: that 


1) I was DvVI 12/22/96 only beca.use I was given 13. spiked drink. 
2) Sgt. Cura.tolo nearly rea.r-ended me in order to provoke me to speed 


(see the transcript of his testimony, which strongly supports my position). 
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3) There was no sexual or other assault on Susan Hamann 12129/96, rather I 
had good grounds to believe our activities were consensual, and 


4) I never threatened to do physic8.1 harm of 8.ny sort to Sgt. Cur8.tolo. 


The police were indeed following me around on the evening of 2/6/97. for reasons I 
could not comprehend except as part ofa (non-existent) "larger plot", since I was 
unaware that the Ithaca Police Dep8.rtment had issued a alert (12/30/96) cl8.iming I 
had made a "threat 8.gainst a police officer" in which I supposedly vQ,ved "to kill Sgt. 
Curatolo at the earliest opportunity." I was not allowed to legally communicate in 
any way with Susan Hamann due to an Order of Protection from that date, which was 
issued pursuant to Susan's false claims (F'I'SD strikes ag8.in!). so I could not correct my 
delusional misapprehensions regarding her possible relationship to Clarice Starling 
("Silence of the Lambs". Thomas Harris) without committing a Class F felony. 


Indeed, since I had no countervailing sources of dat8., was not 8.llowed to contact 
Susan, 8.nd had been cut off from therapeutic counselling, my beliefs at that time 
c~nnot even be described as truly" delusional"; I could have been stopped at any 
point along my course with the" stroke of a f'es.ther": you'll note that I have been 
imI8.ri8.bly described 85 "cooper8.tive" by the police, 8.nd that indeed this W8S held 
against me 8.S evidence that I was "ra.tional" by lega.l standards 8.nd possessed the 
criminal_mens rea..... at the time of the arscln. 


The irony is that the 8.rson occurred only 8.S a result of 8.n incredible string of 
coincidences, beginning with my first reading of Silence of the L8mbs on 2/3/97, 
building to the point at which I experienced congruent auditolY hallucinations 
beginning midnight 2/6/97, and culminating in the (real) presence of a three foot tall 
three-fingered left ha.nd in Sust'J.n's trt'J.iler 8.CroSS from a. ct'J.n ofinflt'J.mm8.ble m8.terial 
ne8.tly set on the floor, resting on mirrors, below three hat-r8.cks with summer hats set 
on their tops, a tableaux which is chilling if you consider its relationship to the 
5-fingered Hannibal Leeter and the "tableaux" which are a prominent theme in the 
Silence of the L8.mbs. You cannot comprehend the fear I felt without reading the book, 
in which Sus8.n's ch8.ra.cter 8.nd characteristics nicely fit the cha.r8.cter ofCla.rice 
Starling (to the extent of having actually used the key image of Clarice 
selt!referentially ~Nithout referring to it as a source-Cla.rice as c:rOlv. distracted ~J shiny 
things without v8.lue), 8.nd a.ccepting th8.t I *rea.lly* believed a.t the time tha.t Ht'J.nniba.l 
Lecter a.ctua.lly existed a.nd ha.d threa.tened to unlea.sh biotcQ{ins based on a.nthrax, and 
possessed a clear and deep understanding of the horrifYing ramifications which would 
ensue if such 8. threa.t were carried out. 


I later figured out tha.t Ha.nniba.l Lecter was, indeed, so convincing because he was 
based in large part on a real doctor. fortunately a humanitarian: Dr. John Money. 
forensic sexologist ;~md pediatric neuroendoc:rinologist. I've 8.1S0 l'::'een able to speak 
with Susa.n since the Order of Protection expired ~.t the end of June, 8.nd I believe her 
diS8.vOIva.l of $JI.l1Y connection wha.tsoever v.,rith either the book or with the FBI (she put 
it this V-lay: "No ... I alo;N;:S.ys \.· .. ranted to work for the CIA, though!" Evidently her 







quotation was unconscious, since she had been given the book but did not recall 
reading it). 


Please note tha.t I reject a.11 diagnoses tha.t claim I suffer from Bipolar I Disorder, 
Borderline Personality Disorder. current Alcohol Abuse, and Cannabis Dependence. I 
believe my chronic light use-ofca.nnabis (preferring .25-.5 gmlday of II commercial" 
sativtl, relatively low in psychoactive THe content and relatively high in 
non-psychoactive anti-convulsant CBD content) has been an appropriate a.nd 
medically justifiable (if largely unwitting) means of coping with the unpleasant 
psychological and physical symptoms I suffer. which include not only the symptoms 
ofTLE but also symptoms a.ssocia.ted with .z...IS or polyneuropathy (most remarkably the 
progressive distal and occipital parasthesia and accompanying confusional states 
which practically disabled me early in January 1997). 


Also, contra.ry to claims that I "reject the frame ofself.medication" (Amari Meader) 
and reject scientific research on cannabis as "all gO'o/t-political" (Fnm MarkO\ler). I ha.ve 
consistently maintained to my therapists from my first session with Dr. Matusi~..vicz 
that I am selfmedica.ting. and tha.t the preponderance of scientific research a.nd 
reputa,ble medica.l opinion supports the claim tha.t chronic ca.nnabis use is less 
harmful to human health than use of tobacco, a.lcoho~ or benzodia.zepines, while 
having notable therapeutic benefits. Current authoritative support for this position 
includes the British f·iedical Associa.tion, the American Public Health Association, the 
N.a.tiona.! Association of Addictions Nurses, 8.nd the editorial boa.rds of Lancet, Jf.MA, 
and the NEJM, a.!ong with reporting committees established by the NIH a.nd the AMA. 


Sony about getting this out a little late, and the volume of the ma.terial involved, 
but I'd like the record tl:) be complete, and proof of hypergr6.phia. must by definition be 
s.b1.lnda.nt! 


Thanks. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric Saunders a/kla bonze blayk 


COIHEr>ITS: 


1) Notes by Anna .z...Iatusiewicz, .z...l.D. 
2) Notes tJY Ellen Stotz, I--'1.S.W. 
3) I--iaterial regarding diagnosis of TIE on the basis of inter-ictal 







personality disorders and medicinal applications of cannabis 
relevant to the condition. 


4) Materials pertinent to the arson offense (including excerpts from 
Sgt. Curatolo's testimony under oath and analysis of Silence of 
the Lambs gathered from the'WWW 2/S/W). 


5) KESlbb CV and documents regarding self diagnosis. 
7) KESIbb letters and articles (documenting hypergraphia with heavily 


philosophical content). 
7) KESIbb musical materials: 


a) Lyrics (moralistic philosophizing in a poetic context). 
b) "Auld l'Anxiety" tape (which also establishes my competence with 


8.udio technologies, relevant to my accepting the R radio messages" 
as technically fe851ble communic.-ations). 


c) Live videotape, including a performance ofRBumin' for Youu from 
1995 (also documenting my II peculiaru ... affectedR patterns of speech 
outside therapeutic contexts). 


8) Photographs (please ct: the family portrait with Susan every time 
you note 8. reference to Clarice Starling's physical appearance in 
Silence of the L8.mbs--p8.rticu18.rly her h8.irl). 
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To: 


Employer- ___ _ 


EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PKOGRAM 
INTAKE 


I~ming Date I 6)3/ r ~ 
LLI -Time of Call: p .3 c;. . 


Call taken by: /<1 u . 
Name of Cal1er __ -t-t~~~~~~~~:-, -..--........ / 


Work Phone It ~. 
( ~ ) 


? When III1IdltIble 
Name of Employee if other than Caller: 


Home Phone # if--r3 -ht~~ 
( ) 


-IF CORNEll.: WAS EMPLOYEE ON CURRENT EAP-EUGIBIU1Y usn 
~


. ~ 


~,m~wbre __ ~(7==-~/ ____ ~/ ________________________ _ 
Administrative Unit 


_NO, is Nor on eliwbility list WHY NOT? 


Other information Wven: confidentiality issues/sense of urgency Ipresenting problem: 


~ -:v ~C-L~ c.... 
. ~/5 ~ ~ -;." ~ '-~ \j" 
(£-S; 7Tle~ «-)~5 711l-K-~ /'IA)C.IA.J~ 71Ir5 # -....J! 


Ce1lJOiT/t:>N -er:::-Et-L1JC(.0Y1'4£NT ~I/..>-Z ~ 


~-/~~~) 


Outcome 


~~. 


Letter Sent: ______________________________ _ 











I 


PROGRESS NOTES 


PLEASE include the following: 1) Date; ·2) Type of contact, e.g., appointment, walk-in, 


telephone, no-show; 3) If appointment, note all persons present; and focus of 
discussion;4) Your initials ,or signature. 


~. 











I. presenting problem 


pata pocumenting problem: (Include information from supervisor with required referrals) 


I. 


2. 


3. 


ASSESSMENT 


pg 2 







B. Treatment Plan: 


Disposition of Case: 


X Referre4 to: ~ ~ ~ A 
\f~'A7 --- tldf bU.d<R., 


> J ) 


__ Assessment completed; no referral needed and/or desired by client 


__ Client terminated before assessment completed 
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A Statement Regarding My Alleged Misdemeanors 


Sgt. Curatolo (IPD) charges that I sped from Seneca Street through the West End to Cliff Street at a very 
high average speed over 50 MPH on 12/22/97 ending at 1:51 AM (LB 960783-5, LB 960784-6, LB960785-0). 


Ullbelievable! ... Why? Because I care passiollately about traffic safety in the West End! 


I was a West End resident myself for 9 years, and a professional pizza delivery person for 1 114 years working 
from Domino's old "downtown" location on Taughannock Blvd. 


Domino's Pizza: 19803 mos. 20 hours/week; 1981-82 1 year full time driver serving Ithaca Area except North 


Campus of Cornell, including Ithaca College and West Hill. Perfonnance reference: Bruce Stark (owner/manager). 


In July 1984 I moved into 607 W. Buffalo #1 (Nicholas residence). (Would I willingly endanger, e.g., Mr. Nichols 


Senior, who worked for 20-years as a cook at Joe's, his wife deceased-she used to bring us cookies!-, resident at 607 
for 40 years? Absurd!). 


In June 1986 I purchased the house at 721 W. Court St., and resided there until June 1993 with my ex-wife Anne 


Marie Whelan and my daughter Rachel Anne Whelan. They still reside there; Rachel attends Beverly 1. Martin 


Elementary School (one of the reasons we separated is because I wanted to move out of the West End promptly before 


it became the traffic and Clime disaster zone it is today, while my wife wanted to stay and keep her garden and the 


convenience of pedestrian travel downtown: she just didn't want to give up on the West End). 


o I walked regularly to Cornell from 721 W. Court St.; I was employed by CIT throughout this period and 
occupied offices in Caldwell Hall. 


o I used the Comell OmniRide program as soon as it became available (walking regularly from home to the 


Greyhound Station on W. State St. to make the commute) and continued to use OmniRide (saclificing a 


subsidized 'N' lot sticker in retum for an unl imited bus pass) until I moved to Trumansburg in June 1993. 


Through1987 and 1988 I was an active advocate of pedestrian rights and the only known public advocate of the 


Route 96 "Null Alternative" to do "nothing" to "improve" traffic flow in the West End during the debates and public 
hemings. I entered a statement at the NYSDOT Route 96 hemings also (Anne Marie did also; we attended this in a 


driving snowstOlm with Rachel, then still an infant), along with many other public statements on this matter. 


(I was actually videotaped at at "public meeting" in JanualY 1988, and my statements appeared in a cable program 


aired repeatedly on Cable 13 by the advocates of Plan D, which mixed a heated statement I made regarded traffic 


hazards, speeding, running red lights etc. in the West End in after another bunch of very reasonable statements about 


the needs for improved traffic flows ... in fact my taking the microphone was provoked by Reuben Weiner assailing me 


as a "cynic" for my letters in the Joumal opposing the "improvements", and the more reasonable advocates in fact 


appeared at a wholly different "Coalition for Improved Roads" "public meeting"! At the end of this particular meeting 


I discussed these problems with Noel Desch, then the Town Supervisor of LanstIig,Who told me that running through 


red lights [just after the light has turned red] was customary in the Ithaca area!) 


This accustion is infamous and outrageous: it is based ONLY on Sgt. Curatolo's provocation and radar 
clocking of a speeding "offense" by aggresively tailgating me on lower Cliff Street near Kolar's while falsifying 
his position reports (probably claiming he was in "hot pursuit" through the Octopus, as he then "hung back" 
on Cliff St. waiting to "catch up" with me), which made it appear that I travelled at a high rate of speed through 
the West End after I left Micawbers' and started to drive to my home at 1668 Trumansburg Rd. at 1:41 AM (the 
time I noted on the Commons clock at Buffalo and Tioga, which I faced as I entered my car and made the right 
turn onto Seneca St.). 


After being pulled over for this completely fabricated "violation" I was charged, falsely, I believe, with 
DWI. I firmly believe that I am innocent of all charges made, and also that Sgt. Curatolo committed several 


major crimes in the process of falsely arresting me. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Elic Saunders 
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Beat 


. Ethnic Origin: 


o Other 0 Unknown 0 Hispanic ~ Hispanic 


Ethnic Origin: 


o Asian 0 Other 0 Unknown 0 Hispanic 0 Non Hispanic 0 Unknown 
Description: 


o Not at Scene 0 Warrant Requested 0 Other 
Arrest No. 


Date of Birth Relationship ~ ~ 


~-\cL. 
Do'7'stiC Incident Report Receipt Issued? If NO, Reason: ate I I 
Iil'Yes 0 No l lA/I Itt.-
Circumstances of This Case: 0 Biting 0 Choking 0 Destroying Property 0 Forcible Restraint liil'trabbing 0 Hair Pulling 0 Homicide 0 Injury to Child 0 Kicking 0 Pulling Phones From Wall 


o Punching mushing 0 Pushing I Slamming Into Walls 0 Sexual Abuse 0 Slapping 0 Threats With Weapon(s) 0 thrOwing Items 0 Using Weapon(s) KrbaI Abuse 0 OIlIer 


False Statements are punishable as a Class A Misdemeanor, Victim's Signature Date 


pursuant to Section 210.45 of the Penal Law. 


Other Involved Agency(s) 


Is There Reasonable Cause to Suspect A Child May Be the Victim of Abuse, Any Guns in the House? Any Guns Seized? Household Member Have a Pistol Permit? Penntt Seized? 
Neglect or Maltreatment? 0 Yes 0 No 0 Yes 0 No 0 Yes 0 No 0 Yes 0 No 
DYes 0 No t-:P=-erm-:i=-7t No,....;.=: ~--~~lssu;;..,i;.:.ng;;"C..:::ou::,nty-:'---.=.T:N.,..a....:me:::.....--------'----i 


If Yes, Repertin Officer must Contact the NYS Child Abuse Hotline Registry #1-800-635-1522. 
REFERRALS: 0 Child Protective Services 0 Licensing Bureau Name of Person Notified: 


o Other Outside Agency Date: Notified By: 
Date 
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: '~p.L. 530~13 
" WrPV 


(Order of Prote~tio·n "Non'. Family Offense) 
12194 


, ~~fl~~ , 
ORINo: J..( '/;' 0 .!5y)')-I V t1J t.AJ AI Court County of iii Ju. ~ 1< (JU. ' , 
Order No: iqt;6- ?- 6 ,(address) I ~ I;;'. $ lEdiGc c;4= • Sta of New York . ~~~ ORDEROFPROTE~N 


or 031. 


Docket No. 
People of the State of New York Indictment No. _____ _ 


a Ex Parte 
• against. (cbeck if applicable) 


" 


kGvt:~ ~. Sfj=U'tOJ)eiLS 
Defendant 


Part ____ I _ Charges 


NOTICE: YOUR WILLFUL FAILURE TO OBEY THIS ORDER MAY SUBJECf YOU TO MANDATORY 
ARREST, CRIMINAL,PROSECUTlON,AND AFTER COURT HEARING, RESULT IN YOUR 
INCARCERATION FOR UP TO FOUR YEARS FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT. ',IF THIS IS A 
TEMPORARY ORDER-OF PROTECI10N AND YOU FAIL TO APPEAR IN COURT,WBEN YOU ARE 
REQUIRED TO DO SO, THIS ORDER MAY BE EXTENDED IN YOUR ABSENCE AND CONI'INUE IN 


. EFFECf UNI'IL YOU REAPPEAR IN COURT. 


, A TEMPORARY ORDER OF PROTECI10N - Whereas good'cause has been sho~ for,thcissuance ora . 
temporary order of protection [as a condition of 0 recognizance 0 release on bail OadjoummCDt in contemplation 
of dismissal]. ' , 


[] FINAL ORDER OF PROTEcrlON - Whereas defendant has been convicted of [sp~ ,crime or violation] 


And the Court having made a deteDn;ination in accordance With section _ of the Criminal Proc¢ure Law" 


It is hereby ordered that the above-named defendant observe the following conditions ofbcbavior: 
Check Paragraphs Which Apply. ... -


Stay away from B([name(s) ofprotectedpcrsons] .5 P? a-t! 1<· Hehir &}J~ 
andlor from the Jiifhome of ______ --'F1~8::;.:c):::;..".;..~~ _________ _ 


Q school of~------_____ ":_~:r__---------
~usiness of t9=J3ttJ} Il 
~1acemcmp~l~--cm-o-f~--~~~~~d~v~~~~-----------
Oo~~ ______________________________ ____' 


., 
, " 


. '.~-
........ 


,'r~{ 
~ • 0" ".~ 


•• -!C 0
" • 


. ,' . 


:.0. 







./-. " ~ .. . . !:-..~_ 032-, ~ /c.P.L. 530.13 Form 2 pa&e 2. . 
(Order of Protection Non - Family Offense) -. 


12194 


" (Case Name) (Order of Protection Number) (Docket l'{umber) 


• 
Refrain from harassing, intimidating, threatening or otherwise interfering with the victim or victims oCthe 
alleged offense and su~h members oC the family or household oC such victim or victims as shaD be specifically 
named [spccifyvictims'~o'rpersoDS] 5 Us trg J?... ttfftVt r/}--d 111 


It is furtber ordered that tltis order ofprotectioD shall remain in effect Wlti1 


DATED: / ;I~.,( 


;8\Defeudant advised in ~ourt of issuance of Order. i\ 


Received by Defendant d~~·c..-------
'- (signature) 


. D Service Executed Date: ___ _ Tune: ____ _ 


, 


.. ~ 


The Criminal Procedure Law provides that preseotation of a copy of this order of protection to any police 
officer or peace officer acting pursuant to his or her special duties shall authorize, and in some SituatiODS may require, 
such officer to mest a defendant who has violated its terms and to bring him (her) before the Court to face whatever 


.. '':.';" .. 


penalties. may be imposed therefon;. .. 


~ . ". 
-~ . ':'0: 


-







BRIAR PATCH VETERINARY HOSPITAL 


706 Elmira Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 


(607) 272-2828 


C LIE N TIN V 0 ICE 


Client: Susan K. Hamann Phone: H:277-5808 (607) W: (607) Ext: 


Address: 1168 Trumansburg Road City: Ithaca, New York 


Name: Bernadette Breed: Am.Short Hair 


Sex: Female (spayed) Weight: 8 pounds/grams 


Patient II 7355 A MicrochipIDIl 


Vaccination Expiration Date Rabies Information 


VACCINATION Rabies Jan 13 2000 Tag No. : 
FVRCP Serial II: 


STATUS Leukemia Name :RABGUARD 
ANNUAL PHYSICAL Jan 13 1998 


SERVICES for Bernadette 


Jan 17 1997 


MEDICATIONS •.••••••••••••••••• Clavamox 62.5 mg tablets 


TRANSACTION NO. 20 Cashier: MH SUBTOTAL: 
Dr. Carolyn McMaster 


On Mar 30 1997 Bernadette should be seen again. 


TOTAL DUE: 


PAYMENT: 


~ .... _V:.:I::S::.:.: _.,:!!-=----
BALANCE DUE: 


Date: Jan 29 1997 


Zip Code: 14850 


Color: Torti-Tab 


Age: 19 yrs 0 mos 


AMOUNT 


14.30 


14.30 


14.30 


~ 
0.00 







PATIENT: Bernadette 
Breed: Am.Short Hair 
Color: Torti-Tab 


Weight: 8 


OWNER: Susan K. Hamann 
1168 Trumansburg 
Ithaca, New York 


Phone: H: 277-5808 (607) 


Road 


W: 


Sex: FS 
D.O.B.: 01/01/1978 


14850 


(607) Ext: 


Medical Records Report 


Vaccination 
Expiration 


Status: 


Rabies: 01/13/2000 
Ser #: 
Vacc: RABGUARD 


Tag #: 


Date: Mar 07 1997 


FVRCP: / / 
FeLV: / / 


FIP: 


----- Performed ---- Description/ 
Date Time Pers# Loc Worksheet # Pblm# Svc # Service Name Quantity 


01/13/1997 11 :43 AM 


12:28 PM 


5:24 PM 


5:25 PM 


5:26 PM 


01/15/1997 9:02 AM 


01/17/1997 3:17 PM 


8 
220 


3175 
3586 


610 
620 
705 
802 


6000 
6659 
6660 


Medical Records Comments 
Urinalysis 
pH 6.5, rest NSF 
s.g. 1.025 
Sed.(HPF 10cc) - NSF 
Msg: CALL THURS 
Dx: 830 Dental Calculi 
Dx: 870 Gingivitis 
Dx: 334 Tachycardia 
ANNUAL PHYSICAL EXAM 
FELINE RABIES - 3 YEAR 


RabieS-Defensor 
Syringes 3cc x 22g x 3/4" 


URINALYSIS 
COMPLETE BLOOD COUNT 
COMPLETE HEALTH PROFILE 
T-4 
WEIGH PATIENT 
New Client 
New Medical Record 
INPUT SCREEN: Chemistries 
ALB [ 3.01 
ALKP [85 
ALT [46 
AMYL [829 
BUN [ 33.8 
Ca [ 9.23 
CHOL [112.7 
CREAT [ 1.88 
GLUCOSE [116.6 
PHOS [ 3.68 
TBILI [0.00 
TP [ 6.59 
GLOBULIN [ 3.58 
Medical Records Comments 


Feline 
(2.90-3.90»G/DL 
(0-193»IU 
(0-100»IU 


(456-1376» IU 
(14.0-36.0»MG/DL 
(8.10-11.60»MG/DL 
(65.0-225.0»MG/DL 
(0.80-2.40»MG/DL 
(54.0-145.0»MG/DL 
(3.10-7.50»MG/DL 
(0.00-0.50»MG/DL 
(5.70-8.90»G/DL 
(2.40-4.40»G/DL 


T4 ; 5.4 ** ug/dl (Normal 0.8-3.9) 
INPUT SCREEN: CBC Feline 
HCT [35.6 
HGB [11.1 
MCHC [31.2 
WBC [ 7.0 
GRANS [ 4.9 


[70)% 


(24.0-45.0»% 
(8.0-15.0»g/dl 


(30.0-36.9»g/dl 
(5.0-18.9»thou/ml 


(2.5-12.5»thou/ml 
GRANS 
LYMPHS/MONOS 
LYMPHS/MONOS 
PLATELETS 
RETlCULOCYTES 


[2.1 (1.5-7.8»thou/ml 
[30)% 
[203 (175-500» thou/ml 
[ 0.8)% 


Medical Records Comments 
T4 baseline (C.U.): 4.89 ug/dl (1.5-4.0) 


2581 Clavamox 62.5 mg tablets 28 
Give one tablet every 12 hours (twice daily) 
gone. Call with progress report in 14 days. 
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I believe, i believe 
I want a riff 
Will you still love me tomorrow 
TWO 
Where will I get off tonight 
I'd swear I'd heard that song before 
T-bar 'on 
Burnin' for you 
Caro 
Just plain wendy 
Hall of mirrors 


Pensive tune 
Confusion 


Covers? 
My wife 
Like a hurricane 
Go your own way 
The dark and the rolling sea 
Lola 
o lucky man 
I'm so tired 
Behind blue eyes 
Here in heaven 
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Burnin' for You 
©1981 Donald Roeser (Buck Dharma) and Richard Meltzer 


Home in the valley ... 
Home in the city ... 
Home isn't pretty: 
Ain't no home for me ... 


Home in the darkness ... 
Home on the highway; 
Home isn't my way: 
Home I'll never be ... 


Bum out the day, 
Bum out the night, 
I can't see no reason to put up a fight .. . 
I'm livin' for givin' the Devil his due .. . 
And I'm bumin', I'm bumin', I'm bumin' for you ... 
I'm bumin', I'm bumin', I'm bumin' for you ... 


Time is the essence ... 
Time is the season; 
Time ain't no reason ... 
Got no time to slow. 


Time everlasting ... 
Time to play besides; 
Time ain't on my side: 
Time I' n never know. 


Bum out the day, 
Bum out the night, 
I'm not the one to tell you what's wrong or what's right. 
I've seen and sensed at this phase in our lives that we're through ... 
But I'm bumin', I'm bumin', I'm bumin' for you ... 
I'm bumin', I'm bumin', I'm bumin' for you ... 
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VOI.IlNTARY STATEMENT 
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State of New York ) 


PAGE ONE OF TWO PAGES 
Bate. JANUARY 3 t, 199, 


?-br-(.'C{j b I 1'1 ~rl 


County of Tompkins ) ss: KEVIN E. SAUNDERS DOB 05/01/56 


Town of Dryden ) 


I, Kevin E. Saunders do hereby state that I am 40 years old, having been born on May, 01, 
1956. I presently reside at 1668 Trumansburg Rd., Ulysses, NY 14850 


I am giving this statement to Investigator Jeffery D Hall and Trooper Robert R. Turnbull, 
. members of the New York State Police after being advised of the following: 


I have the right to remain silent. 


If I give up that right, anything I do say can and will be used against me in 
a court or courts of law. 


I have the right to talk to a lawyer, and have that lawyer present while I am 
being questioned. 


If I cannot afford to hire a lawyer, one will be appointed to represent me 
free of charge, and, before any questioning if I wish. 


I may decide at any time to exercise these rights, and to not answer any 
questions or make any statements. 


I fully understand these rights, and having these rights in mind, I wish to make the following 
statement: That on February 06,1997, at approximately 5:00 A.M. I left my residence drove to ': 
Hillside Trailer Park, lot #312. I believed that I was receiving messages oUgh e 0 te m ~ £B 
me to kidnap my estranged girlfriend Susan Hamann who I thought was living at the above Q'l2(..q;z", r 


mentioned address. I brought along with me a butcher knife and another kitchen knife to use in my ts£ •. 
atteplpt to dkidnap\\ my estranged girlfriend. I arrived at Hillside Trailer Park, lot #312 at 
approximately 5:30 A.M. I went to the door and started to knock on it but nobody answered. I b~"..L\J"i... 
began to knock on it vigorously for a few more minutes. Then I Ae aided to enter the trailer so I \ W t 
opened the window located to the immediate left of the door and climbed inside. Upon entering the ii' 
trailer I was thinking that I had to hmry because I had to kidnap Susan so I went through all the 
rooms in the trailer looking for her. ~ aid AU: f.iftEl taa SO I saw a bunch of cans in the kitchen that 
I tho t to be aint remover 0 amt thinner. took one of the cans which was a rectangular can 
approximately 8 inches tall and I believe it was white in color with red and black letters.! poured the 
contents of the cans out onto the kitchen floor and took a lighter that I carried with me in my right 







.. or 024 


skirt pocket and lit the liquid. A fire started on the kitchen so I quickly left the trailer out the trailer 
door. I ran to. my car which was parked in front of the trailer and proceded to drive out of the trailer 
park. I observed a police car entering the trailer park and it passed me on the way out. I turned left 
out of the trailer park onto ST-366 when I noticed the police car was following me.' .... 
~et ... a""'fi¥.sa.I began to g~[ East. The police car continued to follow me until 
. I was near Cornell University where it pulled me over . 


. I have read this statement which consists of 2 pages and the facts contained therein are true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 


N OTI CE: False statements made herein are punishable as a Class A mjsdemeanor 


pursuant to Section 210.45 of the penal Law. 


Subscribed and Sworn to before me 
this 6th day of February, 1997. 


Witness: ~/£(/ 
// .~-:::::'~' - :.".:! 


,,~. "c_ . . J .. ' •• 


NOfARY FU8L.!t';, ;::;T",""';:: '.:' ~.!:'·f ·.'c::;< 
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Susan Hamann and Clarice Starling: Impersonation or Reality? 


On my first reading of The Silence of the Lambs on 2/3/97, which book differs greatly 
from the movie of the same name, I came to several startling conclusions: 


1) Clarice Starling, the FBI trainee, is a spitting image of my beloved, 
Susan Hamann, physically, psychologically, and behaviorally, and there 
are numerous biographical parallels. Indubitably: 


"She's glorious, glorious and remote. I think of her as 
a winter sunset ... " 


Dr. Frederick Chilton to Dr. Hannibal Lecter 


(This is a better description than I've been able to come up with myself ... 
"sunset" reflects the color of her hair, which is indirectly noted in 
other places in the book.) 


2) Jame Gumb and Dr. Hannibal Lecter are likewise based on real characters. 


3) Dr. Lecter was allowed to escape because he had made a credible threat 
to commit global genocide by unleashing a new strain of anthrax he 
developed from a sample obtained from Jame Gumb. He quotes John Donne 
in a letter to Jack Crawford (p. 42): 


"0 wrangling schools, that search what fire 
Shall burn this world, had none the wit 
Unto this knowledge to aspire, 
That this her fever might be it?" 


I'm so sorry about Bella, Jack 


Hannibal Lecter 


Lecter refers to advent of the millenium in his final letter to Clarice 
(p. 366): 


"You owe me a piece of information, you know, and that's what 
I'd like." 


"Orion is above the horizon now, and near it Jupiter, 
brighter than it ever will be again before the year 2000. 
(I have no intention of telling you the time and how high 
it is.) But I expect you can see it too. Some of our stars 
are the same." 


QED: Dr. Lecter has a program for the end of the world, scheduled 
at an appropriate time. 


Q: What does he want in return for aborting the countdown? 


1 







Jame Gumb doesn't *really* scare me: Serial killers in general don't scare me: life 
goes on even if a psycho semi-randomly knocks off a few innocents, or if a war claims 
a few dozen million lives. The death of hundreds of millions at one stroke, the 
collapse of civilization, and (conceivably) the end of human life on earth scares me 
spitless. 


Further research revealed not only that a radical feminist writer, Kathy Acker, has 
written several books, including "My Father, Hannibal Lecter," but also that some of 
the biographical material in these books parallels Susan's history and experience as 
related to me. Some of this material may well have been written by Susan, who is an 
exceptionally talented writer and poet. (Acker states on the back cover of "My 
Father, Hannibal Lecter," "All this writing is based on stolen material .... ). 


Moreover, incredibly, bizarre similarities between The Silence of the Lambs and 
Umberto Eco's The Name of the Rose (again, Eco has acknowledged, in Postscript to the 
Name of the Rose, that much of this book was cribbed, and that it started when he 
"asked a friend with a background in forensics how to kill a monk") lead me to 
believe that Susan might have contributed to this novel (my favorite novel, in my 
estimation the greatest novel of the 20th century, once again concerning a serial 
killer). Fire can be seen as the central theme of both books, although it is very 
coyly "revealed" in Silence of the Lambs. 


This is the background behind which I interpreted songs played by radio station WIll 
(99.9 FM) as coded messages, and believed that voices I heard over the radio on WIll 
the morning of 3/6/97 were plausible as communications transmitted by parties who 
were technically capable of arranging such communications. 


Please note that I have been suffering intermittently from a paranoid delusional 
state caused by a neurological disorder since 12/22/96, the focus of which since 
12/29/96 has been Susan Hamann, towards whom I harbor no ill feelings or intentions 
despite her accusation of harassment on that date; on the contrary, though I have 
occasionally feared her, primarily I fear *for* her. At the height of my attack 
(1/18/97) I was practically incapacitated, flat on my back, palsied, and suffering 
through a lucid onoreitic daymare (awake, rational, but paranoid dream-state) in 
which I experienced the image of Susan Hamann as my anima, who was persecuting me in 
a nightmare world of deSadean immuration (cf. 100 Days of Sodom). (I realized 
shortly thereafter that the Susan's image was of course a projection of my own anima 
onto her form: this is *my* anima, this appalling terrorist ... the vagina dentata I 
finally experienced is in reality my own alienated feminine identity.) 


Note that the only person outside the FBI who can confirm or deny for me the reality 
of these possibilities is Susan Hamann, with whom I have not been allowed to 
communicate due to an Order of Protection which forbids not just stalking with intent 
to annoy, harass, or alarm, but communication of any sort: this lunatic feature of 
the Order of Protection is a crucial element of the recipe for my madness. Cutting a 
paranoid individual off from communication is a recipe for disaster .... 


Over the past two and one-half years, I've had an intense romantic relationship with 
Susan Hamann, with whom I've also shared responsibilities for caring for my daughter 
Rachel Anne Whelan (who spent 2-3 days a week at our home at 1668 Trumansburg). 
Susan was a beautiful wreck when I first met her; she has a number of physical and 
psychological problems, including but not limited to: 


Psychological: 
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Attention Deficit Disorder 
(she did not get high when she undertook a Ritalin trial, 
which establishes that she suffers from an abnormality 
in her dopamine levels) 


Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (childhood abuse, abduction/rape at 15) 
Dissociative Disorder (ditto) 
Borderline Personality Disorder (BPD) (ditto) 


Depression (diagnosed by Dr. Longacre) 


Physical: 


Fibroid Tumors of the reproductive system (3 surgeries) 
Rheumatoid Arthris 
Allergies which cause attacks of hives and life-threatening asthma attacks. 
Numerous physical traumae: 


Damage to back and neck from physical abuse 
(which long preceded our relationship) 


Scar on lip from being thrown by horse at the age of 15. 
Scars on right hand from plate glass which broke while being placed on 


a truck (resulting in damaged tendons). 
Susan's inattention to deadly chemicals has caused her much damage: 


Work constructing the event sensor at CISER (epoxy, washed with raw?) 
various chemical poisons: Toluene, 
Allergens: petrochemical products, engine gunk 


"Anger presents as lust, lupus presents as hives"--Hannibal Lecter, M.D. 
Susan suffers from hives on her face when she gets allergized. 
Rage is the primary affect of those suffering from BPD. 
Quite an astonishing one-line diagnosis! 


OBVIOUS OBSERVATIONAL PARALLELS: 


Susan Hamann is a beautiful, highly intelligent, highly cultured woman with exquisite 
taste in both clothing and art, who is also aggressive both physically and 
psychologically. She is a RN with a specialisation in Psychiatry (she told me she 
studied at TCCC and interned at Willard), who also has practically completed of a BA 
in Psychology and Art History at Wells College. 


Her psychiatrist, Dr. Longacre, consults with the FBI on Satanic cults, according to 
a statement Susan made to me recently. 


BEHAVIORAL PARALLELS: 


The priming clue: I have believed due to my research (including "Without Conscience: 
the Disturbing World of the Psychopaths Among Us," by Dr. Robert Hare, a UCLA 
psychiatrist who was the consultant for the movie version of "The Silence of the 
Lambs") that the psychology of the psychopath makes caring, empathic behavior 
impossible for a true psychopath; according to Dr. Hare, this can be caused by some 
form of failure in fetal brain development. Susan disagrees, and has repeatedly, and 
heatedly, strongly disagreed, STATING: "But in Silence of the Lambs--didn't he care 
about his little dog?" 


I checked out Silence of the Lambs from the Tompkins County Library on February 3, 
1997, because I felt that there was some significance in our disagreement; maybe she 
was right; perhaps I should reconsider my position; there was something there worth 
investigating in order to understand things better. 
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As I read, I recognized a familiar poetic voice being quoted in the first person 
narrative of Clarice Starling: it was Susan Hamann's voice, which I love, and have 
heard over thousands of hours of rambling discussion (often one-sided) over the years 
of our relationship. Clarice Starling: A poetic FBI trainee, a tasteful sex bomb. 
(As an indication of her inclination to patriotic service, Susan once told me she 
almost signed up for the Air Force soon after coming to Ithaca, and that the 
recruiter was very enthusiastic, but she didn't follow through. I told her that I 
didn't think she'd fit into the Air Force very well because she's not a team player.) 


Why would a woman of Susan's intelligence rely on a fictional character for support 
in an argument regarding the nature of criminal psychopaths? Although Gumb is said 
to have been a composite character based on Ed Gein, and no known persons exist who 
exactly parallel Gumb and Lecter, stranger things have happened in our times than the 
suppression of information regarding the apprehension and death of a serial killer 
("There I was, driving around the streets of Kinshasha with the body of Patrice 
Lumumba in the trunk ... " Victor Marchetti, describing an incident in his service 
with the CIA). 


Susan's speech and other parallels include: 


* "We're not in Kansas anymore, Toto ... " 


One of Susan's favorite phrases, used by Clarice. It always seemed natural for a gal 
from Kansas to use this phrase. 


* "Hahahahahahahah! I'LL GET YOU ... AND YOUR LITTLE DOG TOO!" 


One of Susan's favorite jokes, delivered with psychotic conviction! This is a cute 
reference to Gumb: as you may note from Red Dragon, it takes a psycho to catch one 
("set a thief to catch a thief"), and sometimes it's essential to out-psycho the 
psycho. 


* "Jim doesn't understand ... I'm a crow, I like to pick up shiny things, but I don't 
really care about them ... " 


Susan told me this during a phone call, regarding her picking up fashion magazines 
while wandering about Collegetown in the rain; they had been abandoned for garbage 
collection, and then she in turn abandoned them, while this friend of hers picked up 
again to preserve ... 


The story of the crow picking up items from the trash is crucial to Clarice's 
character as related in the book: Lecter likens Clarice to the crow who collects 
worthless items. This is the source of the pun in her name: "Clarice Starling" is 
like a "White Crow": she is a "rare bird," a "compassionate killer," like Will 
Graham in "Red Dragon". (Note that the pun indicates that Hannibal Lecter is NOT at 
all interested in "having her for dinner": he refers he to Alexander Dumas work on 
CU1Slne, which states: "If you cook your own liver, be sure to add some crow." 
Hannibal Lecter, we may rest assured, is not in the least interested in eating crow!) 


Note that Silence of the Lambs abounds in puns, which do not appear in Red Dragon, 
indicating that Thomas Harris had at least some help writing The Silence of the 
Lambs. In general, Silence is head and shoulders above Red Dragon in literary terms, 
and it owes this quality to the distinct voice of the narrator; Red Dragon relies 
solely upon an omniscient narrator, as opposed to alternating "objective" description 
and narration with "subjective" first-person narration, which is indicated by italics 
as in Silence of the Lambs. (Harris' first book, Black Sunday, is literary trash 
pure and simple and posseses no qualities worth examining.) 
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* Snorting (not sniffing, but snorting like a bull). Susan snorts to indicate 
contempt or derision, as does Clarice. I've her do this repeatedly, and I have NEVER 
known or heard of ANYONE else who snorts in this fashion (Susan's contempt can be 
quite intense; one of her favorite retorts to arguments she dislikes is "That's 
ridiculous!" She actually said that once when I told her that up to the age of 18 I 
thought that women are superior to men :-». 


Note that Will Graham likewise snorts to clear the odor of decay in "Red Dragon": I 
presume a forensic pathologist might develop the habit after repeated exposure to 
corpses which have developed "that smell." 


* Susan has often referred to one of her friends who was a Russian sailor, like Klaus 
the Scandavian sailor in "The Silence of the Lambs", one of Jame Gumbs' victims 
(Raspail's lover, whose head winds up in the car in the garage with the Valentines). 


* I've told Susan over and over again: her individualistic tendency to abandon the 
safety of a group gets her into trouble: though she's no fool, she tends to leap 
into unsafe situations with abandon. She consistently violates one of the 
fundamental rules of military strategy: "Never divide your forces." This is a bad 
practice, which weakens your forces from the perspective of psychology as well as 
practical force application. "Divide and Conquer" refers to dividing the forces of 
the enemy, both psychologically and physically: "Defeat in Detail." (The German 
Blitzkrieg of 1940 is the most famous application of these principles in modern 
times.) Clarice has the same problem, charging ahead into dangerous situations (the 
garage where she is poisoned, Gumbs' house) without any backup. 


THINGS WHICH PROFOUNDLY UPSET SUSAN 


To quote: "This scares me!" 


"Love Soldier," a song by Robbie Aceto of Ithaca's own Red Letter 


"Why do I feel 
Like I'm going to war ... 
Every time 
I go out my door? 


I'm a love soldier ... " 


The "I, Claudius" television series, which concerns Livia's campaign of poisoning 
to obtain ultimate power for herself and her family members. 
(A parallel to Lecter, who is an expert poisoner). 


"The Doors" movie, a bad take on both Jim Morrison and Dionysianism 
(Colt Python parallel, Apollo/Dionysus theme which resounds in SOTL: 
Lecter is an Apollonian killer, Gumb is supposedly a Dionysian type, 
although the Dionysian temperment is in truth a Joyful Christian 
type of orientation.) 


"Lecterisms" and "Gumbisms" 


* Spinning. At times Susan has been obsessed with spinning, and has done so herself 
when she's extremely upset ("Why shouldn't I spin? It's normal to spin!"). Lecter 
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spins regularly as a matter of habit. I spin, usually when I dance, but also 
sometimes when I'm extremely upset. 


* Head tilts. Lecter tilts his head. I tilt my head, especially when in my feminine 
mode; Susan hates this, and will say "Don't cock your head at me!" 


* Piaget. I once received a lecture regarding Rachel's upbringing in which Susan 
told me I was remiss in not following Piaget's recommendations. Lecter cites Piaget 
as an authority also. 


* Glenn Gould. Susan introduced me to Gould through the video series available from 
the Tompkins County Library. Gould is Lecter's favorite pianist (no surprise, since 
he's supposed to be the most subtle pianistic artist of the 20th century). 


* Art. Susan has studied art history and has excellent taste, likewise with Lecter. 
One of Susan's friends is Susan Blakeney, who she claims is an internationally famous 
art restorer. 


* Italy. We all agree, along with Friederich Nietzsche, that overall, Italian 
culture is superior to all comers and if there's one place on your itinerary, it must 
be Italy. (The Dutch may have the best painters, the Germans the best composers, the 
Scottish and ancient Greeks the best philosophers, Americans the best businesspeople, 
and the French the most beautiful poetic language (along with the biggest assholes), 
but there's something "well-rounded" about the culture that birthed the Renaissance 
which has a special allure for polymaths. They also know how to have fun ... which is 
what compelled Nietzsche to emigrate ... ). BTW, the Baroque is Susan's favorite 
period, which speaks volumes about her psychology. 


* It so happens I share some personality traits with psychologically "cold" serial 
killers. According to the Meyer-Briggs Personality Assessment, which by the way I 
discussed with Susan (the only psychometric test performed on me over five years of 
sporadic "talk" therapy, thanks very much: "what cannot be measured is not science 
but opinion"), I believed I was an INTP/J (Introverted iNtuitive Thinking 
Perceiving/Judging; as it turns out, according to the DDLI test, I'm actually an 
ENTP, Extroverted iNtuitive Thinking Perceiving). Both Lecter and Starling are 
claimed to be INTJs by a web page article discussing the INTJ traits, which incline 
one to view people as objects to be manipulated according to abstract concepts of 
justice. 


* One source on the network refers to The Silence of the Lambs as a study of 
"masculine women and feminine men," which certainly applies to Susan and I. She's 
very aggressive physically, and claims to know karate. 


* I've preferred feminine attire from a young age. I've shaved my legs regularly 
since 1990. I'm a physically a male person who has the psychology of a lipstick 
lesbian (and most likely a partially female brain: sexual brain differentiation is a 
scientifically established fact, and it DOES NOT necessarily correspond to genital 
sex). I have an extensive feminine wardrobe, primarily silk and rayon dresses, silk 
shirts, leather skirts, and shoes (mostly secondhand due to poverty, but with a value 
around $5000). Unlike most "transvestites," I've never "purged" my wardrobe in an 
effort to "reform" and avoid dressing in a feminine fashion: I do NOT wear "women's 
clothes," I wear MY clothes. Note that Gumb is a transvestic leather worker. 


Lecter, Susan, and I share an intense interest in high fashion (as exemplified by 
Lecter reading Vogue). Personally, I'm appalled by much modern fashion, since I 
prefer the refined styles and esthetic sense of the 30's and of the early 60's, which 
strive to emphasize and enhance natural beauty (e.g., Yves St. Laurent), rather than 
the extreme "fashion statement" (e.g., Gaultier, Madonna). 
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Although I've fervently maintained in the past that transvestic killers, who appear 
with startling frequency in modern cultural products (films such as The Silence of 
the Lambs, The Rocky Horror Picture Show, The Crying Game, Dressed to Kill, etc ... ), 
are purely a cultural invention, it turns out that my research into 
psychopathological killers in 1991 was inadequate: a number of deranged serial 
killers, including Ed Gein, Richard Speck, and Ottis Toole were evidently 
transvestites. Although the typical personality profile of transexuals is submissive 
and social (as noted in The Silence of the Lambs), evidently there are some prominent 
exceptions which should prompt wariness of some examples approximating the transexual 
type. 


Biographical parallels between Susan and Clarice 


Both Susan and Clarice were born in Chicago. 


Susan moved to Kansas City; Clarice moved to Arkansas (Susan visited Northern 
Arkansas frequently on family vacations). 


"Death" of Mother at 6 v. murder of father at 10 and early death of her mother. 


Susan's paternal Aunt and Uncle lived on a farm in Iowa; her Uncle took over the farm 
at their parent's death, while her father Hal Hamann pursued a career as an 
electronic engineer working for AT&T. When Susan was 6, her mother's brother died 
(he was swept out to sea by a tidal wave while vacationing in Mexico). Joyce Hamann 
went to California for the burial, suffered from a profound depression and did not 
return from her mother's house for a year; when she returned she was "not the same 
mother" as the loving mother Susan had known before. During this year Susan's 
sisters stayed with her Aunt and Uncle. Susan stayed with a family in Kansas City, 
presumably because of difficulties with the uncle ... 


Susan once related a story regarding a horse which was to be put down; she got into 
trouble with her uncle, a rather harsh alcoholic type, when she tried to save the 
horse by taking it to the neighbor's. This very closely parallels the story in the 
book, where Clarice takes a favorite horse away after hearing the terrifying "silence 
of the lambs" (as usual the movie gets the truly terrifying aspect of reality all 
wrong: the ABSENCE of the baaing sheep is what strikes fear into Clarice, not the 
screaming of lambs being slaughtered: livestock are slaughtered in a slaughterhouse, 
dummy!*) 


Susan's father's family was in the beef business. She told me her father was given 
responsibility for selling some livestock in Chicago on trips to the stockyard at a 
very young age; as an owner, he received a free pass on the railroad. Her Iowa 
family's dining room featured pictures of prize stock. 


Susan told me that her mother withdrew from physical contact after she returned 
traumatized, and that her sister Nancy resorted to butting up against her, saying 
"I'm a little goat butting its mama!" 


Susan has told me that she has no recall of three years of her childhood: Clarice 
spent three years in an orphanage after being thrown off the ranch because she took 
the horse. 


Saint Cecilia (p. 80): Joyce Hamann was a talented classical pianist, hence the 
connection with the patron saint of music, a Christian martyr, pictured seated at the 
keyboard. Note Susan was also raised as a Christian. 
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The link between myself and the FBI (and Susan?): 


There was an employment tiff between myself and Cornell in 1992. My bosses (Dick 
Cogger and Dave Lambert) believed that I had threatened to harm computer systems, 
possibly by the release of a computer virus. I was given a paid leave of absence 
under the condition that I attend sessions with a Cornell psychologist through the 
Employee Assistance Program, stay away from the Cornell campus, and make no attempt 
to use Cornell computer systems. 


This was taken very seriously at Cornell due to the incredibly bad experience it had 
in 1990 with the Morris Worm incident (where Morris released a computer "worm" that 
penetrated and brought down computers containing highly sensitive information 
nationwide, including some computers on the military network). 


(Note that the Iraqi air defenses were crippled during the Gulf War (1992) by the 
implantation of a virus in a computer chip contained in Texas Instruments printers 
connected to their air defense computer network: there are profound security 
implications to computer systems cracking/infiltration.) 


This incident definitely prompted a call to the FBI, which is the first national 
security agency contacted when a domestic threat to computer systems is suspected. 
If they investigated my reading habits by examining records of books borrowed from 
the Cornell library system, this would reveal that I've done extensive research in 
psychopathology, transvestism, and serial murder, which would certainly set some 
*other* alarms off if examined by an FBI psychological profiler employed on an 
occasional basis ... especially one who had experience in the investigation of a 
transvestic serial murderer. 
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Love Maps 


John Money is Dr. Lecter? (Ehrhardt, A.) Johns Hopkins ... 


"Surgical Fetishism" is the practice of mutilating intersexed infants 
to correspond to social gender roles ... 


Money is an advocate of Kindersex tolerance ... 


Index of Members of the American Eugenics Society 
(since March 1973 it has called itself 
The Society for the Study of Social Biology) 
Ehrhardt, Anke A. (D)irector! 


forensics - see under Charney, M.; McCullough, J.M. 
-- forensic DNA - see under Kidd, K.; Lewontin, R.C. 
-- forensic sexology - see under Ehrhardt, A.A. (John Money) Money, John - see under 
Ehrhardt, A.; Zubin, J. psychopathology 


- see under Bisch, L.E.; Erlenmeyer-Kimling, L.; Gottesman, I.; Hoch, P.; Laughlin, 
H.; Kollmann, F.J.; Willerman, L. 


-- and sexuality - see under Burgess, E.W.; Erhardt, A. (John Money); Zubin, J. 


degenerate - see under Ehrhardt, A. (John Money); race and decay; defective 


New York State Psychiatric Institute 


March - 1996 Calendar of Events 


Thursday, March 7 


HIV Center Grand Rounds: "Semen Conservation History and HIV/AIDS" 
Presenter: John Money, Ph.D.; Director, Psychohormonal Research Unit; 


The Johns Hopkins University and Hospital, Baltimore, MD 
Free and open to the public; no registration required 


8th Floor Auditorium - P.I. 09:300-11:000 


Two profound policy questions are: (a) should a person who only after arrest claims a 
history of child abuse be exempt from jail and fines for seemingly abusive and 
illegal behavior? and (b) are the forensic uses of mental health syndromes 
scientifically based and consistently applied? For example, McHugh's colleague at 
Johns Hopkins, John Money, criticized the FBI's handling of the complaint against Sol 
Wachtler, chief justice of New York State's highest court, arguing that no one should 
hold Wachtler responsible for his actions because he suffered from advanced symptoms 
of an erotomanic delusional disorder, which is a devastating illness (Derschowitz, 
1994, pp. 323-324). 
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The Handbook of Forensic Sexology. Biomedical and Criminological Perspectives, edited 
by J. J. Krivacska and John Money, reviewed by Abbey Strauss (Journal of Sex 
Research, 32/1 Spring 1995). 


Sexual Signatures: On Being a Man or a Woman, Money, J., & Tucker, P. (1975), Boston, 
Little, Brown & Co. It cannot be said better than the authors in the first chapter: 
"This book is a road map to show you where you are now as a man or a woman and how 
you got there." There is considerable discussion of transsexualism and crossdressing. 


Transexualism & Sex Reassignment, Richard Green & John Money, (eds.). Baltimore, 
Johns Hopkins Press, 1968. This is the first in-depth account of the psychological 
and physical process of sex reassignment as performed at the Johns Hopkins University 
Medical Center. The book includes illustrations from surgeries undertaken in the 
1960s. 


Lovemaps, John Money, New York, Irvington Publishers, 1986. Dr. Money coined the term 
lovemaps to describe the mental template that is expressed in every individual's 
sexuoerotic fantasies and practices. A large portion of the book deals with 
paraphilias and their concomitant, distorted lovemaps. Both transvestism and 
transsexual ism are examined in relation to their respective lovemaps. 


Venuses Penuses, John Money, Buffalo, N.Y., Prometheus Books, 1986. A collection of 
selected reprints from the large body of work by Dr. Money. Also included is a 
complete bibliography of Dr. Money's published work. 


Sexual Landscapes; Why We Are What We Are, Why We Love Whom We Love, John Money & 
James D. Weinrich, New York, Scribner, 1987. The author's particular area of interest 
in the field of sexology is gender transposition, or "the transposition of masculine 
and feminine in comparison with the typical pattern." In this work he posits "a 
general theory of human sexuality and sexual arousal" and explains "other people's 
theories." 


Gendermaps, John Money, Continuum Publishing Company, New York, 1995 


Ehrhardt, Anke A. - 1986-88 


Personal: 


New York State Psychiatric Institute 1986-88 


Publications: 


1985 The Clinical Guide to Child Psychiatry. ed. wi David D. Shaffer, Laurence L. 
Greenhill) New York, London, Free Press; 
Psychosomatic Obstetrics and Gynecology. 1980 wi David Young, New York, Appleton 
Century; 
Man & Woman, Boy & Girl: the differentiation and dimorphism of gender identity from 
conception to maturity. 1972 


wi John Money, John Hopkins Univ. Press; 1966 "Defective figure drawing, geometric 
and human in Turner's syndrome", wi J. S. Money, J. Nerv. Ment. Dis., v. 142:161 ff 


Background: 
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Man and Woman, Boy and Girl. is "a well known study of girls who had been 
'masculinized' by exposure in utero to androgenic steroids administered to their 
mothers ... " according to Not in Our Genes. by R. Lewontin q.v. and others p. 136 


Background: 


-- John Money: MD; Prof. of Medical Psych. and Prof. of Pediatrics, Johns Hopkins 
Univ.; Founder, Psychohormonal Research Unit (SB, 1992, p. 323) 


-- Other writings by John Money: 


1993 "Parable, Principle and the Military Ban", Society, November 1993, p. 22 ( "one 
might wonder about the fitness of avowed heterosexuals to be defenders of the nation 
if they are not able to secure one small appendage at the end of their bellies 
against the intrusive gaze, or even solicitation, of a fellow human being" (from 
"Parable, Principle and the Military Ban", Society, November 1993, p. 22; this same 
article suggests that those wishing to evade the draft in future wars might engage in 
homosexual acts down at the Washington Monument if the military ban stays in place.); 
1992 
The Kaspar Hauser Syndrome of 'Psychosocial Dwarfism': Deficient Statural, 
Intellectual and Social Growth Induced by Child Abuse 1992, Prometheus Press, New 
York; 1991 
The Breathless Orgasm: A Lovemap Biography of Asphyxiophilia, Prometheus; 1989 
Vandalized Lovemaps: Paraphilic Outcomes of Seven Cases in Pediatric Sexology, 
Prometheus; 1986 
Venuses Penuses, Prometheus; 1985 
The Destroying Angel: Sex, Fitness and Food in the Legacy of Degeneracy Theory, 
Graham Crackers, Kelloggs' Corn Flakes and American Health History, Prometheus; Gay, 
Straight and In Between; Biographies of Gender and Hermaphrodites; Lovemaps; Handbook 
of Forensic Sexology ; 


-- Violence Initiative and Contraceptives 


1993 Understanding and Preventing Violence National Research Council Report, Vol. 2 
Biobehavioral Perspectives of Violence, Discussed in "The Biology of Violence, 
BioScience, May 1994. This report discusses work done at the Institute of Behavior 
Genetics in Colorado, which is headed by John c. Defries. The Institute says that 
genes contribute to alcohol and drug abuse in individuals with an anti-social 
personality disorder. The Report also discusses fetal exposure to testosterone. 
According to the BioScience article the Report says that "girls who were accidentally 
exposed to androgenic steroids in utero showed an increased tendency to be more 
aggressive than their peers whereas boys who were accidentally exposed to anti 
androgenic steroids were not as aggressive as their peers" ("The Biology of Violence, 
BioScience, May 1994) 


Source: SB 1986-88 


Zubin, Joseph; 


Member 1974 Personal: New York State Psychiatric Institute, Dept. of Bio Research, 
New York City 1974; Veterans Administration Hospital, Highland Dr., Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania 15206 Pubns: 1973 Contemporary Sexual Behavior: critical issues in the 
seventies, wi John Money (see A. Ehrhardt q.v.), American Psychopathology 
Association; 1961 Comparative Epidemiology of the Mental Disorders ed. wi P. Hock 
(sic in biblio); 1959 Discussion leader on "Differentiating Effect of Intelligence 
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and Social Status", at symposium, Eugenics Quarterly, v. 6, no. 2; Source: Osborne 
list 


http://seas.ucla.edu/-ogg/back/essay.html 


DEFINITIONS 


Some of the words that will be used are not found in our ever day conversations, and 
therefore are explained below. I would like to thank Dr.John Money for his book 
Lovemaps, from which the following definitations came. This book, is by far and away 
the most informative book published to date on the subject of paraphilias. 


autonepiophila - a paraphilia of the stigmatic/eligible type in which sexuerotic 
arousal and facilitation or attainment of orgasm are responsive to, and dependent 
upon impersonating a baby in diapers and being treated as one by the partner. 


lovemap - A developmental representation or template in the mind and in the brain 
depicting the idealized lover and idealized program of sexoerotic activity projected 
in imagery or actually engaged in with that lover. 


lovemap displacement - an intrinsic element that becomes developmentally incorporated 
into a lovemap, changing it from normophilic into paraphilic of the displacement 
type. 


lovemap inclusion - an extraneous element that becomes developmentally incorporated 
into a lovemap, changing it from a normophilic into a paraphilic of the inclusion 
type. 


narcissism - an arresting of development at, or a regression to, the infantile stage 
of development in which one's own body is the object of erotic interest. 


normophila - A condition of being erotosexually in conformity with the standard as 
dictated by customary, religious, or legal authority. 


paraphilia - Philia meaning love as in Philadelphia, the city of brotherly love, and 
Para meaning beyond that which is ordinary, or is apart from the usual by being 
delusional. It is a condition occurring in men and women of being compulsively 
responsive to and obligatively dependent on an unusual and personally or socially 
unacceptable stimulus, perceived or in the imagery of fantasy, for optimal initiation 
or maintenance of erotrsexual arousal and facilitation or attainment of orgasm. 
Paraphilic imagery may be replayed in fantasy during solo masturbation or intercourse 
with partner. 


Archives of Otolaryngology 
and Head and Neck Surgery 


Original Article - January 1996 
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The Accurate Diagnosis of Oral Lesions in Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus Infection 


Impact on Medical Staging 


Gustavo D. Cruz, DMD, MPH; Ira B. Lamster, DDS, MMSc; Melissa D. Begg, ScD; Joan A. 
Phelan, DDS; Jack M. Gorman, MD; Wafaa El-Sadr, MD, MPH 


Objective: To compare identification of oral candidiasis (OC) and oral hairy 
leukoplakia (OHL) by medical examiners and oral/dental examiners and to assess the 
impact of these diagnoses on the medical staging of the human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV). 


We thank Anke A. Ehrhardt, PhD, Dennis Mitchell-Lewis, DDS, Carla Pulse, DDS, Robert 
Kertzner, MD, John Grbic, DMD, and George Todak, MSW, for assistance in the 
collection of data and the preparation of the manuscript. We also thank Donald 
Sadowsky, DDS, PhD, for his helpful comments and criticism. 


http://www.ncf.carleton.ca/freenet/rootdir/menus/sigs/life/gay/xdress/trans3 


From: ae606@FreeNet.Carleton.CA (Victoria Edwards) 


Sex reassignment, sometimes colloquially called sex change, 
refers to the surgical changing of a transsexual human's 
biological sex. A transsexual is a person, female or male, who 
perceives his or her gender identity as incongruous with the 
anatomical reality and actively seeks to resolve the conflict 
through sex-reassignment surgery. The term transsexual is used to 
refer to both pre- and postoperative men and women, though once 
surgery is completed the new identity of male or female is 
preferred. 


Sex reassignment for transsexual humans requires various social, 
hormonal, legal, and surgical procedures. Social reassignment 
involves living and working as a member of the sex opposite from 
that which a person was born. In some cases, social reassignment 
suffices. In other cases, hormonal reassignment is required, in 
which hormonal therapy partially suppresses the existing 
phenotypic sex characteristics of the body and allows the 
development and maintenance of characteristics of the opposite 
sex. For male-to-female transsexuals, electrolysis of beard and 
body hair is necessary because estrogen does not stop hair 
growth. Also, estrogen does not elevate the pitch of the voice, 
although androgen lowers voice pitch in female-to-male 
transsexuals. In the United States, a legal change of sex 
involves chiefly a change in the birth certificate, but in 
Europe, legal reassignment is a more complex procedure. 


Surgery 


In the female-to-male transsexual, mastectomy might, for cosmetic 
and employment reasons, antedate surgery of the reproductive 
organs which involves hysterectomy (removal of the uterus) and 
oophorectomy (removal of the ovaries). For some female-to-male 
patients, subsequent phalloplasty (plastic surgery to attach a 
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penis) is important for their body image and self-concept. 
Phalloplasty is sought by these transsexuals despite the possible 
imperfection of the organ for urination and its guaranteed 
imperfection for copulation. Many transsexuals use a prosthetic 
strap-on or glue-on penis, which can be made lifelike by a 
medical sculptor. 


The surgical technique for phalloplasty involves an attempt to 
create a tubular structure in a progressive series of operations 
in which the skin is peeled, rolled, and subsequently 
transplanted from the lower abdomen or inner thigh. This rolled 
skin is then attached in the position of a penis. The clitoris is 
left intact, embedded at the base of the penis, to preserve 
erotic sensation. In one type of procedure, the new organ is for 
copulation only and does not have a urinary connection, thus 
avoiding possible severe complications of urinary stricture and 
infection. 


In male-to-female surgery, the penis and testicles are removed 
and a vulva and vagina are constructed by using the skin from the 
penis to line a vaginal cavity, which has been surgically opened. 
If the penile skin is not adequate, an augmenting skin graft is 
used. Some male-to-female transsexuals also undergo surgery to 
enlarge the breasts and seek other forms of feminizing cosmetic 
surgery, such as rhinoplasty (nose surgery) and hip augmentation. 
For those patients whose vocal cords have not become permanently 
habituated toward a feminine register, surgery can be used to 
shorten the vocal cords in order to elevate the pitch of the 
voice. 


In female-to-male transsexuals, genital surgery involves no loss 
of erotically sensitive areas. In fact, under the influence of 
androgen, erotic sensitivity increases. In male-to-female 
transsexuals, however, genital surgery involves the loss of a 
great deal of erotic tissue. Whereas androgen enhances or 
intensifies the orgasm in the female-to-male transsexual, 
estrogen is antiandrogenic and diminishes or diffuses the orgasm 
as subjectively experienced in the male-to-female transsexual. 


Bodily feminization in males and virilization in females occurs 
naturally in certain endocrine syndromes. In such cases, however, 
the affected people do not request sex reassignment but, rather, 
want to get rid of what is experienced as unsightly and abnormal. 


TRANSSEXUALISM 


On the basis of endocrine techniques now available, it is not 
possible to demonstrate a difference in steroidal sex hormones 
from the gonads in transsexual patients and normal controls. 
However, transsexual patients possibly are atypical with respect 
to the way in which the brain's hypothalamic-releasing hormones 
respond to and interact with pituitary and gonadal hormones. If 
such evidence proves correct, the transsexual condition most 
likely originates during prenatal or early infantile periods. No 
other feasible hormonal hypothesis exists at present on the 
etiology of transsexualism. Also, no feasible hypothesis of a 
genetic component in transsexual ism exists, although the most 
likely explanation is that the condition is determined by 
various, sequential factors. 
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The developmental biographies of transsexuals vary. One type is 
that of effeminate males and, conversely, virilistic females. 
Such ~eople have a history of active erotic imagery, if not 
experIence, with same-sex partners from a very early age. A 
second type is that of a person who, even if he or she manifested 
no cross-gender signs in childhood and adolescence, was always 
secretly obsessed with being sex-reassigned; at puberty this 
person is erotically inert. A third type is that of a person who 
has a history of transvestism, manifesting two names, two 
wardrobes, and two personalities until middle life when, under 
the pressure of a major life crisis, full-blown transsexual ism 
emerges. 


Sex reassignment is a method of rehabilitation in selected, 
relatively rare cases of severe displeasure with a person's natal 
gender. Before surgical means are used, one way to evaluate the 
probable success of sex reassignment is to spend 2 years living, 
working, and becoming rehabilitated as a member of the other sex. 
Hormonal reassignment can be reversed, but surgical reassignment 
cannot; therefore, if all psychological and social consequences 
of sex reassignment are negotiated far ahead of surgery, the 
chances of error are virtually eliminated. At this moment in 
medical history, sex reassignment is the only effective form of 
treatment for transsexualism. 


John Money And Viola G. Lewis 


Bibliography: Benjamin, Harry, The Transsexual Phenomenon (1966); 
Feinbloom, Deborah H., Transvestites and Transsexuals (1976); 
Green, Richard, and Money, John, eds., Transsexualism and Sex 
Reassignment (1969); Hunt, Nancy, ed., Mirror Image (1978); 
Hutchison, John B., ed., Biological Determinants of Sexual 
Behavior (1978); Kando, Thomas, Sex Change (1973); Lothstein, 
Leslie M., Female-to-Male Transsexualism (1983); Mittwoch, 
Ursula, Genetics of Sex Differentiation (1973); Stoller, Robert 
J., Sex and Gender, 2 vols. (1976). 


A tribute to John Money 


It will be John Money's 75th birthday on July 8, 1996. A former president of SSSS, he 
has written a new book entitled: Gendermaps: Social Constructionism, Feminism, and 
Sexosophical History by Continuum Publishers. He is also currently working on a book 
that .is provisionally titled Developmental Sexology which should be published in late 
1996 or early 1997. 


Last year, the New York Society of Forensic Sciences presented John Money with a 
career achievements award for his contributions to forensic sexology. In honor of the 
occasion, Mark l. Taff wrote the following poem: 


Forensic sexology - it sounds rather funny 
Why are we here on a day so bright and sunny? 
A lecture about weirdos who copulate like bunnies? 
No, ladies and gentlemen, we're here to honor Dr. John Money. 
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Men dressed like women, tucked away in a cozy space 
Fetishistic paraphiliacs into leather and lace 
Gay, Straight and In-Between 
Professor Money never fears the obscene. 


Erections, penises, objects shaped like a phallus 
Gender identity problems for a boy named Alice 
Psychotherapists treat their patients on a couch 
Freud, Jung, and Reich and now John Money - he's no slouch. 


Sex for drugs, condoms for sex 
Parental guidance recommended if the movie is rated X 
Lesbian ladies; homosexual guys 
Money knows why the church and gays don't see eye to eye. 


S & M, whips and chains, 
Sexual pleasure through torture and pain 
Voyeurs, frotteurs, sex connoisseurs and whores 
Money has analyzed them all and knows there's a great deal more. 


From chastity belts to garter belts 
Sexual preferences have changed over time 
Behavioral patterns go in cycles 
Money's patients are one of a kind. 


Sex is determined at birth - it seems au natural 
With hormones and surgery - voila, un transsexual! 
John has explored exotica and erotica 
His Lovemaps go from Baltimore to Antarctica. 
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<http://www.gaycafe.com/books/info/sexology> 


DOCTOR OF SEXOLOGY: written by Constance Holden (A profile of Dr. John Money) 
Source: Psychology Today; May 88 


A Risqilly BBS reprint (203-644-4236) 


It is likely that no person has probed so deeply into the mysteries of sex and sexual 
identity as John Money, who for 37 years at Johns Hopkins University has done 
pioneering research in a field where, for all society's alleged liberation, titters 
are still aroused at the notion of "sexology." 


Indeed, there still seems something mildly shocking about the way the man smoothly 
natters on about micropenises and strangulation paraphilias in his urbane New Zealand 
accent. 


Money, 67, has a calm, academic manner, but one would never mistake him for a 
conformist as he sits in an office adorned with Third World artifacts, including 
larger-than-life-size wooden hunting sculptures from Mali. 


An emeritus professor for the past two years, Money still carries on several research 
projects on sex-related birth defects, especially abuse dwarfism, a growth hormone 
disorder resulting from child neglect and abuse. He also counsels families of 
children with gender disorders and continues to churn out books the latest being 
"Gay, Straight, and in Between",more than you ever wanted to know about 
homosexuality, which was published in April. Another recent book "Venuses Penuses", 
a collection of his writings ("My publisher said no book has ever had the word 
'penis' or 'vagina' in its title," he says so he developed a hokey Latin-sounding 
title.) 


Money, who immigrated to the United States in 1947, launched his career at Harvard 
University with a dissertation on hermaphroditism and soon afterwards came to 
John Hopkins to work with Lawson Wilkins, who had founded the world's first pediatric 
endocrine clinic. There Money became the first pediatric psycoendocrinologist. 


He is still one of very few. "It's not been a field with a high degree of growth 
potential in it," he says with a sardonicism that is never far from the surface. You 
want to know why it's so hard to get money for sex research?" He brings out a book 
with pictures of young monkeys having sexual intercourse and of young children 
similarly engaged. "You have just become a criminal by looking at those pictures of 
children." In this kind of moral atmosphere it is difficult to get a levelheaded look 
at sex. "It's sort of like physics before the atomic age." The sexual revolution of 
the '60's, he says, was really more of a "reformation". But now we are already in 
the counterreformation." 


In a field as small as his, Money has chalked up many firsts. He cofounded the 
Gender Identity Clinic at Hopkins and designed the first curriculum in sexual 
medicine for medical students. In 1965, he collaborated with the surgeon on the 
first sex-change operation at the university. He introduced the hypothesis (now 
widely accepted) that androgen is the libido hormone for both sexes. He was a 
pioneer in hormonal treatment to improve self- control of sex offenders and was the 
first to explore what he calls "behavioral cytogenetics" .. the psychological 
concomitants of sex chromosome disorders. A greater coiner of terms, Money is 
responsible for "gender identity", now a staple term in the language, and others such 
as "lovemap" (what you need to get turned on). 
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Since sex is intrinsically interesting, one would think that a lot of what Money has 
to say would be common knowledge. That men and women have different sexual turn-ons, 
for example, because men's brains, more so than woman's, are wired for visual 
stimulation. That pornography is not responsible for sexual degeneracy since 
people's lovemaps are pretty much set by the age of 8. That homosexuality is not a 
mater of choice. 


Money has had an uphill struggle against popular sexual taboos and misconceptions but 
also against simplistic notions held by experts in related fields. First there are 
the enviornmental determinists, who have held much of psychology in their grip since 
Freud, and now there are the behavioralists. Psychologists and other social 
scientists. .... even sex therapists ... have "a very difficult time dealing with 
anything that is labeled biology," Money says. "They don't know how to incorporate 
it into their system of thinking." In the 1950's, he says, when he was publishing 
papers on the behavioral influence of prenatal sex hormones, "many people in various 
branches of the social sciences were just enraged at the idea that hormones in the 
bloodstream before you were born could have a sex differentiating influence on you." 
People are starting to come around, but it is slow going. 


Money has also done battle with the physiological deterinists, with whom he has dealt 
on cases involving babies with ambiguous sex organs. These specialists "are totally 
convinced that the testicles dictate everything. .. and don't want to hear anything 
about psychological determinants." 


Such reductionists, for example, want to treat cases of babies born with micropenis 
(fully formed testicles but vitually no penis) with male hormones and rear them as 
male. But, says Money, each case should be decided individually. While it is 
possible to manufacture a functional penis for these people, they can be successfully 
reared as heterosexual women with the aid of surgery and hormone treatment. 


Gender, Money emphasizes, is a "multivariate and sequential process." There are 
chromosomal sex, gonadal sex, prenatal hormonal sex, internal genital sex, external 
genital sex, pubertal hormonal sex, assigned sex and rearing and gender 
identity/role. With all these variables, it's a wonder so many people manage to 
develop unequivocal sex organs, much less routine heterosexuality. 


The reasons for going off on the wrong track are far more complex than portrayed in 
the nature vs. nurture debate. Indeed, Money says the correct concept is more like 
"nature.. critical period harmonization, when the fetus becomes masculinized or 
not masculinized. Masculization of a female fetus (when it is flooded with an excess 
of androgen), for example, will result in a hormonal syndrome that may be manifested 
both physically and behaviorally ... in an enlarged clitoris or even a fully formed 
penis, and in tomboyishness and lesbianism. 


Another critical period is late infancy and earl childhood, when environmental 
determinants, including sex rehearsal play and parental sexual problems, can have a 
profound and lasting effect on sexual identity. "One must never forget there's a 
biology of learning and memory too," says Money, "and it's just as permanent as if 
you've put it in with the genes and chromosomes." He compares gender identity with 
native language: The basic structure enabling language learning is laid down before 
birth; the specifics are installed afterwards, through the senses. 


This is why homosexuality is so difficult to explain. The evidence suggests that it 
can result from prenatal hormonal events or from early childhood conditioning in a 
vulnerable individual. One thing that has been established is that sex- hormone 
levels are no different in gays than in straights. If hormones are responsible for 
homosexuality they are prenatal hormones. 


The situation is very tricky, as Money illustrates with a film about a sheep 
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experiment at the veterinary school at Edinburgh University. The sheep were exposed 
in utero to implants of androgen at the precise time when their sex organs had 
already been formed but "their brains were still open to being influenced by 
androgen." The result? "One hundred percent perfect lesbian ewes," who urinated like 
rams and engaged in mating behavior just like rams. "These sheep are incredibly 
important theoretically because even though they behave like rams, they have only 
female hormones coming out of their ovaries. So the female hormone turns on the 
brain, but the pattern laid down in the brain is how to behave like a male." 


Of course, it's simpler with four-legged species than with primates, Money says. 
"You can't do that with monkeys or humans because their lovemap isn't finished by the 
time they are born." Thus, a homosexual direction could could be established in early 
childhood, but not later. Gays talk of "sexual preference," says Money, but there is 
no choice. 


Money is acquainted with several cases involving "sissy boys" in which early 
childhood experiences are likely to tip the balance toward homosexuality in 
vulnerable children. In one case a psychiatrist asked for consultation about his 
son, who was becoming a sissy. When the man showed up with his wife, it became clear 
at once that "the relationship was one of extreme antagonism." The father liked to 
go out at night to hear loud rock music, which his wife couldn't stand. So he 
brought the 5- year-old boy along for companionship. "the question came up to what I 
thought the prognosis would be for this little boy, who really did want to be a girl. 
I said I am never totally pessimistic about a child as young as this. And the father 
looked at me and said, really shaken, 'Why am I feeling so angry with you for telling 
me that?' " He then acknowledged it was "probably something he didn't want to hear." 


This was a tremendous insight for Money. "This suddenly gave me an understanding of 
why fathers of these sissy boys have not lived up to their stereotype," which is 
being disgusted with their sons for not being more macho. In truth, says Money, it 
is almost always the mothers who get alarmed enough about their sissy son's to seek 
help. In this case, "the father was getting an understudy, so to speak, so that this 
little boy would be a companion, a replacement for his wife, a little bride." The boy 
had figured out that "daddies come home at night because mommies are there, so if you 
play the wife, then Daddy won't leave." 


In a similar case, the parents of a sissy boy fought all the time. he underlying 
cause was the father's reluctance to have sex. On Money's instructions, they ceased 
overt hostilities. "Within a week all the sissy behavior disappeared." 


Money likes to talk about tribes in East Melanesia and New Guinea as illustrative of 
the amazing and still little-understood plasticity of the sexual response. It seems 
that in one village in East Melanesia all boys go through a period of exclusively 
homosexual activity as part of their passage into manhood, from the age of 9 to 19. 
After that, they get married and become heterosexual. One tribe in New Guinea has a 
similar set-up. "They have their own folk medical story, which is that a child needs 
it's mother's milk to thrive when it's born, and then, to become a man and a 
head-hunting warrior he has to have a man's milk." So part of the ritual of going 
through puberty is to solicit semen from other young men. Says Money: "It's 
tremendously important that any theory of how people become heterosexual or 
homosexual or bisexual be able to account for this phenomenon of cultural 
bisexuality." 


Money often compares modern attitudes unfavorably with those of primitive cultures. 
He attributes most pathological sexual behavior to society's "antisexual" attitudes. 
One of the most damaging of these, in his opinion, is the belief that "childhood 
erotic rehearsal" is bad. When monkeys' juvenile sex play is prevented, they do not 
grow into normal heterosexuals. The same is true of other primates. 


3 







This attitude, according to Money, plays a large part in the formation of parahilias, 
the psyciatric and biomedical word for sexual perversions. These generally occur 
when young children, whose brains are vulnerable for reasons yet unknown, undergo 
experiences that make their wiring jump the normal tracks, and inappropriate stimuli, 
such as physical pain, get permanently associated with erotic responses. Men, 
because of the way their brains are made, tend to have visual paraphilias ... such 
as transvestophilia in which they need to wear women's clothing to perform sexually. 


Women are more likely to have "touchy-feely, masochistic." paraphilias. 


Money is one of very few researchers who have done the kind of detective work 
necessary to track down the origin of a paraphilia. One thing all paraphiliacs have 
in common is the inability to form a romantic love bond. "I think the basic theorem 
of all the paraphilias is that probably from the time of childhood sexual rehearsal 
play, lust gets separated from love. Anything below the belt is lust and punishable, 
and love, affection and poetry go above the belt with kissing." 


Money believes we have barely progressed from the days when aberrant sexual behavior 
was ascribed to demonic possession. "Everything in sex and sexual medicine is 
influenced by the fact that we have sexology .... the science of sex... which is 
not very well developed, and we also have sexosophy [another Money neologismJ. Every 
society had it's own sexosophy as part of it's religion millennia before it got down 
to having any science of sex." And unlike most other branches of science, where 
religious explanations have given way to scientific facts, our "sexosophy" continues 
to dictate many of our attitudes. 


"We don't believe in demon-possession theories, we've given up the mid 18th-century 
idea that you degenerate yourself by losing your vital fluids. So now we're 
absolutely certain we know what causes all this weird sexual behavior: pornography." 
Anyone who thinks otherwise need only look at the work of the pornography commission 
headed by Attorney General Edwin Meese, which "totally disregarded" scientific 
testimony from several witnesses, including Money. Money says pornography, 
contrary to persisting beliefs, is not "contagious" and isn't going to make you do 
anything you didn't want to do anyway. "the only kind of pornography you can like is 
that which corresponds to your own lovemap. An example I give in lectures is that I 
could shut you up in a room for five hours of coprophilia movies and there's no 
chance you'd eat shit sandwiches for breakfast in the morning." 


Money has earned the ire of some feminists by insisting that Women Against 
Pornography "was one of the biggist catastrophes that happened to the women's 
movement ... It let the cat out of the bag that these women really hated men. They 
put ammunition into the hands of the archconservatives, who were able to say with 
total justification that women are not really equal to men, they're very weak and 
sensitive and need to be protected from men's pornography." (Over the past two years, 
however, new women's groups have emerged that support pornography, particularly 
pornography for women, Money says.) 


Again and again Money reverts to religion, with it's concepts of sacrifice, guilt, 
and atonement, as being twisted in with pathological sexual attitudes and behavior. 
"It's quite uncanny how many rapists and lust murderers come from homes that were 
rigidly religious and antisexual." He cites one case of child abuse in which the 
mother was atoning for her sin by sacrificing her child: Her sin was that she had 
been conceived by incest between her father and her sister. Or take lust murderers. 
Money suspects that a common theme in their backrounds is having had sex forced on 
them as little boys by older women. Murdering the sex object is the expiation for 
the childhood sin. 


Money thinks probably all superrighteous moral crusaders are kinky. In a 1985 book, 
"The Destroying Angel", Money recounts the history of antisex crusader John Harvey 
Kellogg, the originator of Kellogg's breakfast cereals, which were developed to quell 
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lust. According to Money's interpretation, it seems Kellogg was a man who eschewed 
sex with his wife and got his sexual gratification from enemas.. known as 
klismaphilia. "When I see someone who cares self-righteousness to excess, I just 
automatically say if I scratch the surface on this one, I'll find the sin under 
there." 


Although Money has often written about the need for a "sexual democracy" 
characterized by a realistic and unbiased approach to sexual problems, he won't say 
just how much taboo is a good idea. He muses over possible benefits: "What if we did 
what some of the tribal peoples do and at least felt good about kids discovering 
their sexuality?" But asked if it would be a good idea to encourage unbridled sexual 
play among children, he finally says: "No. Because I don't think our society would 
know how to do it yet. They would all fight each other." 


Money does have some specific ideas on what to do about AIDS. He thinks the gays 
themselfs had the right idea... before AIDS made it's appearance... when they 
started masturbation clubs that enable sexual stimulation without body contact. 
"What we should be doing as a society is giving very explicit and strongly positive 
messages to young people getting ready for puberty on the positive joys of 
masturbation ..... not general instruction, but very explicit teaching." 


There is no chance of that in the present moral climate, Money says. "I just sit 
here sometimes totally dumbfounded ... I see a nation sitting around complacently 
watching itself being destroyed by AIDS and not really doing very much about it." 


Money is seen by many as a bit of an eccentric, in part because of his general 
iconoclasm, perhaps in part because he never seems to tire of talking about sex. But 
there is abundant testimony to his stature as a scientist... including 25 years of 
continuous funding from the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 
and the American Psychological Association's 1985 Distinguished Scientific Award for 
the Applications of Psychology. Says Money serenely, "I don't mind being wrong a few 
times because I'm right most of the time." 
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- George Orwell, 1984 


Inscrtbed on the fetade of the Ministry of Truth, these vords sl.Ulll1l8tize the fedeI8l medical and scientific policies in the field 
of moral phaImacology. With this most recent grouptbink. revision of scientifIC rtevspeak, cannabis history now starts in 
1981 in response to the introduction of a bill in Congress (H.R. 4498) "1D provide for the therapeutic use of marijuana in 
situations involving life-threatening or seDSe-tueatening i11nes3 and to provide 84equate supplies of marijuana for such use, n 


end promises a review of the literature, vhich, except for one citation in 1889 , one in 1947 and one in 19531 the expunged 
literature is nov compI1sed m.os1ly of resean:h coRd ucted in the 1970's. 111m, the peI3pecttve of the Committee is based on 
minimal experience in therapeutic applications I depIived of the practical experience from clinical access enjoyed by their 
colleagues of half a century ago vben cannabis vas aV8ilab1e by prescIiption. 


Most important in therapeu1i.c potential and medical we3 of maIijuana are the omissions. Left out 'W8S the fact that cannabis 
presentations were widely wed in Western :medicine from 1839 to the early 1940's. Omitted: concise and accurate 
descIiptions of the medicinal applications of cannabis that appeared in the If..S P.b..iJJ.JJ.1l:tljJf1t'..i.i and Goodman and Gilman's 
1l!xtbook of phaDnarology, second editton (1955). Forgotten: primal-y scientific I structure-activity and philnnacologic studies 
by Professor S. Loewe (1950) in the 1940's and early 1950's. Neglected: comprehensive clinical resean:h by the Mayor's 
Committee on Marihuana in 1944. 
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GLAUCOMA 


A ~:M:b1y fair assess~nt of variable results with different 9'6Iieties of the illness. Indeed} topical application "WOuld be 
desrrable m nonneurogemc. gla~~. but solubility characteli3ti.cs of cannabinoids would appear to be intrin3icaJ!y initattog. 
It would appear that slow tltra1lOn "Wlth natl.nal or synthetic cannabinoids orally (Reynolds 1890) "flOU.ld enhance the 
possibility of favorable resUlts with the greatest medical safety. -


Top 


AHTIID.llJITIC ACTION 


Indeed} the discovety of cannabis as an antiemetic is a most important and truly new di3covety tbat was not known to 
medicine when it vas available. It is exciting to 1eam of the positive results, and one can only vonder why an inhalant cannot 
be developed to deliver purified natural and synthetic cannabinoids. The inhaled route is inherently preferable especially when 
nausea and vomiting are inhibiting gasuointestinal retention and absOIption. Autotitration is also made possible because of 
this compaJatively short latency peIiod after administIation by tbis route. 


Top 


ANTICONVULSANT ACTION' 


Medical practitioners of more than a centuIy ago (e. g .• McMeens 1856. 0' SJ"l8.ughnessy 1839) would tum over in tfJ.eir 
graves to read that a major drug for certain nexvous disorders bad re1rogresSed to a prec1inical status of IIshowing promise II in 
a IS-subject seizure disorder 8t\.1.dy in 1980. 


RUSCU! RnAXAHT ACTION 


Az descrtbed in the context of utility in spasticity} tbis delineation being centrally mediated vould correctly faJ! within the 
{lr.~; .... r.f tho (Io .... tiI"n .... ~,.nwo .... t (Iot'rimtv . --- _._-.,. 


AHTIASmMATIC 


It is encouraging 1.0 see cannabis rediscovered as an antiastbmatic agent McMeens (1860) and Waling (1874) noted cannabis 
to be useful in some ctI3eS of astbma and hay fever vhere an "iIIitab1e neIVOUS systemll seemed to be involved. Cannabis as a 
treatment for astbma vas mentioned in India in 1954. 


AHnANXIlffY -AHTIDBPRHSSAHT EFFECT 


This section by the Committee demonstrates the rr.1ethodological prob1ems involved in translating commonly obseIVed 
cannabis-use behavior into a scientific presentation that is oIiented to therapeutic utiHzation. This author's personal 
obsexvations of chronic users clearly show cannabis' applications to closely approximate those of the benzodiazepines or 
alcohol. Like other sedatives} the onset of effeclS may be an initial stimulation. Alcohol and cannabis share this property. 
After the stimulation phase there is a ca1ming effect The intensity of the stimulation (and sedation) is directly dose-related. 
Low dose (two or fewer jointslday) chronic use of cannabis appears to have an effect comparable to five mg of diazepam 
(Valium®) twice a day. Chronic cannabis users also show a slight stimulant effect with a mental lift and an EEG shift from 
predomin.antly alpbaltheta (four to 13 Hz) 1D mostly beta waves (> 14 Hz). 


Low and moderate dose cannabis use appears to decrease affectual reactivity and subjective sense of pressure with reduction 
of concomitant multisystem stress. The site of activity is probably at the thalamo-conicallevel, 3.3 postulated by Walton 
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(1938). The reddened eyes of cannabis users reflect an apparent specific meraingea1lvasomotor response. Cannabis as 
compared wi1h other psychotropics, has remarkably minimal blain s1em and other peripheral effects. ' 
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ANALGESIC ACTION 


Not referenced nor mentioned: Animal modeb sho'ving am1gesic effects for cannabis and its derivatives starting as far back 
as Hare (1887) and Marsball (1898), as vellas overlooking the extensive bioassay protocol utili2ed by the phannaceu1ical 
indmtIy to stmlanlize the strength of cannabis prepamtions in reference to U. S.P. stmlaId preparations available from the 
U. S. Food and Drug Administmtion until 1938. 


The "mental clouding" side effect reported in 1976 when using THe as an analgesic for cancer pain control might have been 
avoided by enmlating Dr. J. Russen Reynold's protocol of gradual up-wmd titmtion of cannabis tincture, as described in 
LiDJ.lUin 1890. (Perbaps, using a U.S.P. standani cannabis tinctnIe mightbave been more effective than THe.) 


Ignored: Numerous descriptions of cannabis as the treatment of choice for migI8ine headache, as lis1ed in ma.1eria. medica, 
joumals and 1exts wi1h the latest (and unfortuna1ely 1as1) in the .f.1l1J1Mf l.U· ~ AJ»ttJJtw Hed.i41l A..tt7t~tJi:U1 by Manis 
Fishbein (1942) 40 yeaIS, ago. 
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ALCOHOLISM 
In this author's 1imi1ed clinical and social experience, the substitution of cannabis as a euphoriant/sedative is possible in some 
cases. The success of substitution depends on support groups of other cannabis useIS. Failure is usually due to denial and 
rigidly babitua1ed behavior patterns usually involviIlg other alcoholics or alroholabuseIS. Another significant source of 
failure is the de1errence by its illegal s1atus and uncer18in supply of the drug. 


Top 


OPIAT.! WITHDRAWAL 


It sbould be said that the reason there are no efforts to follow up on Birch's (1889) and Mattison's (1891) early clinical 
experiences is because of the excessively res1rictive multiagency federal involvement In the moral pbannacoJogic regulatory 
reality, the treatment of discomfort brought on by the abuse of another illegal drug is low priority. 
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AHTImMOR ACTION 


It might be construed to be antitumor in the enhancement of appeti1e and suppression of nausea, but, as such, specific 
antioncologic activi1y seems unlikely. 


SUMMARY 


The lack of clinical experience is a seIious impediment tJ a realistic appraisal of the therapeutic potential of cannabinoids. The 
fedeIal bias tJvard pushing THe for scientific "purityH and the inability tJ grow or process cannabis would appear to 
constitu1e another negative influence. It is gratifying that despi1e these difficulties the Committee is in favor of further 
resean:h into the medicina1app1ications of cannabis. 


TIlere is sufficient clinical dala, both recently and histoIically .. to warrant the restoration of cannabis products for geneIal 
prescribing. TIle Committee is gener&lly correct irt their favorable firulings in glaucoma and arttiemeti.c applications, but 
grossly underestiJnates the utility of cannabinoids as sedative, anti.coltvulsant and arttimigraine agents because of inadequate 
expeIimental protocol, a less than thorough review of the medicalli1erature and dog-in-the- manger in1eragency con:f1ict-based 
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federal policy. 


RECOMMENDATIONS POR RESEARCH 


The developm.ent of I1on.ir.ritating purified fl8.tu:cal caru\i1binoid aerosol prepro:atiortS should be a top pri.olity eff0l1. The reality 
is that because the smor,ed route is smoked IO'ute is used, there v.i.1.l be huge numbers of chronic cannabis smokers subjecting 
their tracheobronchial trees to irritation from pyrrolized impurities that techrrology could pre~lent. Precisely how much 
morbidity and mortality, '?rhich could have been prevented through appropriate research and development, rem(loo to be 
answered in the distant future . 


Cannabis homologues :bave been studied sir ICe the late 1930's. The compounds synthesized arul studied by Loewe (1950) 
have yet to be adequately reevaluated and TNOuld be of potential benefit to the present knowledge of chemical structure-activity 
relationships irl cannabinoids - the orlly complex I1onnitrogenous ",ater insoluble psychotropic agents lmown. 
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conclusive evidence 


Hiahmu asked aOOllt conclUSi'R eYidence. 
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Also consider the folloving comments from a commnetaIy from the Joumal of the American Medical Association: 


Muij1l.8D.8. u Medicine - A Plea fox Recomid.e:ratioD 
Les1erGrinspoon, MD James B. Bakalar, JD 
Department of Psychiatry, HaIV8ld Medical School 


European and ~.merican medical jouma13 pubmhed more than 1 00 artic~ on the thempeutic me of the drog known then as 
Cannabis indica (or Indian hemp) and novas marihuana. It was recommended as an appe1i1e stimulant, muscle relaxant, 
analgesic} hypno1ic} and a:a.ticmmlbot. 


And yet physicians and patients in increasing numbers continue 10 re1eam thro~h personal experience the lessons of the 19th 
centuIy. Many people knov that marihuana is nov being used illegally for the nausea and vomiting induced by 
chemothempy. Some knoW' that it lowers intraocular pressure in glaucoma. Patients have found it U3ef1ll 83 an 
an.ticonvuJsu.t .. as a muscle relaxant in spastic disorders, and as an appe1i1e stimulant irl ttJe vasting syndrome of h'll.Dlan 
immunodeficiency V'iro.s infection. 


Physi.ci.ans have both a right and a duty 10 be skeptical about therapeutic claims for any substance, but only af1er putting aside 
fears and doubts conneC1ed with the stigma of illicit nonmedical drug use. Advocates of medical use of marihuana are 
30metimes charged "With using medicine as a 
vedge 10 open a way for "recreational" use. The accusation is false as applied to its target, but expresses in a distorted fOIm a 
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truth about some opponents of medical marihuana; they will not admit that it can be a safe and effective 
medic:iD.e Jmgely becaue they are stubbornly committed to exagge:mtiBg i1s danger.s vhen u:red fOJ 
DOUled.:i£al puposes_ 


Link to JAMA Article quoted above 


BTW niahmas} amphehlmines also have an anti-seizure effect Look at the indications for dextroamphetamine sulfate 
HERE. 


Previous Article 
Return to Main Article 
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Speaking from experience a a a a 


I am a 25 yr. old female and I've had Grand Mal :reiz'tlres since I vas 17. I usually have one every few months. I'm taking 
40Omgs. of Dilantin every night, which made it almost impossible for me to dIink alcohol. AnytbjDg beyond tva beers gives 
me hangover type symptoms an hom af1er I've S1arted drinking. 
I have been a pot smoker long before seizures were ever a pan of my life and will probably continue to be one well into my 
old age. The only problems I have experienced with it i3 the drowiness. My medication already causes me to be tired all the 
time I 30 Vflfn I 3moke pot, it's got to be when I'm at home near 
my bed. 
I even asked one of my doctors q ui1e a few years ago if smoking pot would have any adverse effects on my seizures, and he 
told me that if 8Il.ything, it may help(if done in modemtion). It helps ease the symptolm of stre3S, eliminating one of the 
major causes of seizmes. 
If you're iIIIeJ:e31ed about the effec13 of any other drugs on the condition, let me know beca:u:re I can give )IOu fiIst hand 
infonnationon qui1e a few of them. And it's not some theory fmm a medical joumaland it may not be the same for someone 
else as it vas for me, so 1ake it with a grain of salt 


Hope I vas of help ... 


SaIahK. Rossi 
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Marijuana""" Cause or Cure? 


I have heard of Dmijuana being wed to controlsiezures and some say it can came it I've read that before it "WaS illegal it "WaS 


1eSted once on 5 severe gmnd mal epileptics who still had seizures while on Dilantin, Phenobarbitol or Mesatoin .. the result 
"'ira!l that 3 responded al1eastas mlland the other 2 mre seizure free!!! (T.bis "WaS done by J.P. Davis and H.H. Ramsey in 
1949 "Antiepileptic Action of Marijuana-Active Subs1ances" Fed.Proc. ,8(1949) ,284-285) 13 anyone corLtrolling their seizures 
"With it or does anyone have any experiences of it ca1lSing their seizures. It seems as if the side effects are far less, and I 
couldn't see it causing depression, (maybe q uile the opposite!) if it were legal, I wonder what I would say if I vas given the 
choice of Tegnrol or Marijuana. Open minds open dOOl3. Why has :reseaIth s1Dpped? 


Next Article 
Previous Article 
Return to Topic Menu 


Here is a list of responses that have been posted to this article ... 


s Mmuana Good. bad. idifemt? (2/12197) 11:25 PM 
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CD Weed helps (1212196) 12:58 PM 
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You nov have TWO OPTIONS: Post a nev Article or post a Response to this Article 


C11ck here to ])03t a nev ArtiCle ! 


If you would like to post a Response to this article, fill out this form completely ... 


Do not use slashes ('"'II) or colons ('":'") m. your Article title ~ 
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Who can prescribe it? 


\I\'t,o 0;'1'1 "rf~oribt it! 


I vas wondeIing if any neuroJogist can prescribe marijuana or is it only 
a choice few? I have a feeling my neurologist might he a tad closed 
minded about it Also} ho'll much do J1)U me? I have never been a 
big suppoI1er of drugs} but my meds don't vork. when I get s1ressed} 
and it seems that marijuana "WOuld calm me do"WIl Does it effect hoDllOnes in any vay? 
my seizures are vexy tied to my honnones} and the pill has stopped vorking. 
I have juvenile mJ1)cJonic epilepsy and am on Neurontin and Zeronlin. Both have pretty 
evil side effects. I am a sophomore incolJege so I need my mind in good oIder. Would 
the marijuana effect my memoIY in a negative way? I have lo13 of questions aboU1 fuis. Who 
can I ask. that has a wen rounded knowledge of the subject 


Please e-mail any info to 
Cptl1'3le)l@skidmore.edu 
Thank you 
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marijuana-does it help? 


h an epileptic who ha3 :re3ponded Yexy poorly 10 the"normal" 
drugs.I can attest 10 the help MJ.has been in my lifeJ've 
got Jwrenile Myoclonic Epllesy[JMEjand the MJ.ha3 helped me 
calm down when I was on my way 10 serious trouble.as it were .. 
T. C. 3Z;myoclonic clu31eI3 can con1IOl my life .IF they're not 
slOpped a.s.a.p.Some how tbat isn't an attractive idea.Lor-
zapam vork5 about 40% of the time.if I'm lucky and take alot 
in.anhourf4mgs. minnimum]Depression?No.This is fromanexp
ert with serious dep:re3Sion)'ve been that way the majolity of 
of my life.It really does help some of us. 


Return 10 Main Article 


Article complete. Click HERE 10 retum 10 the Neurology Web-Forum Menu. 
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marijuana-does it help? 


I More a 26 year old brother 'that 3Uff~ from 3ieZ'\lIe3 who "Wa3 on V alproic Io..cid for 3 }"ears and now is on Tegre101. 
he has also used Dilantin. He says the use of pot helps him through the headaches and easier to sleep. I would like to find out 
more info on re38eIth for tJri3. 


Next Article 
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it works for me 


I am 25 yem old and developed 1empoIallobe epilepsy causing complex partial seizUIe3 18 months ago. At the time I was 
smoking marijuana a couple of times a week. I immedia1ely ceased smoking as I assumed it would be having a negative effect 
on my condition. Treannent for my seizures 'lItI3 difficult a3 I was allexgic to Dlm1 medicatiom. 1995 'lItI3 a nighlmare. 


JanuaIy thi3 year things began to improve a3 I found a drug combination that seemed to vork (I 'lItI3 on sodiwn ~Talproa1!! , 
1amictal and a common sedative). As I vas feeling a 1ittJe better I thought I might try smoking pot again. When I did I noticed 
that the OCClllleIICe of seizures actually improved. This seemed 10 make seme 10 me a3 marijuana is a fonn of 3edative (lm a 
calming effect). As such I managed to 1Bke myself off my highly addictive prescription sedative with a long half -life. 


I have been smoking pot again regularly ever since. I have also noticed that when I don! t smoke for a period of time my 
seizUIe3 get'WOl"3e again. Recently I found the cOUI8ge to mention thi3 to my netlIOlogist. Hi:! reply'lltl3 that he could not 
recommend that I smoke an illegal drug, but that neurologically it made sense and that it i:! better for you than cigarettes. (I 
have also found other references on the net indicating the 38.1Jle.) 


I would never advise someone hoy much maIijuana they should take and how of1en a3 it really i:! an individual thing, and I 
do acknowledge that it is not for eveI}lOne. However it honestly does work for me. 


P. S. As for how to CEadministerl it - I usually smoke it or sometimes bake it into cookies, either vay it is fun! 


good luck and I hope this bas been of some assis1anCe ! 
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BMA To Lobby For Legal ization Of Marijuana For Medicinal Use 


LONDON, Jul 3 (Reuters) - Nembers of the British t1edical Association 
(BNA) voted unanimously at their annual meeting to lobby Par·l iament for' 
legislation to allow the use of marijuana for management of a number of 
cl inical conditions. The vote took place during the third day of the 
Br1A"s 4-day convention in Edinburgh. 


"('.Ie don·'t 1 • .lJant our' patients. tCI u:.e unlicensed cannabinoids that could be 
dangerous," a spokeswoman for the Br1A said, quoting Dr. Upendra Pati s 
<;I.U thor' of a mot i on to 1 ega 1 i ze mar' i j uana for therapeu tic use. 


Currently, Br-itish physicians are allowed to prescribe h\lo cannabis 
derivatives to inpatients for the single indication of 
chemotherapy-induced nausea. 


A spIJKes~<Jc<!Tlan for the AriA :-a i d tha t the phys i c i an:." group l;JaS not 
interested in decrimina.l izing the drug for general publ ic use. The Bt1A 
is preparing a report on the possible medical uses of marijuana, which 


IAJj 11 be publ i shed in the autumn, she added. 


Britain's physicians are not alone in investigating the possible 
medicinal value of marijuana. A research panel advising the National 
Institutes of Health also has been looKing at therapeutic appl ications 
associated with its use such as management of iatrogenic anorexia and 
glaucoma. 


-London Newsroom 011 44 171 542 6472 
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Pharmacologists Call For' Revamping Of Dr·ug Lal .. <Js 


SAN DIEGO, Nar 11 (Reuters) - At their annual meeting, members of the 
American Societ)' for' Phar-macology a.nd Exper·imenta.l Therapeutics 
clver-vJhelmingl)-' a.pprol.)ed a r-esolution call ing for- an over-haul of the 







nation's drug laws. 


The resolution, which originated at the Hoover Institute at Stanford 
University, criticizes today's emphasis on the legal system and its 
" ... cottage industry of prisons.,," to combat the naticln"~. dr'ug 
prob 1 ems. 


The Resolution for a Federal Commission on Drug Pol icy, IAlhich is 
common I y knQl..vn as the Hoover Resoi uti on, has been signed b;.' l among 
other's, editor's of some of the major medical jour·nal~ .• HCd,vever', a number' 
of medical groups, including the American Medical Association, have not 
endorsed the resolution, which states that society's efforts to punish 
drug abusers have had an unwanted effect in that " .•• legitimate medical 
uses for the rel ief of pain and suffering of patients have been 
suppr.essed. I! 


The professional association intends to mail a coPy of the resolution to 
every member for his or her signature. 


"The vote was a very pleasant and wonderful surprise," said Dr. G. Alan 
Robison, of the University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston. 
One year ago, the Hoover resolution was considered to be too 
controversial to be put on the agenda, but this year it passed. "It sort 
of reflects society at large," said Dr. Robison, referring to voters' 
recent approval of medical marijuana use in Cal ifornia and Arizona. 


Previous I Next I Back to Medical News 
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t1ar·ijuana Should Be Allowed As Therap;.', NEJt1 Editor' Says 


I,~ESTPORT, Jan 30 (Reuters) - Dr. Jerome P. Kassirer', editor-in-chief of 
The Nel..v England Journal of t'ledicine, argues in an editor'ial in the 
January 30 issue of the journal that the government should allow the use 
of marijuana to relieve the pain, nauseo. o.nd l.lomiting experienced by 
patients being treated for advanced stages of cancer, AIDS and other 
diseases. 


In his editorial "Federal Fool ishness and Marijuana," Dr. Kassirer says 
the government should move marijuana from a Schedule 1 drug, which is 
considered potentially addictive with no medical use, to a Schedule 2 
drug, which is considered potentially addictive with some accepted 
med i cal use. Dr'. K.3.s<':. i r'er' I"Jr' i tes, "I be 1 i el)e tho. t a feder'a 1 pc.] i Cy' that 
prohibits physicians from alleviating suffering by prescribing marijuana 
for seriously ill patients is misguided, heavy-handed and inhumane. 
Marijuana may have long-term adverse effects and its use may presage 


2 







serious addictions, but neither long-term side effects nor addiction is 
a r-elevant i::-::-ue in ::-uch patients," 


Dr. Kassirer says it is hypocritical to allow doctors to prescribe 
morphine and meperidine but not marijuana. He says it is also 
hypocritical to demand evidence of therapeutic efficacy because it is 
extremely difficult to quantify the noxious sensations felt by such 
patients. 


Dr-. Kassir-er- concludes: "Some physicians will have the cour-age to 
challenge the continued proscription of marijuana for the sick. 
Eventually, their actions will force the courts to adjudicate between 
the rights of those at death-'::- door and the absolute power- of 
bureaucrats whose decisions are based more on reflexive ideology and 
pol itical corr-ectness tha_n on compassion." 


Previous I Next I Back to Medical News 
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Unpubl i shed Feder-al Study Shows t'lar- i juana Doesn-' t Cau::-e Cancer-


WESTPORT, Jan 31 (Reuter-s) - An unpubl i shed federal study I,<)h i ch ~ljas 


completed mor-e than 2 year-::- ago shm<Jed that tetrah>'dr-ocannabinol .:THO 
didn't cause cancer in laboratory animals. 


The 126-page draft of the unpubl ished study was leaked to AIDS Treatment 
News, which discusses the study in its January 17 issue. The author of 
the article, John S. James, suggested that the study may have been 
suppressed ".,.because its findings are not what the drug-war industry 
would want." John Bucher, deputy director of the National Toxicology 
Program, which conducted the study, said his agency had not been 
pressured to keep the study quiet. He blamed the delay on a personnel 
shortage, according to the Associated Press. 


In the study, THC was put dir-ectly into the stomachs- of rats and mice 
daily for two years. According to AIDS Treatment News, the rats that 
were given THC displayed a clear survival advantage over those in the 
untreated control group, while among the mice there was no survival 
difference between the treated and control group. 


The researchers in the study discovered that the more THe given to the 
mice and the rats, the fewer tumors the animals developed. Because the 
animals that were given the THe weighed less than those in the control 
gr-oup, " ... the r-esear-cher-::- s-pecu I a ted that the I DiAler- body v-Ie i gh t may 







have partly accounted for the increased survival and reduced tumors in 
the THC-treated animals," according to AIDS Treatment News. 


Al though, the study di d not assess the effects of mar i juana smoKe, it 
provided evidence that there is no significant cancer risK from THC. 
HO'JJever, the author cautioned, "It would be IAirong to interpret this 
study as showing a beneficial or protective effect of marijuana." 


Nr. James commented, "The 1 i terature rev i ew on the effH ts of THC and 
marijuana shows how medical research has been pol itically skewed 
(although the paper itself does not state this point). There are almost 
no studies of possible medical uses of marijuana, but many studies 
looking for possible harm." 
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Physician-Assisted Suicide, t1anaged Care Top Agenda At ANA Annual 
t1ee t i ng 


CHICAGO, Jun 25 (Reuter-s) - A IJJide range of issues, from 
physician-assisted suicide to managed care, were debated on opening day 
at this IJJeeK-'s annual At1A House of Delegates meeting. Some 430 delegates 
will consider close to 200 resolutions during this week's meeting to 
establ ish future ~1A pol icies. Voting will begin during today's 
sessions. 


The meeting finds the At'lA coming off its " ... mo~-t successful season of 
Washington lobbying in more than 20 years," noted AriA President Dr. 
Lonnie R. Bristow in his opening remarKs Sunday. Among 10 Key 
medicine-related votes in Congress this year, said Dr. Bristow, 8 were 
favorable to organized medicine. "As a result, no new regulatory 
restrictions are being placed on our profession," he said. "Not one." 


Ethical dilemmas and managed care constraints remain troublesome, 
however, Dr-, Bristow said. IAhile ackno',\fledging that the issue of 
physician-assisted suicide is a highly emotional one, Dr. Bristow 
staunchly opposes it. He stated that doctors " ••• must never prescribe a 
del iberatelY deadly therapy, even if asked ••. What is there to trust 
about a profession which would say it can as easily kill you as save 
you?" he asKed. But the Chicago contingent also heard from ~.uppor-ter-s of 
physician-assisted suicide. "What business is it of organized medicine 
to require the continuation of agony when the result is imminent and 
inevita_ble?" Dr. David P. Carter-, a familY physician in Pal,lItucKet, Rhode 
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Island asked, as quoted in yesterday's Los Angeles Times. A proposal 
E.uppor·ting physician-asE.isted suicide submitted by an Illincds delegate 
rece i \)ed I uke~\larm suppod at a comm i ttee hear i ng Sunday. 


In other Sunday meeting actions: 


- The ANA·' s Counc i I on Eth i ca 1 and ·Jud i cia 1 AHa i r·s conducted an open 
forum to hear comment on cCi.pitation, multiplex genetic teE.ting, quality 
care at end of 1 ife, organ donation, HIV confidential ity and 
confidential ity of patient records. "None of these are easy issues," 
said Dr·, Charles I;}. Plol;.Js, council chairperson, 


- A study of management services organizations released at the meeting 
found that physician input and involvement in treatment decisions and 
qUCi.l i ty of care v,ler·e ke/ fa.c tor·s in the succeE,S of such or·gan i za t ions. 


- At1A member· physicians of the Oklahoma Count~1 Hedical Sc.ciety r·ecei'.)ed 
the At1A f1edal of ~)alor for their· heroic actions follolAting the April 1995 
bombing of the Oklahoma City Federal Building. The award recognized all 
the society's members, who provided volunteer emergency care to 
survivors and their family members and rescue workers. 


Not on this year's agenda is legislation supporting the legal ization of 
mar·ijuana, The At'IA·'s Scientific Council ~<.tithdr·ef.lJ their r·eport in the 
face of str·ong opposi tion and "outr·age" expr·essed by the AmericCi.n 
Psychiatric Associatic.n, the Amer·ican Society of Addiction t'ledicine and 
the Amer· i can Academy of Add i ct i on Psych i atr·)'. At'lA spokesman t'lar·k Stuart 
E.aid that he expects a "" .r·evised '.)er·sion of the r·epc.r·t to be submi tted 
at the group's interim meeting in December." 


-Westport Newsroom 203 221 7648 
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Marijuana Use Changes Brain Chemistry 


NEW YORK, June 26 (Reuters) -- Many people view marijuana as a 
r·ela.ti' . .lely ha.rmless dr·ug, pr·obably beca.use it doesn·'t pr·ompt the severe 
and fr·ightening fiJi thdr·a.l,<Ja.l ·:./mptomE. ':·2 HI in her·oin-user·s and 
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alcohol-abusers. 


Now, two new studies in rats suggest that marijuana causes changes in 
the brain similar to those seen with other drugs, such as nicotine, 
alcohol, cocaine or heroin. And such changes may "prime" the brain -
maKing marijuana-users more susceptible to the action of other drugs. 


"The finding from this and other- studies-, that long-ter-m expc1sur-e to 
cannabinoids (the active ingredient in marijuana) can produce changes in 
the brain that resemble those associated with other major drugs of 
abuse, suggests that addiction to one drug may maKe a person more 
vulnerable to abuse and addiction to other drugs," said study co-author 
Dr. George Koob in a release from the National Institute on Drug Abuse. 
Cannabinoids are compounds that include tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the 
active ingredient in marijuana. 


"Cannabinoid abuse, by activating corticotropin-releasing factor (CRF) 
mechan isms, mal I ead to subt 1 e d i sr-up t i on of bra in prc1cesses- that are 
then "primed" for further and easier disruption by other drugs of 
abuse," said Koob, of the Scripps Research Institute in La Jolla, 
Ca I ifor-rd-:.., 


Corticotropin-releasing factor is a substance that increases in the 
br-ain dur-ing s-tress or I,<)ithdr-al,val fr-om cocaine, alcohol or opiates (such 
as heroin), and is thought to cause depression, anguish, and anxiety. 


In the new study, researchers found that when rats were exposed to a 
synthetic cannabinoid for two weeks, they had a reduction in CRF in the 
amygdala, the part of the brain deal ing with emotions. When the 
cannabinoid was abruptly blocKed with a second agent, CRF levels 
incr-eased and the ra_ts exhibited 1,lIithdr-al,val symptoms, IJJhile at the same 
time, stress-related regions of the brain were activated -- similar to 
that seen in rats withdrawing from cocaine, alcohol, or other drugs. 


These changes in the brain mal explain why long-term marijuana users may 
experience ir-ritabil ity and dis-comfort (-vhen the;'" stop using the drug, 
according to Koob and colleagues at the Univer-s-idad Complutense de 
Madrid in Spain. Marijuana tends to 1 inger in the body, which may 
explain why withdrawal symptoms are not as intense as those with other 
drugs. 


The study also provides scientific support for the gateway hypothesis 
that marijuana-users are at risK for abusing other illegal or legal 
drugs, according to the report. 


In the second study, researchers exposed rats to THC and heroin, and 
found tha_ t bClth drugs- i ncr-eased the neurotransm it ter- dopam i ne in the 
nucleus accumbens, a region of the brain 1 inKed to addiction and 
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drug-seeking behavior. Morphine, cocaine, amphetamine and nicotine are 
a 11 though t to i ncr·ease dopam i ne r·e 1 ease in th i s IAlay, accord i ng to the 
r·es.ear·chers fr·om the Univer··::.ity of [:agl iar·i in Italy. 


A cannabinoid-blocking agent stopped the effect of THC, but not heroin. 
However, a heroin-blocKing agent, called naloxone, halted both the 
effect of THC and the heroin -- suggesting they had a similar 
br·ain-stimulating mechanism. 


"Together, the two sets of experiments suggest that marIjuana 
manipulates the brain's stress and reward systems in the same way as 
more potent drugs, to keep users coming bacK for more," wrote Ingrid 
I,.Jickelgr·en in a Science commentary. 


SOURCE: Science (1997;276: 1967-1968, 2048-2049, 2050-2053) 


Previous I Next I BacK to eline 


Cop yr· i gh t 1997 Reuters limited. 


De Bell is t1D, Gold PIA, Ger·acioti TD Jr·, lishllak SJ, Kl ing t·'lA: 
ASSOCIATION OF FLUO)(ETINE TREATt·1ENT IAITH REDUCTIONS IN CSF 
CONCENTRATIONS OF CORTI COTROPIN-RElEASING HORt'lONE AND ARGININE 
'''}ASOPRESSIN IN PATI ENTS l"')ITH t1AJOR DEPRESS I ON. Amer· i can Jour·na 1 of 
Ps/ch i a tr/ 1993 j 150 (4) : 656-7, Summar·/: The au thor·s. measur·ed CSF 
concentrations of corticotropin-releasing hormone (CRH) and arginine 
vasopressin in nine depressed patients before and after fluoxetine 
treatment. They found significant decreases in CSF CRH, CSF arginine 
vasopressin, and Hamilton depression ratings. Thus, the therapeutic 
effect of this serotonin-uptaKe inhibitor may be related to diminution 
of these ar·ousa l-promot i ng neuropep tides, 


Messiha FS: FLUOXETINE: ADVERSE EFFECTS AND DRUG-DRUG INTERACTIONS. 
[REVIEW], Journal of Toxicology - CI inical Toxicology 1993; 
31(4):603-30. Summary: This ol)ef"s.)iel,\1 summarizes the major and minor· side 
effects and drug interactions of fluoxetine. The adverse reactions 
include the "serotonin s/ndr·ome", cardiovascular· complications, 
extrapyramidal side effects such as aKathisia, dysKinesias, and 
parK i nson i an-l ike syndromes and an appar·en t 1 y i ncr·eased r i sl< of 
suicidal ity. Fluoxetine-induced mania and hypomania, seizures and sexual 
disorders are evaluated along with minor symptoms of allergic reactions, 
stuttering, hematological changes, psoriasis, and inappropriate 
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secretion of the antidiuretic hormone. The major fluoxetine-drug 
interactions involve the amino acids L-dopa and L-tryptophan, 
anorexiants, anticonvulsants, antidepressants, anxiolytics, calcium 
channel blocker-s, cyproheptadine, 1 ithium salts, and drugs of abus-e. The 
under-lying mechanism and the par-~doxical effects of fluoxetine ar-e 
addressed. [References: 251] 


Gigl i GL, Diomedi t1, Troisi A, Bcddinetti F, t1ar'ciani NG, Gir-olct.mi E, 
Pasini A: LACK OF POTENTIATION OF ANTICONt")ULSANT EFFECT B--{ FLUO::<ETINE IN 
DRUG-RESISTANT EPILEPSY. Seizur-e 1994; 3(3):221-4. Summar-y: To test the 
hypothesis that fluoxetine may be a useful adjunct to antiepileptic 
therapy, we treated with fluoxetine (20-40 mg/day) nine patients 
suffering from medically intractable epilepsy with daily seizures. Five 
patients remained unchanged and four worsened. Worsening was more 
evident at 40 mg/day. One pa_tient impr-o'-Jed t;Jhen r-t>Cei'Jing the lQ!.-\ter- dose 
(20 mg/day) and t .. <lor-sened t,<lith the higher- dos-e (40 mgida./). These d-~ta 


suggest: (1) that fluoxetine is not effective as add-on antiepileptic 
treatment; (2) that caution should be exerted when using fluoxetine as a 
an antidepressive treatment in epileptic patients. 


Tueth t1J: RE~JISITING FLUOXETINE (PROXAc) AND SUICIDAL PREOCCUPATIONS. 
Journal of Emergency Nedicine 1994; 12(5):685-7. Summary: Several 
r-epc.r-ts tAlere publ ished in the psychiatric 1 iter-ature in 1990 and 1'?91 
documenting fluoxetine (Prozac) causing patients to consider or attempt 
suicide. During the following 2 years, retrospective studies appeared in 
the medical 1 iterature that seemed to indicate that suicidal 
preoccupation was not related to the antidepressant fluoxetine (Prozac) 
but was probably a symptom of the depressive illness. Recent studies 
have suggested, however, that fluoxetine (Prozac) may in fact lead to 
suicidal behavior because the drug appears to adverselY affect 
serotc.ner-gic neur-on-3_1 dischar-ge and induce an aKathisia-l iKe 
extrapyramidal reaction. While fluoxetine (Prozac) has a very favorable 
side effect profile compar-ed to the tr-jc/clic antidepress-ants-, it may 
cause aKathisia and induce a small subset of patients to consider or 
attempt su i c i de. 


<http://t,oJt.A)t_.v .men tal heal th. com/dr-ug/p30-p05. h tml > 


Fluoxetine 


Brand name: Prozac 
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Pr'ecaut ions 


Anxiety and Insomnia: 
Dur'ing pr'emar'keting cl inical tr'iais, anxiety, ner'vousness and insomnia 
were reported by 10 to 15% of patients treated with fluoxetine. These 
s.ymptoms led to discontinua.tion of the drug in 5~'; of the patients.. 


I ... Je i gh t Change: 
Significant weight loss, especially in underweight depressed patients, 
may be an undesirable result of treatment with fluoxetine. 


Mania/Hypomania: 
Dur'ing premar'keting clinic.~1 tr·ials. in a patient population compr·is.ed 
primar·il;, clf unipolar depressives, hypomania or' mania occurred in 
approximately 1% of fluoxetine treated patients. The incidence in a 
general patient population which might also include bipolar depressives 
is. unknollJn. The I ikel ihood of hypomanic or manic episodes may be 
increased at the higher dosage levels. Such reactions require a 
reduction in dosage or discontinuation of the drug. 


Seizures: 
Fluoxetine should be used with caution in patients with a history of 
convulsive disorders. The incidence of seizures associated with 
fluoxetine dur·ing cl inical tr'ials did nClt appear' to differ' fr'om that 
reported with other marketed antidepressants; however, patients with a 
history of convulsive disorders were excluded from these trials. 


Concurrent administr'ation with electr'oshock ther'apy should be avoided 
because of the absence of experience in this area. There have been rare 
r'epods of a prolonged seizur'e in patients. on fluoxetine r·ecei'.Jing EeT 
treatment. 


Hypokalemia: 
Se I f- induced vClm it i ng of ten I eads to hypoka I em i a. wh i ch ma:" I m.<Jer· se i zur'e 
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thr'eshold and/or may lead to cardiac conduction abnor·ma.l ities, 
Electrolyte levels of bul imic patients should be assessed prior to 
initiation of treatment. 


Suicide: 
The possibil it)' of a suicide attempt is inherent in depression and may 
persist until significant remission occurs. Therefore, high risk 
patients should be closely supervised throughout therapy and 
consider·a.tion should be given to the possible need for hospitaliza.tion. 
In order to minimize the opportunity for overdosage, prescriptions for 
fluoxetine should be written for the smallest quantity of drug 
consistent with good patient management. 


Pleasant, Unpleasant Effects Of Marijuana Use Related In Part To 
Genetics 


I"JESTPORT, Apr' 07 (Reuter's,) - Genetics appear to playa r'ole in mar·ijuana 
use, according to a report in the current journal Addiction. 


Dr. Michael J. Lyons, an investigator at Harvard University Medical 
School in Boston, Massachusetts, and colleagues there and at other U.S. 
sites. eva.luated the response to smoKing mar·ijuana in mor'e than 8,000 
male twins register'ed i.JJith the I.}ietnam Era TIAlin Registry. Pairs of hvins 
who reported using marijuana at least 5 times completed a subjective 
questionnaire assessing their "positive" and "negative" responses to the 
dr·ug. 


"Identical male twins were more I iKely than nonidentical male twins to 
report similar responses to marijuana use," according to an NIH press 
r·eleas.e. 


Although positive subjective responses to marIjuana use were correlated 
with an increased frequency and duration of drug use, this association 
was not strong. Dr. Lyons explains that the team " •.. did not get 
information about the frequency, or strength of the [positive or 
negative] reaction, which may have had an influence on frequency of use 
that we could not detect." 


"Genetic influence on subjective effects is probably one of several 
genetically influenced mechanisms that mediate the association between 
the genotype and the phenotype of drug-using behavior," the 
investiQator·s. conclude. "Environmental factors are a.lso very 1 i~:ely to 
influen~e drug use via mechanisms in addition to learned bel iefs and 
e;{ p e c tat i on s . " 
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Addiction 1997;92:000-000. 


-i.<Jestpor·t NevJsrc.om 203 221 7648 


Previous I Next! Back to Medical News 
Copyright) 1997 Reuters Limited. 


AtiA Delegates t)ote To Continue To Oppose Ph)'sicii:!.n-Assisted Suicide 


CHI CAGO, ,Jun 26 (Reu t2i'~') 
Gen. Barry McCaffrey, director of National Drug Control Pol icy, who is 
knot..<Jn as the "drug czar," addr'essed a specii:!.l s.ession of the At'lA House 
of Delegates Tuesday afternoon. He said of the drug problem that 
" ..• this is not that tough an issue. It's not AIDS. It's not 
r·acism ... One of the biggest pr'oblems I face is apathy and the attitude 
that it is somebody else's problem." Dr. McCaffrey does not support the 
legal ization of marijuana and says that arguments in favor of 
legal ization are those of " ..• bright but frustrated people." 


http://wVJw.pantless.com/ .. pdxnc.rm1.l091296 . h tml 


The Nation's Correctional Population Reaches 5.4 Mill ion 


As noted previously in the Aug. 22 Portland NORML Weekly News Release, 
the United States' "Prison Population Climb[edJ To 1.6 Million 
Nationwide" in 1995, up 100 percent in the past decade. Also noted Aug. 
22 was the omission from this year's Justice Department press release of 
the number of people serving parole or probation in 1995. The latest 
government press releases with those numbers have now been located, and 
it turns out America's total correctional population reached about 5.4 
million in 1995 compared to 5.1 million the yea.r before, including 
"almost 3.8 mill ic.n adult men and t,<lomen on pr'obation or par'ole i:!.t the 
end of 1995, an increase of about 119,000 during the year." ("Probation 
and Parole Population Reaches Almost 3.8 Mill ion," June 30, 1996, posted 
a t gopher' ://WIAtI,<.I. oj p ,u sdoj ,gO\) : 70/00/bj s/pr e s.s/p ap95 . pr:>. Th e Ju'~ tic e 
Department's Aug. 18, 1996 press release headed "Almost 1.6 milll ion men 
and women in the Nation's Prisons and Jails ," is posted at 
gopher://www.ojp.usdoj.go\):70/00/bjs/press/pji95.pr. 


The Justice Department press release for 1994, headed "The Nation's 
Correctional Population Tops 5 Mill ion," dated Aug. 27, 1995 and posted 
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at http :.//IAU..'JI .. <J. p.:<.n t I I?:'S. com./""Jpdxnor·ml/doj pr·3. h tml j ~.ta tl?S thl?r·1? I..<Jer·1? 
"t1ore than 5.1 million Aml?r·ican:. - or· a.lmost 2,7 pH-Cl?nt of the adult 
populo.tion ... under· some for·m of corTl?ctic.nal ~.upH·vi~.ion" in 1994, 
including 2,962,000 adults on probation and 690,000 adult:. on paroll? 
Whill? la:.t lear~:. Justice Departml?nt prl?ss rell?a:'1? did not statl? thl? 
actual number of people incarcerated in 1994, thl? number can be deduced 
ea:.ily enough, starting with thl? Departml?nt of Justicl?'s stateml?nt that 
"Almost threl?-quarters of these [5.1 mill ion] men and ~<Joml?n wer·e bl?ing 
supl?r·vised in thl? community on pr·obation clr parclll? The other~. WH·e 
confined in jailor prison." If one starts l..IIith 5.1 million and 
subtracts 2,962,000 probationl?rs [= 2,138,000) and thl?n 690,000 paro]l?l?s 
[= 1,448,000], thl? resulting number of prisoners is consistent with the 
statement that "almost threl?-quartl?rs ..• were ••. on probation or 
parole" [4 x 1,448,000 = 5,792,000]. 


Currently, about 70 pl?rcl?nt of all fedl?ral pri:.oner:. arl? drug offendl?r:. 
- almost 20 per·cl?nt of them marijuana POIAls. If t1ultnomah County cour·t 
rl?cords for 1996 arl? indicative (sel? "Body Count," abovl?), morl? than 55 
percl?nt of all felons sentenced locally to county jails or state prisons 
arl? also drug offendl?rs, though the county doesn't sl?parate thl? 
mar i j u ",.n a ta 11 y. 


111l?gal Drug Users - Helping MaKe Aml?rica Strong 


Prohibitionists o.re fond of citing bogus statistic:. pur·porting to shm ... J 
that cannabis consumers and other illl?gal-drug u:.er:. arl?, on the who]l?, 
a drag on bus i nes:. pr-oduct i v i ty, I n fact, hOI'<Jel}l?r, thHI? is 1 itt 1 e 
crl?dibll? evidence on thl? subjl?ct, and what good evidence there is 
:.uggl?sts that the only drug whose use significantly correlates with 
lower productil.}it;.' and higher I..'Jor·Kplacl? accidents is alcohol, and eVl?n 
thl?n only among heavy drinKl?rs. * 


A~. documl?ntl?d bl?lol,<J, the 19'7'5 National Housl?hc<1d Survl?Y on Drug Abusl? 
and the August 1996 statistics fr·om the U.S. Depar-tment of Labor state 
that 71 pl?rcl?nt of cannabis consuml?rs and other illl?gal drug uSl?rs arl? 
gainfully I?mployed, compared to just 63.3 pl?rcent of the general 
population. So ll?t the prohibitionists I?xplain, in view of the 
gover·nment·'s olJJn figur·es, just how locKing up illegal-dr·ug user·s is 
going to improve thl? productivity of Americans (who arl? already the most 
productive workl?rs in the world - a:. well as the biggest ill icit-drug 
consumer·~.) . 


As noted in the "Science & thl? Citizen" column in the March 1990 
Scientific American, the myth that illegal-drug users impair overall 
business productivity was first put forth by Prl?sidl?nt Bush and thl? U.S. 
Chamber of Comml?r·ce as rl?centl y d.S 1989 ("Test Negat i ve -- A look a.t the 
·'evidence' ju~.tifying illicit-dr-ug te~.t~.," pp. 18 & 22, pos.ted at 
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http:.//'.,oJ'Alw,pantless.,com/·-'pdxnor·ml/test,html). HCd,vever·, l,lJhen Sc.ientific 
Amer·ican examined the evidence cited by Bush and the Chamber of 
Commer·ce, the r·esear·ch shOl..'.Jed that (,oJor-kers. I,llhc. tes·ted posi t i'.le only for 
marijuana: 1) cost less in health insurance benefits; 2) had a higher 
than .:r.verage rate of pr·omoti cln; 3) e:<h i b i ted 1 es'::. absen he i sm; and 4) 
were fired for cause less often than workers who did not test positive, 
The article specifically states: 


Yet according to [White House drug-pol icy official Henrick J.l Harwood 
there was no significant difference between the income of households 
with current users of any illegal drug - including marijuana, cocaine 
and heroin - and the income of otherwise similar households. Does this 
mean that current use of even hard drugs - as opposed to perhaps a 
single marijuana binge in the distant past - does not lead to any 
"lo·:.s"? "You 1 .. ~Oljld be Crn safe ground sB.ying that," HarlAlood r·eplies. 


fr·om Hemp: Life] ine tCl the Futur·e, by Chr·is CClnr·ad, 1994, pp, 192-19:::, 
part of Chapter 16, "A World of Cannabis Cultures." Creative Xpressions 
Publ ications, Los Angeles., ISBN 0-9639754-1-2, ·$12.95 fr·om FS Bool{ 
Company, Sacramento, 1-800-635-8883 credi t ca.rds, 916-771-4203 customer· 
service. 


American High Society 


The extent of cannabiS smoking during the Colonial era is still subject 
to debate. President George Washington wrote a letter that contained an 
crbl ique refer·ence to ~\Ihat may have been ha·:.hish. "The ar·tificial 
preparation of hemp, from Silesia, is really a curiosity." (38) Washington 
made specific written references to Indian hemp, or cannabis indica, and 
hoped to "have disseminated the seed to others. "(39) His August 7, 1765 
diary entry, "began to separate the male from the female (hemp) plants," 
describes a harvesting technique favored to enhance the potency of 
·;mok i ng cannab i ,::., among other· r·easons, (40) Hemp far·mer· Thomas ,..Teffer·son 
and paper maKer Ben FranKl in were ambassadors to France during the 
initial surge of the hashish vogue. Their celebrity status and 
progressive revolutionary image afforded them ample opportunities to try 
nellJ exper· i enceE·. Jeffer·E.on smuggl ed Ch i nese hemp seed,::· to Amer· i ca and is 
credited with the phrase in the Declaration of Independence, "Life, 
1 iberty and the pursuit of happiness." 


Did the Founding Fathers of the United states of America smoke cannabis? 
Some researchers thinK so. Dr. Burke, president of the American 
His. tor i ca 1 Refer·ence Soc i e ty and a consu 1 tan t for the Sm i thson i an 
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Institute, counted seven early presidents as cannabis smoKers: George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, Andrew 
Jackson, Zachary Taylor and FranKl in Pierce. (41) "Early letters from our 
fClund i ng fathers refer to the pleasures of hemp smoK i ng," sa i d Bur-Ke. 
Pierce, Taylor and JacKson, all mil itary men, smoKed it with their 
troops. Cannabis was twice as- popular among Amer-ican soldiers in the 
Mexican l,.Jar as in l)ietnam: Pierce IAfrote to his family that it was "about 
the only good thing" about that war. 


Central and Western African natives were farming and harvesting cannabis 
sativa in North Amer-ica a:- s-laves. If they did smoKe on the plantations, 
that would be Kept secret. (42) By the time of the Louisiana purchase in 
1803, New Orleans had a mixed Spanish, French, Creole, Cajun, Mexican 
and BlacK population. The city teemed with adventurers and sailors, wise 
to the ways clf cannab is. I twas mixed with tobacco or smoked alone, used 
to season food (43), to treat insomnia and impotence, and so on. 


Cannabis was mentioned as a medicinal agent in a formal American medical 
text as early as 1843. (44) 


38 A region now shared by Germany & Poland. Letter to Dr. James 
Anderson, May 26, 1794. in Writings of George Washington. Washington DC. 
vol. 33. p. 384. 


39 Ibid. vol. 35. p. 72 


40 Such as crea t i ng more space for females to flower for- seed 
production, or to take advantage of the male fiber before it overmatures 
in the field. 


41 Burke asserted that Washington & Jefferson were said to exchange 
smoking blends as personal gifts. Washington reportedly preferred a pipe 
full of "the leaves of hemp" to alcohol, & wrote in his diaries that he 
enjoyed the fragrance of hemp flowers. Madison once remarked that hemp 
gave him insight to create a new & democratic nation. Monroe, creator of 
the Monroe Doctrine, began smoking it as Ambassador to France & 
continued to the age of 73. Bur-ke. "Pot & Pr-esident",-." in Green Egg. CA. 
June 21, 1975 


42 "That might explain some cultural differ-ences." Aldr-ich, t1ichael, 
Ph.D. /On use of marijuana by slaves in colonial times."' in Best of High 
Times. vol. 10. 1991. p. 61 
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Kevin Sa 11YlCerS 
Enrlish 10, 3 
Nov~mber l~, 1971 


?i lly ",as scared. And 1".e could t~ll YO'l 1f.1hy. 


It W~3 th~ witch~s. 


The ones in tha w81ls. 


Svery ni~ht th~y would come, torment him. He would huddle 


1~en~.gth the o8dcloth"'s and shiver uncontrollably. "".fle're roinp" 


to ("'rot, VO"}!'f they TJ'Jould l~er sGtc:~ic2lly at 3illy, qua~cin.~ un-


Yessiree, Billy did ind~ed ~ave ? Droh12~. 


So he tol~ his Da~~n~s. 


* '" '" 


Cilly's rarents ~cr9 extr~~ely untaopy and dissatisfied 


\I\lith "Silly. 


'Pil1y's ~atr:or 51io, sh~ki:l~ his he.qd from side-to side 41C •••• 


in r8si~~~tio~ ov~r the ~p~~~nts of his hr~akfast • 


. \snir1tion." -(~is own comnulsian consistej o~ an irrRststsbl~ 
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So they took Billy to a Child Psychiatrist. 


* * 


"P~llo, Billy," th2 Child Psychiatrist said. "How are you 


fE'!~linf-" todaY?"~ 


"Uh, all ri~ht," answered Billy hesitsntly. 


"Sit dOVT!1, 'r SAid The PsYcri.atrist c.:::>ntlv. 


Billy sat. 


"Your par9nts tell me you have trouble sleeping," he probed. 


Billy sat, silent. 


The Psychietrist nopped the question. "Why?TT 


"Th-th-the i!Ji tches, I! Silly :Janaged to stutt'3r out. 


!r~'Tow, t'ell !"1e, Billy, why _ do the ,,-,Titches scare you?" 


Billy startod bRwlin~. 


'r'T'vDical j.'1corri.9::ible j"lv,::>nile d<=>linque!1t, 'f 


~x-


more of those i~a~i~ary witches of yo~rs. Ri~ht?" 


* 







And then; In the Year of Our Lord Nineteen Seventy-TvIO, 


in the ni~ht of October Eiphto.enth ••• 


They got him. 


\f\oR~\...: \~"~\J 'A~\)t ~a {J~~\'((e \a ~ 'Jf ~~ 
~ \~) \?::£..(j)\;{\~ ~ ~~~?(\C R~\<~\..}c~lP. 
\)t \}.J\\.\.. ~l\J"/C},'nt \..{C)j. 


3 







GEOHGS IN SCHRATZBERG 


When George Rabino'witz dorve into Schratzberg, he didn't 


realize what he was putting himself in for. Of course, hardly 


anybody does these days, but George had never heard of Schratzberg 


anyway_ 


~he sign at the edge of town boldly proclaimed 9Schratzberg-


POD. 173." George did not notice it, however. He dUDve blithely 


un to the service station, and when the boy approached, cried, 


"Fill fer up!" This service dischar~ed, he naid for the ~as 


~~rl c~ndidlv st~tad "I'm George ~abinowitz. Do you k~ow of a 


cast. ITT'"ell, sir," he ronlied, IITh"Te' s a roadhouse ~;b()ut a 


mile UD t!-:9 road." ffThank you~' sry:iled GeorP.:9, and Eunned 0:1 


un the road. ':'he boy THatched th'? ro?d for SO!":9 time, and then 


turned crimly to the telenho~e. 


)'.fter a time r;iv':m to Cillo1tl Geor?"~ to settl=> cOl1fortably, a !( 


knock ca~e on ~he door. ITCome in!!1 Geor7e €i"'~~e.- Sho'.lted over 


the no is e of his ba th. !rT,~Iho is it?!' George again, of course. 


W'Te 've co!"'::=' for ya, ya dirty bast=\ rd!" bellm\Jed one of the three 


burly men now occuoying Georp.:e's roo~, ~hile srashing ttrou?h 


the tRt~room door and hodilv ~eavin7 Geor~e into the ot~er roo~. 


',T',Te 'rep.:oing to te~lch y011 dirty bastards so:"'!ething! 'I scrneched 


~oo~~av and ~ust '-A _ .... .!, ..:. L' 







they drove to a cert~o1i:'rpe tn that town. It l."las known locally 


as "Hane-in' rr"'e ~t ..... '8. t ts conveniently low brAnches. There, 


to the aDDlausA of the nODulace, he was strung up with Rll due ae 


pomn And ceremony •. 


B~fore tho l~st ~an denartert, he tnnned and spat, saying 


"That'll te3 ch them dirty fuckin' Geor~e~!!t His name v-Jas Tony. 


FIN 


~O~AL: Some neople can hate you for anything. 







TRANSPORTATION:, OR, HOW THE COOKIES CRUMBLE WITH GOVERNMENT INrERVENl10N 
Kevin Saunders, 1973 (Telluride Association Summer Program Application essay) 


The quality of American transportation has recently been subjected to a great deal of criticism, and this criticism is expected 
to become even more popular in the passage of time. It is our opinion that the root of these transportation problems has been 
ignored, and that continued ignorance will result in even greater problems. 


First one must remember that transit by means of roads has traditionally been a concern of the federal government. Our 
present federally-funded state highway system was conceived in 1916, and has been federally co-ordinated since 1921. The 
Interstate Highway System was created in 1956 with the passage of the Interstate Highway Act, in order to "further the national 
defense" and to "encourage interstate commerce." Since then American transportation has been dominated by the highway and 
freeway systems which span the continent and girdle the cities. 


Another federal concern has been the regulation of commerical transportation, to prevent the "gouging" of the customers of 
transport concerns. Since the passage of the Interstate Commerce Act government regulation of the industry has been constantly 
expanded in size and scope and now covers its every aspect. 


The last major government activity affecting transportation is the levying of property taxes. This is significant (although 
local) because railroads are the only segment of the industry which must pay property taxes on their right-of-way, due to the fact 
that only the railroads own their own right-of-way. All other transport facilities are under government ownership (thus tax
exempt). resulting in a considerable inequity of competition. 


The establishment of the Interstate Highway System was largely responsible for the creation of urban freeway systems. by 
allowing the cities to pass on 90% of the construction bill to the federal government. This relieved the cities. to a large extent, 
of the burdens of raising tax monies and/or floating bond issues, and the concomitant difficulty of both-taxpayer approval. 
(Besides-it's free! All free!) As a result of this, most of the Interstate Highway traffic has been local in nature, and more 
efficient mass transit systems have been abandoned. 


This is the aspect of the highway system which has eluded many observers: the hidden costs of this system. When the 
federal government began funding highway systems, motoring was used largely for short-haul runs with a low passenger or 
freight density along the route traveled. In this type of situation, automobile travel is fairly efficient. With the federal funds. 
however. road systems expanded and improved in quality. and therefore attracted more traffic. As road construction and 
maintenance are funded by user's taxes, more money was available for road building. Traffic increased. Funds again increased. 
Soon congestion became a problem, so more funds were expended. to enlarge urban road systems, which expansion again 
encouraged more usage of these systems. Those employing the systems figured that they were economizing by making more use 
of their car. and that at any rate, automobile travel was ·more convenient. When automobile travel become inconvenient, the 
obvious solution was to build more roads and parking lots to accomodate the ever-burgeoning automobile growth. Which 
attracted traffic, which increased funds, which ... soon everybody would be driving, and that wonderful convenience would be 
compensated for by the traffic jams. And where was that economy? An illusion at 12 cents a mile, with rail travel at 4 cents. 
Remember that road right-of-ways are tax-exempt, so that the 12 cents per mile figure would be ludicrously low in a competitive 
situation. With cities dying for lack of revenue, up to half of any given urban area is tax-exempt pavement. With a cumulative 
toll of 1,600,000 lives since 1900, and inestimable fmancial, social, and environmental costs (60% of all air pollution is caused 
by automobiles; no-one has bothered to compile statistics for related activities), the highway system seems to be a pretty dismal 
failure. 


In the field of government regulation, it is estimated that uncalled-for regulation causes a loss of approximately $10 billion 
a year in the transportation industry. There should be no need to elaborate upon the causes of wasteful regulation, as it is rather 
well known that the tendency of any entrenched bureaucracy is to expand its domain. This has happened, and at the expense of 
economy. 


Property taxation has probably been one of the largest problems in transportation. The only transportation concerns 
subjected to property taxes on rights-of-way are the railroads. In addition only the railroads are expected to construct and 
maintain their own rights-of-way: highways and air terminals are provided &nW. to the truck, bus, and airline businesses. 
Railroads pay some $300 million in property taxes each year, and face subsidized competition. It appears that federal ownership 
of rail rights-of-way (once proposed by William F. Buckley Jr.) is to be the solution, and is being considered as a cure for the 
Penn Central's woes. This eliminates the tax problem, but leaves the way open for government mismanagement, and would seem 
to stifle expansion of the rail system. 


It should be fairly apparent that at the root of our transportation problems lies government intervention in commerce. ~s 
intervention has been responsible for the adoption of an inefficient mode of mass transit nationwide, and has stifled competition 
which would benefit the consumer, besides abetting further government intervention in other areas. We contend that a re
examination of the government's role in transportation is called for. 


As for what policies should be adhered to in the light of the difficulty of achieving government disengagement without 
considerable economic dislocation, we regard a policy of gradualism as being the most ~alatable. All fund.ing for local hif,hways 
not actually under construction should be terminated. Several urban expressway projects near completion have already ~en 
abandoned due to a reconsideration of transportation policy by city governments. Efforts should be made to conVlDce 
governments of the disutility of expressways, when funds are comitted to such projects not yet being built. ~o compl~te the 
remaining third of the Interstate System in the knowledge that the system is practically useless would be foohsh, despite the 
considerable investment already made. The eventual goal of the government should be the sale of all major roads into private 
hands during the next quarter century, with a gradual letup of maintenance on all unsalable ~oads to dis~ourage then: use. Airports 
should be should sold also, as soon as possible. There should be a concurrent dec~ntrolling ~f the l:Ddustry, taki~~ e~fect o~er 
about five to ten years. These measures would help bring the modes ~f tr~spo~tion bac~ IOto the.1I' proper equillbnu~ With 
the ultimate say belonging to the consumer. Nothing could restore satisfaction With Amencan transit systems more qUickly or 
satisfactorily. 







· 'l'ITNESS 


'1hittaker Chambers 


I choose to review this book because I believe that it 


conveys the sens~ of an important element in modern cohserv


atism, the recognition ot the need for transcendency, which 


has been totally ignored in other political movements. The 


night hAS been the only segment of the political spectrum to 


ignore the claT.or for Utooia, and recognize the obduracy of 


th~ human individual 3nd the self-defeating nature of need


less coercion. Recognition is also given the fact that the 


cultural inheritance is the most important of all ~md that 


cultural achievement dies with tyranny. Chambers' book is 


the story of the disintegration of a culture, dUG to compla


cency and loss of vision, and the Btt::Jrnpts of a legatee to 


find an nutlet for his own vision of mankind's destiny with


in the Communist Party. It is the story of a peon18 'who are 


nrofoundly Rshnmed of their culture, and who go to all ends 


to IiUcntlat.tt.it. 


Cha!"'!bers re11tes his lif~'_.; .>tory, [Ind in doing so, 


strins bare th~ fac·1de of oar culture, revealing the lack of 


a Dhilosonhical and metaphysical framework. He penetrates to 


the core of our cultural crisis, the lack of a sense of com


munity, which stems from the lack of rl common cultural ~oal, 
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however foolish or unreasonable. This lack had led to the 


fragmentation of the cultural mainstream into clannish seg


ments, unviable over the long run. This has proceeded through 


the instrumentality of th·= State's assumption of ever-greater 


powers over the ir.dividual, and its inculcation of a sense of 


t)ow~rles3ness and cultural malaise within the individual, lead


ing; to his withdr·3wal frolf:. the culture at lar~e. A continua


tion of this trend will inevitably lead to the death of West


ern civilization as we know it. 


Chambers beglns the book \'1ith the tale of his desertion 


from the ~oviet intelligence apparatus, and the causes of his 


desertion from the cause he had earlier turned to for the sa1-


v~tion of mankind. He V3ter relat~s the circumstances of his 


early life, nnd his early disillusiO~T.ent with the state of 


the world, which led hLm to the ~doption of ths faith of rev


olution<1ry cOiTh'r..unlsm. About a third of the book is devoted to 


his ;.;cti vi ties in the com:nunist unde!"'.:?;round, EICd another third 


to the Hiss Case. In the former third, he c!escrir:es his re


lationshiD "Io',i til the Alnerican Communist Party, r.is induction 


into the:oviet under~round, the \'lOrk he did in the under


.p:round, And the neoDle vdth whom he '::orked. He gives an ac


count in detail of his friendshiu with Al~er HiSS, the basis 


for his 18ter testimony against Hiss. The latter t~ird deals 


with the Hiss Ca3~ itsel.f, C1:amhers' testimony, and the events 


surroundin'" the cas:'? 







Chambers' writing is polished and extremely effective 


throughout the book. Heecornmunicat<3s the sense of tragedy 
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he himself felt at tha failur~s of !l1ankind to achieve knowl


edge of causes and ultimate ends, and to ~chieve peace with 


himself and others. His writing evokes a stillness from with


in, and summons forth common memories. Chambers maintains no 


emotional pret~ns3S, nor does he spare himself the fullest 


extent of self-revelation. The emotional intensity of the 


writing at its heights is best described as simply incredible. 


I find it difficult to do it justice, and finding myself doubt


in~ my canAbility to do so, pass on. 


'I;'hat CllBr.l~erS ha '3 at tempt-?d to ~Hake appar-dnt to t,hose who 


have failed to understand the deen~r import of the Case, is 


that this Case is r9Dresentational of a lar~er conflict, a 


conflict between t\'10 opnosing philosophies of life J a conflict 


to the death. Oppos~d to the traditional ~estern attitude to


wards life as sacrad, there 15 th~ attitude that life is good 


only .95 i't is a tool for 'the interests of some or all, and 


t.h:1t the emotional and spiritual needs o.f the human. heiDR are 


insignificant. '::e must realize th3t there is a conflict, and 


thAt we have left ourselves vulner~blp. through forgetfulness 


of Duroose to the ravages of an alien philosophy. As u firm 


believer in t.he vision of m~r!kind ra.ised by centuries of '!Jest


ern culture. Chalnbers firmly rpnudiated through both his thoughts 


and deeds the notion that ~en should b8 regarded as sacrificial 


a'1i"l":3ls to be '.lsqd ;:-15 fodder for th~ dr.?ar.'ls of toeace ;md broth-
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erhood," to be achieved through coercion unending and the in


evitable mutual distrust coercion engenders. Against this 


wider panorama, Chambers stands out as a man who sacri£iced 


his hopes for happiness, that the culture he believed in might 


thereby have a chance at survival. Thus presented, Chambers 


is indeed an awesome witness. 
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Mmll MAI.RAlJX AND TBI DBKOH or DBS'lDIY 


The.l. Sentence: .Andre Malraux'. life and phl108ophlc ide ... tbaIII8e1ve. con
aru8nt and Il8ce.aari1y interrelated. have influenced the 
content of both hie fictilma1 _d nonflctf.oDa1 worka. 


1. Malraux' a Life 


A. 'the .. pnd ad the Facts of Us Life 


B. The Gell8ra1 Signlficance of the Pacts of Malraux'. Life 


11. 
II. Malraux' 8 Phi1osophlc Ideas 


A. Their Origin 


B. The Ideas 


c. 'thelr lte1atioo to Bi. Development 


III. The Influence of Malraux's Life and Ideas 00 Hi8 Works 


A. Influence of Hi. Philosophic Ide .. 
. 


B. Influence of 81. Life 







The content of the hench writer ADdre Halr.x's worka. both his novels 


end his books on art. h.. been strongly lIlflueneed by the course of his ear


ly life end his philosophic ide ... which were t ..... lve. nurtured by each 


other. fte cODtfaaiDg value end 1Dfluence of llalraux'. books lUke it worth


while to UDderatend their roota 1D the experience and development of thia 


extremely complex end gifted maD. 


There has grown up around Malraux's life a considerable body of legend 


which baa obscured the facts of his early year. end has been respooaible for 


some miaunderstendings of Malraux both as a novelist end ... public figure; 


which must first be dlaposed of in order to comprehend the inf1uellce of Hal-


raux's early experiences. 


Andre Malream was bom on November 3, 1901 (soma verslons of the legend 


have sald 1905). CODtrary to legend, he dld not acqulre a baccalaureat frOID 


the Lycee Concordet. nor did he study at the BcAle des Langues Orientales; 


he preferred lDateM to learn OIl his OWD, aemlna a 11vlllg by plck1Dg up 


rara books from secondhand daalers end rase11lug them to rare-bookstoras. l 


Be dld. 1n 1923. undertake en archaeological expedltlon to C.bodla with hls 


wife Clara, end was sentenced to prison for what the French Indochinese Gov-


a~nt cODStrued as the theft of statues fram publicly protected ruins 


(whlch wara, .. lla1reux contendad, balug strangled by jungle growth). but it 


laobert .ayne, A .ortralt of Andre llalream (Englewood Cliffa. If. J.: 
l'rantlce-Ba11, Inc •• 1970). p. 15. 
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18 unlikely that .. lraux was imprisOll8d for covert Jolitical activities .. 


has been suggested, since prior to his "f.mprisOl1lll8nt" be was largely apoli-
2 


tical. Nor is it likely that Malraux's Indochinese adventure was quite .. 


glaoroualy hazardous as same have made out; .lD fact, the area lD which he 


sought sculpture w.. not particularly dangerous, and· the tropic fever he .rd


mittedly contracted there might just as _11 have been picked up in any 


South AaleD capital city.3 


loaD after Malraux was released on a technicality he did return to co


. found an anti-Gova~nt paper, L'Indochf.ne, but he did not very likely 


work 88 a propag8Ddist and conspirator in caton during the Chinese Revolu


tion (ca. 1925), and Malraux himself baa denied any' role 88 a IIl8IIber of the 


KuomlDtang Committee of Twelve and other reported upper-echelon 1uvolvemant.4 


As a matter of fact, there 1& no evidence whatsoever to the effect that Mal-


raux even touched foot on Chinese soil until several years after the events 


he has used as settings in two books (demoli8hing the notion that h18 early 


novels are just "solid reportorial work"), and then only on a 8hort vi8it. 5 


After the publication of his DIOst widely acclaimed book, Kan's Fate, in 


1933, he did beCOE an increasingly important spokesman for the Left, but 


the CoaIIIunist '~ty was su8picious of him on the whole, and regarded him as 


doctrinally unreliable. Be Deve1' lent hla artistic abilitie8 out for PU1'


pose8 of propaganda, although many have 1'egarded a few of hi8 works as "me1'e 


p1'ppaganda;" Leon Trot8ky, doctrinally "f.mpu1'e" him8elf, suggeated in a book 


2nenis Boak, Andre 1fa11'aux (OXford: OXford Univeraity '1'88a, 1968), p. 10. 


3w. K. P1'ohock, Andre Malraux and the Tryic Imagination (Stanford, ca.: 
Stanford Univer8ity Pres8, 1952). p. 12. 


4sdmund Wi18ou, "And1'e Malraux," in lfalraux: A Collection of Critical 
IS8aY8, ed. by a.. W. B. Lewia (Inglewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice -Ball, Inc., 
1964). p. 30. 


Cecil Jenk1ns, ADd1'e Malraux (New York: Tvayoe Publi811er8. Inc., 1972), 
p. 37. 
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review of The Conquerors (published tD 1928) that the author needed .. 801-
i 
id tDoculatiOll of llarxi8lll,H6 and rearl Buck, tD another review of the s_ 


book, almost accused htm of bourgeola tDdividuali8lll. 7 


After 1935, Halraux's activities ca be fairly _11 accounted forI 


there is a gap bet_en 1928 and 1932, durtDg which ttme he may have under


taken an archaeological expedit10D to AfgbauiStaDi8 conceruing which there 


ia no reliable tDformatiOll. For the sake of biography, the remaf.Dder of 


hla life rau thus s in 1937. he organized the S.-ish (llepub1icau) Air 


Force, and later solicited funds ~ America for the Loy.lists, he, fought ill 


W II as 1m en1lated 1Il&Il in the t .... ad served tD the Resistance after 


escaping a Gemau POW camp, he became propaganda chief for de Gau11e'a 1948 


govemment, wrote several art books after the government collapsed. and then 


returned to politics tD 1958 as the MiDister of Culture in de Gaulle's Fifth 


Republic, later retiring with de Gaulle. 


Several of these facts are of importance in Malraux's life. His 1901 


birthdate is significant prtmarily because he thus escaped service in the 


First World War, and that humiliation did not for him become aynonymous with 


service as a ranker in the modern amy, aa it did for many other writers; 9 


Also, his lack of formal higher education will harm him in that he did not 


develop the capacity for .ticuloua thoughtthtaat trainiDg might have nour


ished, although it haa been argued that Malraux could not have acquired the 


knowledge he desired and needed in any formal school.10 (It has .lso been 


6leou Trotsky, "The Strangled Revolution," in }JI11j!Uli A Collection 9.f. 
¥EiCical IssaYI, ed. by R. W. B. Lewis (Inglewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice
Ball, Inc., 1964), p. 15. 


7"arl Buck. "Revolutionists in • Novel of Chin .... The Saturday Ravlew 
of Liter.ture. June 30. 1934, p. 777. 


8Boak, p. 12. 


9prohock, pp. 10-11. 


lOPayoe, p. 15. 
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quite convinciDgly argued that Malraux'. temperment i. too ati-systematic 


to develpp a capability for systematic thought. 11) 


Host importat are Malraux's general iDtellectual background and envir


OIJID8Ilt ad his Indochinese experience. Ilia intereats centered _om the 


atart upon art ad literature, and he was especially engrossed with N1etucbe. 


which iDtereats (or obsessions t if you wish) he has maintained to this day, 


and have provided him with much of hia literary subject-matter. II1s Indo


chiDese HillprisODlD8llt" was probably the cause of his radicalization: by 


tumiDg him agalDat the french IDdochlDese Gove1'Dll8nt, it brought him into 


aligament, and contact, with AmwIaese nationalists, many of whom were Marx


ist sympathizer.i l2 ad it provided en experience of humiliation which left 


a great mark on Malraux (although he never actually went to priSon, the en


tire affair was rather sordid, and caused a small scandal in Paris). 


Malraux's basic philosophic ideas are generally drived from Bietzache, 


with whose works, as has been stated, he became acquainted as a young man. 


Although be is not a particularly rigorous th1nker--Denis Boak expressed 


Malraux's greatest philosophical talent perfectly when he said, '~lraux's 


gift is for seizing on individual ideas and expressing them in dazzling for


mulae, rather than for systematic theG1lht,,131lhe has had a great effect on 


the development of lxistentiali8lll through the formulation of several crucial 


concepts, for 1natance the idea of "the Absurd." 


Malraux's philosophy bagins with the Bietzschean notion that God is 


Dead, ad that due to the death of the absolute, individual men must turn to 


llJenkina, p. 25. 


12 Boak, p. 10. 


Ilsoak. p. 211. 
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their will (rather than theta faith) aDd h8mmer out their own set of va1uea.14 


Bowaver. llalraux goes one step further. ad declares that as a reault of "


Death of God. the Christi_ idea of Ifal 1a DO longer tenable. andthataince 


We.tem culture haa no other concept of Han to take its place. Jfan is Dead. 


Malraux argues that without. conception of "funct.aental man." we have DO 


meana to define oursel~s peraonally. ad that we not only lose cGIIIIIIUnica


tion with others. but with ourselves .15 


Malraux sees En as beinga cornered by an outrageous des~iDy. who muat. 


in-order to ma1Dtain their dignity. violently rebel against thta "destiny." 


(Malraux does DOt employ the term "destiny" with any particular rigor in h1a 


works, but does use it as a key term to denote the conditions of life which 


seem to ~fute human meanf.ng and render life "abaurd ... 16) They must seek 


a meas to effectively assert thef.r dignity against the f.ndifference of the 


unf.verse; 1n Malraux's terms: an "atideatiDy." 


Thia poaitton has been categorized as typically Romanticist; and, indeeed, 


tbe rejection of individual limitations, the demand for a free life (both of 


theae are only implicit in the above outline, but are made more obvious in 


Malraux'a works), ad the atruggle aga1nat destiny, all mark it as a full


blooded constiauent of that group. It rejects the conventional reaction to 


metaphysical malaise, the accept_ce of an ethic of work (beat portrayed in 


candide), and tnatead aeeka to rebel against the unf.verae in some grandf.oae 


manner.17 


__ Here it ia 'Huminating to turn to Cecil Jenkins' critf.ciam of Malraux' a 


philosophical position. Be argues that Halraux'a positions do not properly 


IS,eOkins, p. 104. 


l6JeOkins, p. 17. 


17Boak, pp. 240-242. 
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comp~iae a philosophy but ~athe~ a Weltanschaunl. fonaulated lD napon.. to 


what lfal~aux sees as "the decay of Westem cultu~e.,,18 aDci he alao _pea , 
that hia vlo1ant Roatantic st&Dca 1a aimply the logical ~esult of lfall.' •• ' a 


I.'efuaal to Keept ~ea1ity. which ca be .. en lD his 'pl.'efei~ence for myth OYer 


~eallty lD his books. tn his I.'ejectlon of ~dlate reality, lD favor of des 


"destiny." and in hla general _tl·~at1onaU.atlc bl ... 19 


It 1a ~~tant to recognlze t-'t lfalraua does seek to afftra the "sub


lime." .. deff.Ded by lat .. man's CODSciousnaaa of his inalf.elulbla "'--ity.20 


and that his a1Il throu~t his wo~ks hae beau to ,df.acovel.' .an "antideatiliy." 


In the "vl~i1e f~atemitY" whlch he pl.'oc1afaed (beat. formulated by Kyo OUol.'a 


in MaD'a rate: "Han are not my b~othe~s: they are those who look at me. 


and judge me. Ny b~other8 are those who look at me, and love me."). in pol


ltlcs, and finally ln art, whlch would se~a to reduce the solltude of the 


lndividual, and unlte men tn a shared culture. 


These ideas of Malraux's lnfluenced his development lD _eve~al .1.' .... 
Hl_ concept of "vl~l1e fraternity" helped prompt hf.a turn to revolutlonary 


Commun18Dl, as a cause 1n wh1ch men would be unlted;2l and h1s alleglance to 


both CoII-.Inlsm and Gaull1811l can alao be explalned by Halr .. 's ballef that 


ahare vas at that time no other force whlch could work as an "antldestlDy." 


They also help to explaln the g~owth of the legend.. Denls Boak COll


pares Halraux vltl;l T. I. Lawrence. whom Halraux much admlred. and whose CCB


pulsion to embrolder on the facts aeems falrly well establlshed. and melD-


.. 18 Jenkins. p. 152. 


19Jenklna, pp. 24-25. 


20.Joseph r~8Dk. "Andre Malraux: The Image of Han." in Halrawu A Col
lection of Critical Is_!!_. ed. by R. I. B. Lavi_«(Eng1ewood Cllffa. R. J.s 
Prentlce-Ball. Inc •• 1964). p. 85. 


211Ucola ChiarCBOnte. "Malraux and the Demons of Action," !!!!:!! •• p. 107. 
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taina that Malraux deliberately pl.,.d roles and mystlfled hle activlties.11 


Malraux's refusal to clarify the facts of hls life can also be seen to stem 


from bla anti-ratioaa11811l, lIanlfeatiDg ttself as • dlatruat of blographiea 


as toola of understandiD" he probably feela, .. does Kyo Glsora. in Man'a 


~, that knowledge of a .. 's actions doea not briDg appreclatlon of "the 


incClllparable monster, dear above all thiDgs, that every being la to hlmaeU 


and that he cherlahea An h18 heart." 


Kalraux's e.,.r1encea bave influenced his voru in multifarious va,.; 


for in8taDce practically all hie aettlngs are derived frOID hls experience.13 


However, one experience in partlcular has had a disproportionate influence J 


his Indochinese adventure. As several have argued, this was a partlcularly 


traumatlc experlence for him, and led him to place great emph .. ls upon the 


indlgnlties of huaillatlon. 


Thie experience apparently has set a .-ttem for most of hls novels. 


W. M. Frohock has maiDtalned that there ls a consistent pattern in the ex


perlencea of Malraux's characters: they follow the pattern of eXperlence of 


the S~, a figure 1n mythology. 


The Sh...an 18 an 1ndividual who has withdrawn frOID the obJectlve world, 


undergoing a profound transformation of hie person as a result, and returns 


to the real world with greatly increased powers and knowledge. Prohock po1nts 


. out tile fact that in Malraux's novels sever'fa of hi. characters esped.enee 


thisupattem of withdrawal, enllghtenment, and return, and that many others 


experience the flrst two step. of the pattern. 


Be further points out that all three characters privileged wlth return 


resemble Malraux ln their blographical detaila. There is the unidentifled 


22Boak , pp. 2-7. 


23Boak, p. 19. 
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narrator of '!'be Conqu6rors. an arcbaaologist-revolutionary in the laat. 


Claude V .... c 1D La Vole Royale, an archeeologist who travels to IDdoch1na 


to recover valuable statues from ruined temples in the <:aDbodian jungle and 


gets in trouble with the authorities. and the Younger Berger 1D Las Royers 


de l'A1tenbura 18 • well-informed amateur archaeologist who fights in WW II 


in the tank corp. and is captured early 1n the war. 


Frohock concludes f~om this that Malraux aees himself 10 this same maD-


ner. There are definite parallels between Malraux and the archetypal Shaaana 


his brilliance, his 1nDer tension, hla function as • "VltDeas" for lD8Dy peo


ple. Malraux has the background to know lind understand the myth; h18 novela 


reflect his preoccupation with the myth, and his identification with "Shaman


istic" dtaracters.24 


Geoffrey H. Hartmann recognizes a somewhat similar pattern in the idea 


of "the Descent and Return from Hell," althougb he does not go on to conclude 


that Malraux fits the pattern.2S 


FrObock's interpretation of the Shaman-myth in Malraux's novels supports 


the contention bhat Malraux is basically engaged in a rebellion against real


ity. Frobenius, an author with whom Malraux was definitely well-acquainted, 


once stated that S~i .. was tie d6sposition of the individual tamperment


ally incapable of accepting the natural order of reality; aaddit doss aeem 


plausible that in identif,lng himself with Shamanistic characters, he haa in


tentionally identified himself with the Shamanistic dispostion of mind.26 


24rrohock, pp. 137-149. 


25Geoffrey H. Hartmann, "The Return from Hell," in Malraux: A Collection 
of Critical ES8&xs,(ed. by R. W. B. Lewis (Englewood Cliffa, N. J.: Prentice
Ball, Inc., 1964), pp. 61-70. 


26rrohock, p. 149. 







lfalraax's ideas affected the structure and fona of his novel. quite 


strongly. In order to III8ke his metaphysical point, the conflict between bla 


cbaracters and thea life; between their will to med6ngand the absurdity 


of existence, be neglects plot and external conflict. In making his idea of 


"destipy" clear, be is forced to place his character. in extreme aituatloDa 


in order both to make their acts of metaphysical self-assertions posaible, 


and to clarify the metaphysical significance of these acts. He also tends 


to prasent strongly subJective, ciDellHltographically 8JYled aee.s of great 


imager1al 1mpact, temporally compartmentalized. in order to 8IIlphu1ze bdl· 


vidual perception.27 


Malraux'. preoccupation with the Death of Hen 18 evident throughout bi. 


work; be is constantly concerned with the unity of man. Seme, who have fall


to apprehend Malraux's will towards transcendence of "narr~ individuality, 


have criticized Malraux'for hi. inability (or unwillingDe •• ) to portray cor


ruption in men,28 which can be seen as a unifybg attempt, it bas been sug-


gested that Malraux's agprent obsession with erotic sadism and torture is 


another unifying attempt, part of an effort to leave nothing outside the bu


man.29 


MA1raux'~ attempts through the years to "flnd the reality of man, inde


pendently of cultural forms,lI30 to discover (or rather create) a concept of 


27 Jenkins, p. 19. 


28claude-Bdmonde Magny, ''Malraux the Fascinator," in Malraux: A Collec
tion of Critical EssaY8, ed. by It. W. B. Lewis (Englewood Cliffs, N. J. z 
trentice-Ball, Inc., 1964), p. 123. . 


29victor Brombert, ''Malraux: Passion and Intellect," ~., p. 145. 


30 Jenkins, p. 105. 
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"fundaa.ntalll8D" vblch caa be used to create a new aw&reD888 of self. and 


hi. attempt to set art .. 8D "8Iltf.de8tf.Dt' throusbbluart boola, ,reveal hu 


basic caacem wf.th the •• 1vatf.oD of Veatam 1D8D. 


fr-.K"sr Westem 1D8D •• ,,.. .... Cecil .Jenkf.Ds 8USP8t8, really be 1n Deed of 


8aving5 31 ~t ADdre Malraux atill serves as en f.nspirlug exaap1e, .. • II8D 


who, cODfrcm~ nth a di.agreeable reality, seek. to right it through both 


art and actf.on •. 


31 JaJdu, pp. 107 -109 • 
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Ithaca Times 
PO Box 27 
Ithaca, NY 14851 


Dear Ithaca Times Readers: 


721 West Court St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
Feb 1, 1991 
607-273-6552 


Next time you go to the gas station, rather than turning your face from the nozzle, 


stick your nose down next to your tank as the fuel flows in. Take a big, deep breath. 


Nauseating, no? Gasoline is a deadly poison. Better avert your face before you blow 


your guts allover your car, and your brain cells start to gum up ... 


As you pay for the gas, ask yourself: What are you willing to pay for mobility? Will 


you enlist, and join our forces in Arabia, fighting courageously to restore Kuwait and its 


oil to our "friends," who have striven to guarantee that OPEC will set the price of crude 


oil below the point which would encourage the development of alternative forms of 


energy, thus prolonging our dependence on oil and maximizing their long-term revenues? 


After you turn on the engine, take a moment for reflection; your meditation may be 


improved if you get down next to the tailpipe of your car and suck in a few fumes ... 


Vile, isn't it? Not only does the exhaust contain ozone, nitrous oxides, and other 
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pollutants which contribute to local air pollution, the average car produces over a ton per 


year of "non-toxic" carbon dioxide, which contributes to global warming. Picture 


Washington, D.C., in the year 2050: picture it underwater. 


And as you sit uneasy in your chariot, frustrated by traffic, fretting as you negotiate 


some intersection which you fear might add you and your family to this year's tragic list 


of casualties (which will certainly exceed the toll from the War) you might reflect a little 


on the chilling fact that your gas tax not only fails to cover these indirect costs, but covers 


much less than half of the direct costs of building and maintaining the highway system. 


Ask yourself: is this a transportation system, or a highway to hell? And if we can't 


come up with a less costly alternative, if "we can't get there from here," isn't that what 


we call a Dead End? 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric Saunders 
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December 13, 1986 
721 W. Court St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
607-273-6552 


Afternoons: 255-7341 


Letter To the Editor of The Ithaca Journal: 


The proponents of Route 96 "Plan C with overpass", dreamily envIsioning the 
real ization of their beloved Overpass~, have once again demonstrated their 
i nsens it i v i ty to the reasonabl e concerns of peop 1 e who 1 i ve in the City of 
Ithaca. Both Ell i ne Gambre 11 and Rober t Ronsva 11 e, in the i r 1 e t ter-s of 
December 10, seem to be incapable of admitting that implementing the Overpass~ 
proposals will lead to the construction of superhighway-type roads, preferring 
to maintain, in curiously parallel phrasing, that what they propose is a 
"beautifully landscaped 2 1/2 mile boulevard with regulated speeds," and 
denouncing those who disagree as "sKeptical" "negativists." 


C-'mon, folKs, put down that pipe and face reality: whatever virtues can be 
claimed for the four-lane Overpass~, it WOULD BE INDEED an ELEVATED 
SUPERHIGHI;.IAY. You/ve become intoxicated with rhetoric. (Note that the ardent 
overpasser, Dr. Weiner, has seriously posed the question: "Where is it written 
do .... .m that an overpass has to be ugl y?":> 


These fantasists might, if they bothered, visit numerous American cities 
which have been made over for the automobile, and see if they can offer a real 
example of a lovely 1.14 mile long Overpass~ Having 1 ived in such cities before 
moving to the Ithaca area in 1979, I would "wish them lucK" in this 
endeavor--they would need it, because, as everyone Knows, highways and 
overpasses are not intended as monuments to art, but are instead built for 
function, and inevitably come out looKing 1 iKe massively elongated shrines to 
some forgotten pagan god of concrete. (Or perhaps not forgotten, because they 
do attract swarms of traffic--speeding urgently to a congregation at a traffic 
jam up the road a bit, where the horns of the multitude will clamor, as if to 
imp lor e the i r god toe x ten d the cat h e dr a 1 jus tal i tt 1 e mor e • ) 


From my perspective as a homeowner on the West End, I can only r-egard the 
arguments of those who proclaim the scenic beauty of overpasses with cynical 
amusement, and wonder at their inabil ity to admit that their Overpass~ would 
have a significant negative impact on the appearance and "1 ivabil ity" of Cass 
ParK and the West End. Plan A, which would ax the Octopus and maKes Fulton and 
Meadow one-way streets in or-der to speed traff i c through the West End, is 
derided by the Overpass~ propagandists as a "Band Aid"; still, it would 
dramatically alter the status quo on the West End and relegate that 
locally-dreaded but strictly minor league traffic hassle, the Octopus, to 
memory. It seems the Overpass! crew won't be satisfied unless the West End is 
placed in a concrete cast~ 


I hope that those who've observed the Overpass~ letter-writing campaign and 
struggled for waKefulness through the Octopus! TV show have noticed that the 
Overpass~ activists, while continually claiming to be truly representative and 
totally objective, routinely attacK those who disagree with them as irrational, 







.. 


irresponsible, spendthrift members of an over-vocal minority, and shower 
Ithaca-'s elected, overllJorl<ed, and under-paid Common Council members I.IJith abuse. 
These accusations come from groups which draw about 60 people to very 
well-publ icized meetings; I bel ieve their desperate resorts to abusive rhetoric 
demonstrate that they seek to compensate for small numbers with loud voices. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric Saunders 
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January 14, 1987 
721 W. Court St. 
Ithaca, New YorK 14850 
273-6552/255-7341 


A Letter To The Editor: 


After my letter was publ ished in the Journal (12/26/86), I received repeated 
invitations to sit on the panel of the Jan. 15 meeting of the Coalition for 
Improved Roads; I pol itely decl ined. I did, however, attend the meeting in the 
company of my wife, to hear the arguments being raised. Tables flanKed the 
entrance, loaded down with xeroxes of letters favoring the Octopus, 1 ists of 
pol iticians to contact, and Overpass buttons, but we entered nonetheless. 


At that meeting I heard a lot of intemperate language, all of it from the 
proponents of an Overpass. The moderator never once called for moderation, or 
reminded participants of the need for civil ity in publ ic debate. When Mr. 
Peter deGraff, who runs a marina on the West End, tooK the podium and humbly 
confessed that his feel i ngs were torn about the Overpass proposal, because he 
bel ieves that it might ruin his business and would reduce tourism in Ithaca, he 
was attacKed forthwith by a man who said he "valued his property over human 
1 ife." Later, a member of the Coal ition board declared that a letter in the 
Journal "has upset many people in this community" and then proceed to state 
that "we invited Mr. Saunders to be on our panel tonight and he REFUSED~" and 
that "we deserve an explanation~" 


At that point I got up, waited for my turn, and pointed out that I had 
decl ined because I thought I would feel uncomfortable; and considering that the 
panel was stacKed for the Overpass, 12 to 4, and that I had just been 
personally attacKed, my fears had been fully justified. I then told a personal 
story to help explain my feel ings about traffic in Ithaca, and the appall ing 
deterioration of traffic courtesy and safety in recent years: just two days 
before the meeting, the driver of a dump trucK violated my right of way as a 
pedestrian as he was roll ing through a right turn at a flashing red 1 ight. 
Only when I shouted at him--"Hey~"--did he stop, and then only so he could 
argue with me over his right to run me over~ His cl inching argument for my 
guilt: "How come you/re IJJa.1King?" I called the Ithaca pol ice, and l,<las very 
impressed with their professional ism and rapid resolution of the problem. 


To conclude, although the gentleman who invited me to the meeting was Kind 
enough to call me up and personally apologize, I have received no apology from 
the organization he represents. I bel ieve more firmly than ever that the 
Coal ition for Improved Roads has no business presenting itself as an impartial 
mediator for this debate; their real goal is to grind the Overpass Ax, the 
better to bury it in the heart of Ithaca. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric Saunders 
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To the Editor: 


February 23, 1987 
721 W. Court St. 
Ithaca, New York 14850 
607-273-6552 


Ralph Jordan's response to AM Whelan's article "The Other Side" exposes once 
aga in the charac ter and tac tics of the forces beh i nd the "Coal it i on for 
Improved Roads. 1I 


t1r. Jordan has spoken elsewhere of "smokescreens being put before us," but 
he himself attempts to shroud his causes' true goals with the "hospital safety 
issueR: "if it is your loved one • .AJaiting at the train tracKs in an ambulance • 
• . there is only one plan that offers the least resistance, PLAN C WITH 
OVERPASS!" The King and King report of 1973 shows that "our" community 
planners considered the access problem--and dismissed it, recommending, not a 
better location, but that "community and area planners taKe every possible step 
and exert every measure of pressure to effect funding and construction of the 
proposed Route 96 spur." The same report states that in this way "savings 
estimated at between $500,000 and $750,000 can be achieved." 


The hospital safety issue is a red herring, created by some of the people 
who are loudly denouncing anyone who finds an OverPass! undesirable. These 
"planners" knowingly "built-in" an added 8 t1INUTES for a trip to the hospital 
by the average citizen. They didn't talK about "The Wall H at that time. They 
excluded the Towns of Dryden and Groton from their "service area." Only now, 
after about $30,000,000 has been sunK into the hospital's mis-location, do they 
recall that "5 MINUTES can mean the difference between I ife and death," and 
chide us for being inhumane if we don't love the OverPass! 


Mr. Jordan also sheds crocodile tears for the taxpayer as he defends his 
"$30,000,000 Absolutely Free Government t10ney" boondoggle. Our government now 
borrows against our grandchildren's earnings to fund such projects! 
Presumably, Mr. Jordan would argue that it is spendthrift to reject the 
$2,000,000,000 Westway scam in New YorK City, since future American taxpayers 
at large will pay for the project and the profits of "our" auto-commuters and 
real estate developers. 


Consider: The OverPass! proposal would cost about $675 for each employed 
person in Tompkins County. Is the risk that you *might* have to wait for the 
train after an accident, and you *might* get to the hospital too late, so great 
that it would be worth $675 to reduce your risk? When it's not clear that this 
has ever, in fact, happened to anyone? When many people don't even have the 
money to take their sick children to see a doctor? 


Mr. Jordan "resents" my statements and misrepresents them as "insinuations." 
He cIa ims I have II 1 itt I e regard for the taxpa~{er of th i s commun i ty," much 1 ike 
his pals, who claim I'm insensitive to "people with roots in Tompkins County" 
and that I've "upset many people." 


Well, this is just par for the course: anybody who speaks out against the 
OverPass! proposal is 1 ikely to get a bruising. When the most powerful 
argument for supporting Plan C is "We'll smear- you if you don't," something is 
rotten in the Tompkins County body pol itic. Our resolve to resist this 
"Hospital Driveway _cum_ Industrial Strength Development" scheme will only be 
strengthened by intimidation. 


Sincerely, 







Kevin Eric Saunders 


PS: Typesetting suggestions: words within ~*; should be bold-faced; words 
within; , should be underl ined. Thank you! 
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June 19, 1987 
721 W. Court St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
607-273-6552 


The Ithaca Times 
Ithaca, NY 14850 


Letter to the Editor: 


Your report on the Niederkorn Report Meeting (6/5/87) misquoted me, taking 
my question about the Report as if it were a question about the practical ity of 
the Null Alternative. My question was: "Since the Report is professedly 
neutral, factual, and objective regarding the alternatives for Rt. 96, why was 
this treatment not accorded to the Null Alternative? Why, in a report advising 
the reader on page two not to /look for a recommendation on the selection of a 
specific alternative/ do we find a statement on page four that /This factor 
alone [the lack of a second bridge] should be sufficient to el iminate the Null 
alternative from serious consideration?/" 


Oddly enough, Mayor Gutenberger himself chose to field this question, and 
his response was that "we all agreed on that statement." When I pointed out 
that this didn/t alter the fact that they had made a value judgment, he repl ied 
that "yOU can call it a value judgment if you like, or just facing reality." I 
was, and remain, shocked that the Mayor of Ithaca will not or cannot 
distinguish the difference between facts and value judgments, even as he and 
the authors busily congratulate themselves on this "factual, objective report." 


Apart from the Mayor/s wilful abuse of logic and the Engl ish language, what 
I find most striking is that the statement the Mayor defended parallels exactly 
an argument made for the Overpass (which he does not support): "A risk to 
health and safety exists, which can be resolved by Project X--therefore we must 
implement Project X, regardless of the degree of risk, the cost of the project, 
or the undesirable side effects it may have." 


There are actually good reasons to favor the Null Alternative over the other 
plans. A Benefit/Cost analysis (prepared by the Tompkins County Planning 
Department) concludes that the Null Alternative is the cheapest DOT proposal, 
saving about $2,900,000 dollars over the next cheapest alternative (Plan B). 
The primary cost of the Null Alternative (-$30 mill ion) is motorists/ time, 
which in this study is valued at $4.80 an hour. 


I agree that a second bridge--which could el iminate the badly-designed 
Octopus for a cost of about $1,500,000--is desirable. However, I see no reason 
why one must therefore support the expensive, uneconomic, and environmentally 
destructive Fulton/Meadow one-way pair included in all of the DOT/s current 
plans. If the bridge comes implanted in a bucket of worms, I would pol itely 
decl ine the gift. 


Sincerely, 







Ithaca Journal 
123-125 W. State St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 


Dear Editor: 


721 W. Court St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
273-6552 
December 20, 1988 


I was dismayed by the undemocratic procedure of the public meeting 
held by the state Department of Transportation concerning the Route 96 
proposals. At least on Wednesday night, when I was there, the time 
set aside for public comments on the DEIS (Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement) began with statements from all the politicians who wished 
to speak, followed by the special interest groups. Only then could 
individual citizens speak. 


Politicians have easy access to the media and their positions are 
well-known to those interested. Ordinary people had to come early to 
get their name in line to speak. Although ostensibly the purpose of 
the meeting was to address comments on the DEIS to the DOT, these are 
the only public hearings on the issue before a decision is made, so 
the hearings were a prime opportunity for citizens to address their 
legislators and the community at large. Whether the politicians have 
a definite stand on the issue as yet or not, I would expect that they 
would have a strong interest in hearing the statements of their 
constituents before they are distilled by the next morning's 
newspaper. 


I understand the temptation the politicians faced on a cold snowy 
weeknight to depart early, but I would like to commend Dan Hoffman and 
Martin Luster for sticking out the meeting to the end. 


It was nice that Dan Fost reversed the order of the proceedings by 
quoting the comments of individuals first and politicians last, but he 
did not make it clear that this was not the way it happened at the 
meeting. 


Anne Marie Whelan 







I'm a homeowning "West Endian," and I and my family truly love what's left of the West 
End. Until recently I was simply mystified by Rob Romanowski's rhetoric-you know, 
the usual politician's claim that "I am simply representing the desires of my constituents." 
Like the other politicians who talk like this, he knows perfectly well that this is false, 
since some of his constituents clearly don't agree with him. For example, I think the 
government ought to govern, to concern itself with the crucial issues of public safety, 
such as apprehending and imprisoning those who commit violent crimes, rather than 
trying to run the economy. Thus, the government should cease fiddling its time and 
energy away with the "social engineering" exercise of planning, building, and subsidizing 
yet more highways and parking garages to benefit developers and surburbanite 
commuters at the expense of others in the taxpaying public and the health of the planet as 
a whole. 


But then, when Rob (and Barbara Blanchard, the First Ward's "RepubliCrat") opposed 
the construction of a sidewalk for pedestrians on Elmira Road, while at the same time 
supporting broadening Rte. 13 in the same area, it became crystal clear precisely why my 
family is not included in Rob's weirdly-homogeneous "constituency": "None of the 
businesses on Elmira Road think a sidewalk is needed." Aha! I thought-now I 
understand: I had been under the misapprehension that Rob and Barbara represented the 
voters of the First Ward: in the New Ithacan Order, the concerns that count are those 
expressed by non-resident business owners! 


Meanwhile, thanks to the "wonderful" new traffic lights on Meadow Street which have 
been installed to speed up traffic through the West End, pedestrians take their life in their 
hands every time they cross Meadow street. Sooner or later, yet another person is going 
to be run over by some inattentive driver and once again another human being, probably 
either very young or very old, will die on "Meadow Street. " 


I doubt that that person will appreciate the irony that the politicians who harp the loudest 
and longest about "public safety" are the very same ones who unswervingly support an 
automobile-based transportation system that has done more to destroy our environment, 
including the social environment, than any other feature of modem life. Consider how 
the mobility provided by the "private" (yet heavily subsidized!) automobile has provided 
endless opportunities to the criminal classes--e.g., drunken hoodlums from neighboring 
communities now whiz over to Ithaca to harass, maim, and kill Ithaca residents, and a 
child is kidnapped from Massachusetts to meet a grisly end on Connecticut Hill. 
Certainly, there have been major benefits-but will our children's children's children 
benefit, or will they be paying for our misguided conception of convenience? It strikes 
me as surpassingly strange that the vast majority of our politicians seem to favor 
spending to expand the road system, when crumbling parking garages and collapsing 
bridges indicate dramatically that much of the existing system is desperately in need of 
maintenance! 







It's clear to me that the selfish wallet-interests of politicians, DOT employees, 
consultants, highway and building contractors, and unions, and the "mob" in general, 
weigh heavily in their decisions to support endless expansion of a dysfunctional and 
downright dangerous highway system. There is obviously a lot more money to be made 
building roads than in keeping them clean and free of potholes! 


Folks, these guys destroy the environment like no other industry, and they do not 
purchase the property from a willing partner, they have the government steal it through 
the process they hypocritically call "condemnation." Those who support this system 
support socialism in its rawest and most exploitative form. It's a superb irony that the 
same people who support activist, socialist intervention by the government on behalf of 
commuters, the better to house them in subsidized garages, condemn the same kind of 
economic intervention for other causes. They're willing to spend $3,000,000 of public 
money, about $15,000 per space, to build a parking garage to provide temporary day 
lodgings for the cars belonging to relatively well-to-do people, but not a a tenth of that 
amount to provide safe sidewalks along Elmira Road for people committed to saving 
money and practicing healthy habits! And as for housing the homeless-forget it! Our 
government has a prior commitment to housing automobiles. 


And I want to ask Rob and Barb and their new friend Mark Finkelstein: are you just 
plain incapable of using language without subordinating factual meaning to suit your own 
political ideology? If Ithaca has not allowed "reasonable development," what do you call 
the new constructions in Collegetown which involved the destruction of all that was 
charming about Dryden Road? Some are attractive, one in particular is handsome in a big 
way but, sadly, misplaced, and others are truly hideous in their blanc-walled garage-like 
contempt for the Ithacan architectural vernacular. Growth (and Stone-cold Destruction!) 
on the Cornell campus has been robust, practically Schwarzeneggerian. And what do you 
call Wegmans and the other prodigious growths along the Route 13 strip on Meadow and 
Elmira Streets? Dan Hoffman, whom you folks try to portray as a wacko, called it 
"appropriate development," but call it what you like, there's a whole bunch of highly 
visible new commercial buildings that have gone up on the Strip in the past few years. 
Do you need an eye exam, or is the problem cognitive/ideogical? 


And right around our block over the past few years, Joe's has closed and yet re-opened 
with tremendous success, Clever Hans and the re-invigorated Ithaca Bakery have 
provided balms to our taste buds, Byrne Dairy opened a store-this is not exactly what I'd 
call stagnation. On a more industrial note, what do you call the electronics assembly 
shop and temporary storage units that have sprung up on our block since we bought in to 
the West End 5 years ago? The SRO housing unit that went up around the block on 
Meadow this year? The planned expanson of the hardly-managed Red Cross shelter two 
doors down from our house? Now, we bought a house in an area zoned as "light 
industrial", and such construction is to be expected, and needs to go somewhere. We can 
live without the free on-street parking which seems to be a necessity for some folks. But 
why always here? Why are certain districts singled out to make sacrifices and provide 
services, while others are sacrosanct? 







As a free-market libertarian, I believe people have a right to build on their property, as 
long as they aren't rendering it permanently unusable and/or polluting their neighbors' 
property. For example, I would support someone who wanted to set up their modular 
home in Cayuga Heights, or, say, next door to Gun Hill Apartments. Do you 
"Republican" ''friends of the free market" agree with me, or do you prefer home-rule 
Socialism when development occurs in YOUR BACK YARD?) 


What I object to is the socialist zoning policy and socialist transportation planning which 
has targeted our neighborhood, again and again, as a "pedal to the metal" zone, ripe for 
yet another bridge/racing-canaVgarage/super-highway. Rob Romanowski stabs the 
neighborhood of his birth in the back when he supports the undeserving welfare bums 
who really cheat the government-the commuting surburbanites who exploit the subsidies 
for automobiles to the hilt, letting the monetary and environmental costs fall largely on 
those who try to avoid this evil habit by living within walking distance of their workplace 
and shopping places. Pedestrians may be a minority, but that does not justify their 
exploitation by the commuting majority! 


When an Ithaca Journal "news" article sneers about "Birkenstock-clad Ithacans," they're 
talking about pedestrians. Birkenstock is to shoes what BMW is to 
automobiles-German-made, in a tradition of excellence. They just happen to be a lot 
better for health, your own, your city's, and your planet's, than the automobile-and, come 
to think of it, several orders of magnitude cheaper, for those who still hew to conservative 
ideals. 


As far as I'm concerned, the Automotive Soviets of our society, with their radical "four 
wheels good, two legs bad" philosophy and "let them eat fumes" attitude toward 
pedestrians and bicyclists, have a lot to answer for. They've spent the last 50 years re
engineering, surburbanizing, and paving America, and the results have been social 
disorder, economic decline, and dependency on foreign imports leading to over-reliance 
on aggressive militancy in foreign policy. 







t1arch 16, 1989 


An op-ed piece refused by the Ithaca Journal ••• 


"KI LLER HI GHWAYS, SUBSI 01 ZED COt1NUTERS, t1I SLOCATED HOSPITALS • • • HEAVY TAX 
TOLLS AHEAD" 


The Ithaca Journal has in the past high1 ighted the County planners' and 
commuters' view of Route 13 as a "Killer highway," which needs to be broadened 
and improved to save 1 ives. The same reasoning is app1 ied to the expansion of 
Rte. 96, with the inaccessibi1 ity of the hospital adding an additional spur to 
ac t ion. 


The simple fact is that we drive Killer cars, and that very impressive 
progress in automobile and highway design, even when joined with attentive 
policing of the roads, lower' speed limits, and stricter OWl enforcement, have 
only mitigated the direct human health cost imposed by our highway 
system--45,000 people still die on the highways each year. That's in addition 
to the cost of air and water pollution and the enormous amounts of land 
required for automobiles, their highways, and their parKing lots. 


The fundamental problem with the automobile as a commuter transit system 
rests in the front left side of the car, in the driver's seat: the fault lies 
not in our roads, nor in our cars, but in ourselves. The truth is that even 
the best driver will eventually maKe a potentially fatal mistaKe, while the 
average driver does so weeKly, and the odd suicidal/homicidal maniac will do so 
as frequently as possible. 


Operating heavy equipment *safely* requires a level of sKill and 
concentration which most people lacK. The automobile is simple, deceptively 
simple: driving down a city street your car has 50 times the energy of a 
bullet from a gun, a potentially lethal weapon hurtl ing forward under your 
control. Where else in everyday 1 ife does an individual have so much power? 


And when you get right down to it, the cases most urgently rushed to the 
TompKins Community Hospital, and thence to Elmira, are victims of automobile 
accidents. You might recall that recently a man was Killed, almost 
instantaneously, when a picKup trucK co11 ided head-on with his car as he 
attempted to maKe a left turn on a green 1 ight at the intersection of Rte. 13 
and 3rd Street. You might recall that an old ladY was run over by a trucK on 
Meadow Street last year when the 1 ight turned red while she was attempting to 
cross. You might r'ecall the ",loman who was "blown away" by a van while walKing 
on the margin of Rte. 13 near Newfield a couple of years ago. These are just a 
few cases of the automotive havoc wreaKed daily across our county and our 
country. And then, you might reflect on the fact that NOT ONE PERSON has ever 
died directly as a result of the mislocation of the hospital, and asK yourself 
whether expanded roadways maKe sense as a means of maKing people safer and 
healthier. 


Curiously, the solution proposed by the "authorities" for the congestion and 
safety problems caused by an excess of commuters seems always to be "bigger 
roads for more cars," rather than addressing the roots of the problem: 







suburban sprawl and its subsidization, direct and indirect, by government. 
FranK Liguori, County Planner, told the Journal that with the Route 96 
proposals, "We just can't get a consensus on improving transportation," stating 
that the problem might be too many special interest groups and not enough 
involvement by local institutions and industries. Please note that he favors 
the biggest plan proposed to "solve" the Octopus congestion problem, doesn't 
consider commuters or industry pressure groups "special interest groups," 'Alas a 
Key player in the decision to build a new hospital in the Wrong Place, and that 
he and his subordinates spend an inordinate amount of time plugging the virtues 
of this wonderful new highway. t1aybe this reveals something about the values 
and priorities Mr. Liguori brings to planning the future of TompKins County. 


If he really wanted to find out reasons why his office's proposals are met 
with disdain from "special interests" (read: "irate taxpayers") he might taKe 
a looK at the cost-benfit analysis of the various Rte. 96 proposals distributed 
by his own office. This analysis shows that the "best" proposal for new 
construction (a local mutation, Plan D) would yield more about $1,500,000 more 
costs than benefits over its thirty-year 1 ife. Plan C with Overpass, for 
example, is worth NEGATIVE $6,500,000. In other words, society would have 
$6,500,000 more by investing this money elsewhere and leaving the road the way 
it is; this analysis includes all imaginable savings for the new road (e.g" 
time saved in commuting is valued at $4.80 an hour!), while ignoring many of 
the costs. (The DOT's Draft Environmental Impact Statement contained a 
Cost-Benefit "study" which valued commuter"'s time savings at $6.00 an 
hour--many Ithacans wish their time was worth this much to their employer! 
Coupl ing this with a brashly optimistic assumption that the real interest rate 
is 1.5'1., rather than 4-$~, the DOT "study" maKes road-building seem liKe an 
economic miracle, offering a 400r. rate of return on investment!) 


''''ho 'Alill pay for this boondoggle? Somebody else--not us!, suggest our 
county planners and the local highway lobby. Governor Cuomo proposed, prior to 
putting forward the 3.5 bill ion dollar bond issue which was approved in the 
last election, that drivers around the state should partially finance "badly 
needed" road improvements through an increase in the gasol ine tax--the 
response? "Not us!", say the commuters and the oi 1 interests! Let those who 
don't benefit pay for improving the road I drive on! 


In TompKins County in 1987, over $12,000,000 was spent on roads and parKing, 
or about $400 for each commuter in the county, Most of this money was local, 
and comes from sales and property taxes, NOT from taxes levied on the motorists 
and trucKers who benefit directly from these roads, This is Social ism, folKs, 
it's robbing Peter to pay Paul: it's just as simple as that. I bel ieve that 
individuals should pay their own way whenever they can; our highway system is 
funded and administered with a different point of view, which seeKs to ensure 
that *every* Cadillac is a Welfare Cadillac. 


Let's taKe, for example, a local cl ique of these "welfare cases," the 400 
petitioning NYSEG "commuter activists," 'Alho have proposed that the taxpayers of 
the County and of the State should *increase* the Government's already 
substantial subsidization of their decision to li\}e far distant from their 
place of worK. Is this not obviously a "special interest group"--any guidance 
for us on th i s one, t1r. L i guor i? Or does a person who *dr i ves* somehow 
magically transcend this selfish status? I say that since it is clear that 
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since gainfully employed commuters are unwill ing to bear the costs of the 
services government provides for them, they should be allowed to stew in their 
own traffic jams. 


It's time for the people who subsidize this dangerous and irresponsible 
behavior to put the brakes on the government-run "free-way" scam. We can 
already ill afford the $40 bill ion of automobiles and the $30 bill ion of oil we 
import each year, and as time goes by and our natural resources dwindle, we 
will be able to afford it less and less. The governments which control the 
largest reserves of oil are either Musl im monarchists of the Absolute variety 
(Saudi Arabia--King George III grows green with envy in his grave), 
totalitarian socialists <Iraq, employer of poison gas on ethnic minorities), 
politically unstable (Venezuela, t1exico), or avowed terrorists <Iran, Libya). 
Our government runs an enormous deficit. Consumers are deeply in debt. 
Inflation is rising, interest rates are up, the dollar is falling, and still 
the trade deficit is enormous. 


To top this all off, we now have an additional, very weighty concern--that 
the burning of fossil fuels is upsetting the global balance of carbon dioxide 
which has regulates the Earth/s temperature, leading to warming allover the 
globe. Scientists disagree on the specific effects on various regions, but 
there is almost complete unanimity that warming is occurring, and that the 
warming will cause catastrophic effects if we do not act promptly to amel iorate 
its causes. 


So I ask: Why should we spend mill ions on expensive new local roads when 
the benefits to us from spending it elsewhere would be so much greater? 
Inertia? Stupidity? Addiction? I await some sensible answer, with a growing 
dismal feel ing that bureacracy means never having to say you/re sorry. 


Kevin Eric Saunders 
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A Lener to the Editor: 


March 23,1989 
721 W. Court St. 
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In a lener to the journal, A. J. Golder of Trumansburg denounces the members of 
Common Council as "dangerous people," deserving of our "scorn and contempt. n 


True, perhaps, but they are so only in the sense that Neville Chamberlain vas 
dangerous. I believe they will soon be appraised in the same cold light as the author of 
the 1938 Munich rompromise with Hitler--"Plan A offers environmental qualitv in our 
time!" Hearken: Senator Albert Gore Jr. has heralded "an ecological Kristallnachtn: 
"Unless we quicldyand profoundly change the course of our civilization, we face an 
immediate and grave danger of destroying the worldwide ecological system that sustains 
life as we lmovit. u 


The uneconomic, antiecologica1 highway system A. J. Golder promotes is a leading 
agent of this destruction. Intriguingly, it vas Adolf Hitler who constructed the first 
nfreewayn system, and who commissioned the Voltnlagen, intending to make Germany na 
nation on wheels." 'Will Hitler's posthumous revenge rome, as pollution from the 
automobiles he promoted enshrouds the Earth in a lethal blanket, turning the planet into 
a global oven? 


Please join me in saying "NO!n to the expansion of the highway system. Why should 
each auto travelling on Rte. 96 receive a subsidy worth, by my estimation, 25 cents, when 
the Fire and Police Departments are inadequately staffed? 'Why does our government 
build housing for automobiles, but not housing for the poor? Tell your representatives 
that polluters should be fined, not subsidized! 


"'Whither goest thou, America in thy shiny black car in the night?" ... we now have 
the answer, we are speeding to perdition, aided and abened by Mr. Golder and his cronies. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric saunders 







ApIil14, 1989 


Comell UnmISity is nov struggling 11) cope with an ongoing tIaffic and parking problem. 
Comell 1m3 taken the unmual, and to many Come1li8ns unjustifiable, step of publicly advocating an 
enonnous public work--the Route 96 build Option C with 0veIp8SS-1I) address the local 
mmificatiom of this problem. As a member of Comell's Network. Sysftlns SeIVices 318ff, I feel our 
department can make signifJCant contnoutions 11) this solving these problems. I believe the 
peISpective of compU1er network designeIS and implementeIS, veI3ed in the behavior of complex 
systems, can yield wluable insights in1D causes of the tmffic congestion crisis and possible soln1ions. 


FiI3t, I'd 1ike 11) list some remedial measures vhich can improve the situation, saving money 
vitbout requiring significant inves1JDen1S. 


1) Encomage ride shaIing: Comell's Tmffic Bureau should promote ride shaIing by 
maiD1Bining a alloving Comell commuteIS 11) post OffeIS and requests for ride sharing on a CUINFO 
1rn1le1in boaId, such as the one nov main1ained for bousing (1). Promotion of ride shaIing is aJready 
part of Comell's official transportation policy; implementing this proposal 'Will tum this policy in1l) a 
reality, mther than an empty pledge. 


2) Encomage transit use: Comell's Tmffic Bureau should mainmn CUIrent bus schedules on 
the CUINFO system. 


3) Sbifting employee hours: If it is pursued on a systematic basis, a policy vhich mandates 
s1aggered houIS 'Will spread peak hour traffic 1Dads over a Jonger peDod, and could subsmrtially 
reduce peak hour congestion. This would probably have 11) be implemented by recommending a 
given staItinglending time tJ each department 


4) A park-and-ride prognun for West Hill. Of the 2800 peak hour commuteI3 vho cross the 
Oc1Dpus daily, a significant pereentage must be ComelliaDs. Since local commuteIS seem to regaId 
the mther 1ame Oc1Dp'US 83 if it 'Were some vehicuJar CJmybdis, surely a :reasonably priced park-and
ride seIVice located on West Hill would be a success, as it would offer mo1DIis1s the opportunity to 
avoid the hassle, and for most of them the bus me 'WOuld simply be replacil1g their b'US ride from the 
Blot 


5) Encomage pedestti8nism. Sidewalks should be kept as clear of snov and ice 83 the 
roads. Cornell can encomage Itbaca tJ enfOIre m existing, but llIIOSed, OIdinances vhich require 
property O'f1DeIS to keep sidevalks clear of snow and ice. CoIIl2ll could further encoumge the City 11) 


take the same responsibility for side"f18lks as it does for I08ds-cmentiy, the city spends 
$16O)lOOIyear clearing snow from roads, aD. of vhich is derived from local taxes. *All* sidewalk 
expenses tJt.al1ed $93,000 for 1988, vbile ? Why do higlniays receive this subsidy, but not 
pedestrian ways? All of us are pedestIians; not an of us choose 11) drive, despite the lure of 
uconvenience. U 


4) Manda1e full recovexy of C8DlpUS traffic costs from useI3. Vice-President Gurowm s1a'ted 
in his letter of November 1988 11) facuIty and s1Bff that CoIIl2ll ucunently provides an annual subsidy 
of more than a half million dollaI3u for traffic and parking. I believe that Comell's cunent policy of 
chaIging for convenient parking show the comet approach-"those vho reap the benefits should bear 
the C03t u This policy should be extended tJ cowr an parking and traffic seIVices, 'Which should be 
priced according to the best estimate awi1able of the maIginal cost of the specific sexvice provided. 
Rather than subsidizing, and thus en.couragjIJg, behavior 'With unpleasant soci8l and environmental 
impacts, 'We should cbarge useIS not only the full cost of the seIVices provided, but sholl1d include a 
premium tJ account for the ex1emal costs imposed on the C8DlpUS through autJmobile commutation: 
increased risks to pedestrians, dispersion of the campus to allov convenient parking, pollution, e1.C. I 







'WOuld hope that ve will not indulge the hope that somehov the state and federal govemments will 
come 10 our aid: 10 the contraIy, don't our princip1es tell us that our govemmentshould concem itself 
'With more veighty mattel'S than OUI' local ttaffic probleJD3? 


If ve are "f1illing 10 dedicate significant resources 10 creating solutiom, furtber lll.e83UIeS can 
be taken 'Which could have a major impact on the tI8ffic problem. FiIst, I'd like offer a brief analysis 
of the problem. 


One truth about the Qcongestion crisisQ in Ithaca's West End, Community Comel'S, and 
e1sevhere is that the congestion vould be greatly diminished if aU1Dmobi1e loading Ia1eS vere 10 
increase from 1.5 (County p1anneIS' estimate, probably high) 10 3 peISOm per car. 'I'.bis congestion 
is a case of the c1assic network. TimelSpace al1ocationprob1em: as you pack 100 many "packetsQ into 
a QnetworkQ of fiDi1e "b8nd'Width," "throughpmu goes 10 zero as QcoDisiomQ Cllu:re "packet los3Q or 
induce ''network. routing failures" vhich shut down the "network" vhi1e routing patbs are 
reestablished. In the case of computer network technologies, it helps greatly that 'When an 
"in1eISeCtionQ-a network roU1er-is overloaded, it simply tbm"f1S a"f18.yexcess packets-a convenience 
that is im.pmctical, 10 say the least, 'With an automobile! IImmably, it 3eeJD3, higJnray p1annel'S offer 
only one solution 10 congestion: increase the bandwidth. or can:ying capacity, of the mad. Other 
measmes can be 1Bk.en 10 reduce conges1ion vhich me existing mad IeSOUIteS more *inteDigent11'". 
For example: 


5) Van pooling: Van pooling is the most efficient fOIm of 1l8DSpOI1ation available, especially 
given the broad di3peISion of housing 'Which 1m IeS1llted from the abu:re of the aU1DmDbile as a 
system of mass tmDsit If the loading I8.1e were 10 be increased 10 6, congestion "WOuld be a thing of 
the past Comell C01lld implement a nllDlber of policies encouI8ging nIl pooling: 


a) offer free parking peDDits in convenient spaces 10 those vho can establish that 
they are opemting a V8ll pool; 


b) Help obtain financing for those vho wish 10 begin a V8ll pool; 


c) Maintain as a coro11aIy seIVice 10 allov V8ll poolel'S 10 use the CUINFO bulletin 
bo8Id as a market for their goods. 


4) EncoUI8ge bicycle u:re. As the climate vaIlDS, Ithaca will become suiUlble for ,ear-round 
bicycling; even in the cunent unfavoIable climate, many people rely on bicyc1es tbmugh the winter! 
Separate paths for bicyclists, sepamting them from both aU1Dmobile and pedestIian tmffic, are a must 
if ve are 10 emp10y bicycle tmDsit safely and effectively. In older 10 promote bicycle use, racks can 
be mounted 10 buses so that the bicyclist can have an altemative 'When the "'fre8.ther tmm vet-as it 
does with in Ithaca, with SllCh appallingly frequent inegulaIity. 


6) Encouraging "Te1ecommutingQ: Many Comell students and s18ft often come 10 campus 
for the sole pmpose of accessing Comell's com.puterIeSOurces. Ifve enmd netwrkacces3 in1D the 
community, in the short run we might reduce the need 10 commU1e 10 campus. Although the primaIy 
benefit in the short ron is increased productivity of knov1edge "WOrkel'S, in the 10Dg ron providing this 
seIVice could su'bstmtially impact the tmfflC problem. 


If Comell were 10 implement the aV'8i1able technologies for high-speed access over telephone 
1ine3, ve C01lld establish a se)f-sus'lBining seIVice vhich aDo'W3 computer mel'S 10 access the 
compU1eIS on our networks from home for a lOtal chaIge 10 the user of about $20 per month. This 
seIVice "WOUld be based on Data-Over-Voice techno1ogy nov offered by NYNEX, 'Which does not 
inteIfere with the nonnal use of the telephone, and can offer speeds of either 2000 cbanlcteIS per 
second or 56 ,000 chaIactel'S per second; these speeds are 8 and 23 times the speed of the existing 
modem-based seIVice, and are high enough 10 allov remote access 1.0 be used on a regu1ar basis for 







getting work done. This service has not been implemented only because 1000 U3eI3 wouJd need 10 
su.bscn"be to the seIVice for it to break. even, and there were concerns tba.t this number of paying 
cm1OmeI3 might not mateIi8lize. To me, a3 a network :systeDl3 :software developer, the COIltm5t 
between this situation and the subsidized tmffic system is painful: we are required 10 "pay OUI own 
-way, II even thmlgh "fre offer 5Olutiom vhich yield the greatest benefits when the 'imiveI3al service II 
approach is employed; they receive a 1aIge subsidy, when in truth it is myopic management that has 
lead 10 the inevitable cn:m of the aumnobile tramit 3ys1Iml. 


An al1emative 10 developing a dedicated OOV seIVice, which would be of even greater value 
in the long Ilm, would be tl coax NYNEX tl offer ISDN telephone seIVices tl the Ithaca. area on an 
accelemted ba:sis. This proven, broadly deploJed 1eChnology would not only peDJlit 10cal bminesses 
tl conveniently tap Comell's resourees, such as the supercomputer facility, but a1so aDow them 10 
easily accomplish computer da1B. inteItbange among themselves. If Comell "frere 10 speed 
implementation of ISDN 1oca1ly, it might a1so provide an important 50UIte of goodwill in the 
community. 


In conclusion, I'd Jike 10 tty 10 llDdmcore the impoI1Bnce of responding 10 this ch81lenge 
11ith 1eadeI3bip, based on a fresh, mtional assessment of OUI needs and the resourees available tl us. 
This tmffi:; problem is not jmt a 10cal affair: the CIisis of automobili1y af11ic13 eveIY community of 
any size in the U. S. The federal government bas p1ll3ued a policy of making heavily subsidized 
highTays available 8£I08S the vhole nation as the primaly means of mass transit From a network 
peI3peCUve, highways make no sense as a system of mass tmnsit: inadequate higher-level control of 
routing will inevitably lead 10 congestion a3 individual dIivm make bad routing decisions, inadequate 
access control and ineguJar driving behavior leads to high col1ision Iates, and valuable resourees 
(land) are commned in S1DIiDg au1DmObi1.es, which by economic 10gic at lea3t 'i1OUld be better 
empJo}led tmnspoIting other people than in uselessly avaiting their owner's retmn. Furtbenno:re, 
Comell's decision 10 promote the 0veIp83S, vhich will comequen1ly promote the development of 
West Hill, can lead only tl tIaffic congestion nightroa.re centered in heart of the City of Ithaca, as 
Comell commuters gather from new suburbs 10 the North and West and are funneled 1IJgether 10 
meet, as TIiEY MUST. at the foot of Cayuga Jake to cross the plain on vhich the City is founded. 
The logical coroDaIy 10 the 0veIp83S, and West Hill development, is a free"f1ay running from the 
West End straight up East Hill tl the B lot, a hoIrifying abortion of tmnspoI1ation 1ogic, vhich would 
destroy Ithaca 8S "fre kIm1 and Jove it 


Moreover, the ammobile has pla}ed a po"frerful role in promoting enviroIlDl.e1l18l 
degI8dation, the COUI3e of which MUST be reveISed in the coming decade if "fie are tl presexve the 
Earth a3 a place fit for hl.1l1lm habi1B.tion. Loca1ly, we even have the dis8Ster of Jacksonville 10 
remind us of the unreckoned costs--here, a community vas rendered UDfit for habi1a.tion when a 
leaking ga:soline slOmge tank polluted its groundvater. In the public testimony reganling Route 96, 
we have beaId from individua1s-often, ironically, promoting the cause of their hurts-who have 
3Uffered profound health d~ from ga:so1ine fumes, wbD have been badly injured in au1D 
accidents, who suffer from the DOise of tmffic, or who are IIdriven to distractionll by the congestion 
and delays they experience in llSing this llDder-designed and poorl~regu1ated network system. The 
major conttibution made by the ammobi1e tl the global W'8IJJling trend is a great, rotting cheny a1Dp 
this gre8Sy pudding of aUlOmobility. We should spum this dish in favor of a more he8ltbful 
~poI1ation diet II 


Comell can continue "living in the Sixties, II promoting re8Ouxce-intensive, eneIgy-intensive, 
1and-extemive, and in the long rnn *~ble* pat1eIm of economic behavlor, or Comell can 
instead develop and promote nev"fl8.YS of solving the old problems of tmnspoI1ation, wbile 
addre5sing the nev enviro:nmen1Bl need:s 01lI lllrtbinking reliance on now-obsolete 1eChnologies have 
brought upon us. Comell, as one of the greatest researeh institutions in tbe world, oves it DOt only 
ID the public and the politicians who support 1)3, but ID m O'WIl. great traditiom of innovation and 
exce11ence, 10 look forvard into the future, and design and implement systems which can deliver the 







quality of life, convenience, and efficiency we desire, not only for OllI3elves but for the "WOrld and for 
posterity. 


(1) Dlle to liability problems, CIT cannot offer a seIVice vhich peIllli13 individuals to post freely to an 
official infonnation seIVice such as CUINFO; the Tmffic Bureau seems to be the 1ogica1. office to take 
responsibility for main1aining the bulletin boaId, vhich "WOuld require perhaps one FTE employee to 
DVeI3ee postings and manage publicity for the boaId. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric SaundeIS 
SysleJJJS ProgrammerlAmly3t ill 
CIT Network Systems SeIVices 


cc: Pmnk Rhodes 
WiDiamD. Gurovi12 
S1e'W8rt Lynn 
David NewfIeld, Director, CIT Network. SeIVices 
Dick Cogger, Asst Director, CIT Network SeIVices 







The last time I spoke at a public meetingin Ithaca, about a year ago, I was condemning our 
transportation policy, as represented by the automobile-fixated schemes promoted to "fix the Octopus" and 
"enhance the flow of traffic in the West End." I not only argued that it was irrational and wasteful, but I 
also attempted (as well as I could within a three-minute limit) to connect that domestic transportation policy 
to its logical consequences of American foreign policy. Those consequences we see today in Kuwait. 


The Middle East has a military history spanning back more than 8000 years; this is the birthplace of the 
military system of organizing armed conflict, this is where true armies were first raised, the first walled 
cities erected, the first empires established. Iraq is an heir to the militant traditions of Islamic Imperialism, 
and also the mantle of the Babylonians (who bested the early Jews in combat). 


Ham·mu·ra·bi: 1750 B.C. king of Babylon (1792-50). That's about 3800 years ago. The Code of 
Hammurabi was among the first systems of law to be "graven in stone," establishing a regular system of 
rules for conduct, and also establishing punishments for breaking the rules. It was the Babylonians who 
first enslaved the people we know today as the Jews, some time before the Bible was written. 


Today, this region of the world is largely impoverished. However, some sparsely-populated areas 
happen to contain huge quantities of oil. Oil which, over time, the British Empire, the Russian Soviet 
Empire, the US, Iran under the Ayatollah, and now the Iraqis, have attempted to control. Some of these 
powers have used the direct methods of war, others have used the indirect methods of assasination and 
domination by bribing the elite. Our government has used the indirect methods freely, as the Iran-Contra 
affair proves conclusively. In 1953 the CIA supervised the overthrow of a democratically-elected 
government in Iran which committed the unforgiveable sin of nationalizing Iran's oil resources. Our CIA 
placed the Shah Reza Pahlevi on the Throne of Iran, governing as a monarch absolute in his powers and 
resolute and merciless in defending them against all opponents, sincere democrats included. (He also 
allowed the CIA and NSA to place facilities in Iran to eavesdrop on Soviet communications, particularly 
missle communications.) 


We were doing pretty much the same thing the British did, making sure that rulers in the Middle East 
were on our payroll. After WWI, the British Empire, which already controlled Egypt, took over control of 
the oil-rich parts of the defeated Ottoman Empire of the Turks, including what would become Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Iraq, and others, along with the less well-endowed regions that would become Jordan, Israel, and 
Lebanon. The people who were employed were among the most retrograde ideologically in the region, the 
most devoutly "conservative" Islamic hypocrites who claim that their nobility and superiority are 
established by divine judgment. 


And so the country of George Washington, a bold challenge raised to the rights of monarchs 
everywhere, becomes the land of George Bush, friend and sustainer of Islamic monarchy. This country has 
sold its soul for the convenience of a highly mobile, petroleum-fueled economy. Cheap oil was and is 
absolutely crucial to sustaining the suburbanized model of life which American policy makers created 
through subsidization of highways and new housing in the suburbs. This policy was already in place before 
World War II; after the war, the car and the house in the suburbs were made icons of The American Way of 
Life, while the cities and railways were left to rot. The US government subsidized airways and "freeways," 
while regulating the once private-owned railroads into a condition of ruin. 


The price of a gallon of gas doesn't include the cost of the blood that's already been shed to keep it 
cheap. Do you think it would be possible to calculate it, and add it on? How? 


Sincerely, 
Kevin Eric Saunders 
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Neil Wallace asks (Feb. 25) whether American pilots who bombed civilians in 


Germany (during WWII) and Iraq are guilty of war crimes. 


Anyone who participates in terrorist attacks aimed at civilians is a criminal. Sadly, 


the Allies planned and executed a number of explicitly terrorist bombing raids during 


WWII-most notably Nagasaki and Dresden. Under the Nuremberg Priniciples, those 


who planned and participated in these actions are guilty of "crimes against humanity." 


Obviously, the Allies concocted these "Principles" after WWII to punish the losers, 


not to punish Allied war crimes such as the Soviet invasions of Poland, Finland, and the 


Baltic States in 1939 and 1940. The bombing of Dresden was carefully calculated to turn 


a crowded city containing no military targets into a giant blast furnace. This was 


"classified information" until 1961; in 1945 the American public was told that our 


bombing was humane and strictly military-not like their bombing. Today we are again 


told that civilian casualties are being minimized; if you believe that power and water 


utilities are "military targets," the planners and aircrew are Not Guilty. 







But why should we focus on the people at the bottom of the chain of command? The 


pilots who "followed orders" on the losing side of WWII received no special punishment 


after the war. The harsh punishments were levied on those who formulated the orders. 


Who has conducted a "war of international aggression" in the Gulf? Saddam 


Hussein, obviously, "with a little help from his friends," who reinforced his rule, 


encouraged him to invade Iran in 1980, subsidized him and sold him weapons, including 


the leaders of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Britain, France, Germany, the Soviet Union, Red 


China, and the United States. If Saddam Hussein is a kind of human pit bull, I think the 


beast's keepers should make some amends for feeding it, outfitting it with venomous 


steel teeth, and cheering as it exercised them on Persians, Kurds, and the USS Stark. I 


think they owe us their resignations. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric Saunders 







Area Variance Appeal: 721 W. Court St. 


The goal of the project is to add a private office/sound studio and a sunroom (covering 
20' X 33') to an existing two-story single family residence, and also add a new shed on 
the property, owned and occupied by the applicants (Kevin Eric Saunders & Anne Marie 
Whelan, husband & wife, & their daughter Rachel Anne Whelan). The studio, which is 
not intended as a living area and which will not be usable as a separate apartment, shall 
be heavily soundproofed. (The construction would probably use concrete roofing 
material over concrete block walls, with acoustically-isolated rooms built inside this 
structure using insulated staggered-stud or metal-stud walls and a false ceiling; noise 
reduction should exceed 60 dB). The 700-block of Court Street is a mixed-use area, 
where long-term residents cohabit with semi-industrial facilities and group homes, so the 
planned use is compatible with existing uses in the area. The lot currently has two 
parking spaces, which will remain available. 


5. Reasons for the Appeal for an Area Variance: 


1) Practical difficulties are immediately apparent regarding construction within the strict 
limits of the code: 


a) The lot width is less than the minimum allowed, even though the lot area is much 
larger than minimum required, and ample free space will remain on the lot after 
construction for parking, gardening, and other uses. 


b) The existing residence already violates the offset requirement on the East side of 
the lot (3' vs. 5'); an addition of adequate size, which is readily accessible by stairway 
from the sunroom and which meets the special requirements for size and dimensions of 
sound studio space cannot be constructed within the 5' limit. Complying with the offset 
requirements would leave only 16' in width for construction, so that construction of 
equivalent floor area would extend more than 40' deep into the lot; conforming to this 
requirement also makes a design which covers the roof of the studio with a deck both 
impractical and unattractive. Also, if the construction extended further west, the 
driveway would be obstructed and the existing parking made unavailable. 


2) I believe the requested variance represents a minor deviation from the area 
requirements imposed by the code, and that the construction is within the spirit of the 
code. The proposed construction will enhance the value of the existing property and 
surrounding residences. The sunroom will add much-needed living space to a rather 
small house, and adding the studi%ffice space will enable the occupants to work 
effectively at home, and at the same time will ensure that sound levels will comply with 
Ithaca's statutes. 
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Site Plan for Proposed Addition to 721 W. Court St., Ithaca, NY 
Adding a 20' X 14' Sunroom and a 20' X 33' Finished Basement to A Single-Family Residence 


(Revision 1 of first proposal for Appeal 2125) 


New Construction: 


~ Grade up from Basement door to Parking 


208.5' 


Sunroom and Deck over Finished Basement 


Retaining walls 


Elevation 


Overhead View 


New shed 


Shed removed 


208.5' 


Zoned B-4 Scale I" = 24' 
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tiard 9, 1989 
721 W. Court st. 
Ithaca, New YorK 14850 
607-273-6552 


Dear Prof. Sagan, 


By way of brief introduction, I/m a Systems Programmer in CIT NetworK 
Systems Services, where I do tiacintosh programming (Cornell TN3270, for 
example). I mention this in order to establ ish that far from being an enemy of 
technological civilization, I am ardently in favor of "development" (especially 
software development!). Io'm sending you the proposal I am placing before the 
Ithaca Common Council in the hope that you will publ icly support this measure, 
which proposes a radically different approach to deal ing with both our 
transportation and environmental problems. 


I/ve researched the Route 96 issue fairly intensively ever since I became a 
"vested special interest" I i.e., since my wife and I purchased a $40,000 horne 
in Ithaca/s ignored and underrated West End neighborhood. I started out with 
the attitude that Plan A was tolerable, even if it would eventuallY ruin our 
neighborhood as a residential area "hey, you can/t stop progress," etc., etc., 
and after all it/s quite possible that the value of our property would actuallY 
increase as a result of commercial ization. 


As I/ve learned more about the decisions that placed a new $23M hospital on 
West Hill, 5 miles west of the center of TompKins population, which is being 
used to justify a new Federally subsidized $42ti 4-lane with a 1/3 mile long 
overpass, I have become convinced that the whole project is one gigantic 
boondoggle intended to benefit real estate interests--including Cornell--who 
will profit from the development of West Hill. This occurs at the expense of 
taxpayers-at-large, those with medical emergencies, and those who 1 ive in the 
neighborhoods (Cl iff St. & the West End) which will be ruined by ever-growing 
traffic volumes. 


(In passing, 1/11 provide a 1 ittle contrast and comparison on the magnitude 
of the expense involved: the New YorK Times of 3/7/89 reports that US 
corporations have lost interest in solar power technologies which are just now 
becoming cost-competitive with other power sources; they report that the 
Federal budget subsidy to solar power roesearch was o$35r1 in 1988. These figures 
tell us something about how our government "thinKs" and "plans" for our 
future--reducing traffic congestion on Ithaca/s West End in the year 2010 is a 
vital concern, whereas developing technology to del iver clean electrical power 
comes in second. To characterize the burden placed on taxpayers by subsidies 
to highways, the WorldWatch Institute has cited figures placing the total 
government and corporate subsidies to automobiles at around $2500/auto, which 
they claim would translate into a $4.50/gallon gas tax if the costs were 
recovered through that means.) 


The King & King repor t roe 1 eased in January 1973 by the hosp i tal / sown 
Long-Range Planning Committee conclusively demonstrates that safety was the 
last thing on their minds; they even neglected to mention the train as an 







obstacle to access~ The analysis County Planner Frank Liquori presented to the 
Tompkins Board of Reps indicated that "the results showed a sl ight edge of the 
site at Cayuga Heights Road and Route 13 with existing access to the present 
hospital site. If Route 96 were to be improved, the evaluation indicated 
strongly in favor of that site." In other words, when the Reps split dOlAn Town 
1 ines in the vote taken Oct. 15, 1973 (Dryden/Groton/Lansing Reps & 1 city Rep 
against, others pro) on the location of the hospital, the majority was in 
effect taking a hostage--a hostage which could only be restored to the 
community through the construction of a new highway. 


Interestingly enough, on November 19, 1973, the Board of Reps voted to 
construct an ADDITION to the hospital, rather than the whole new facility IJJhich 
was eventually constructed. This vote was rescinded a year later, after the 
death of the Chairman Samuel Graves (Republ ican, City of Ithaca). At the 
November 26 meeting Chairman Graves made a statement which denounced the 
"strong-arm methods used on members of this board and other members of the 
medical profession" in order to get the Reps to approve a new $26M faci1 ity 
rather than a surgical addition. As we can see from the letters in the 
Journal, the strong-arm tactics persist. (I/ve personally been victimized by 
Dr. Weiner and Vernon Gambrell--of Santa fame--who used Cable 13 to air a 
weirdly distorted image of a Coal ition for Improved Roads meeting I attended. 
Just one more reason I/m not incl ined to be 1 iberal with the Health Honchos and 
Commuter-Welfare activists on this issue.) 


Personally I happen to agree with the shocked comments made after the 
Iran-Contra affair, that as a matter of pol icy one should never accede to the 
demands of hostage-takers; this only encourages them to make further demands. 
This is a textbook case of the pol iticization of transportation, city, and 
health planning, in which major decisions on PUBLIC investment have been made 
with an eye to PRIVATE profit. To give in and construct an Overpass on the 
strength of "publ ic health and safety" arguments made by the very same bad 
actors who put the hospital in the wrong location is exactly the same as paying 
a $42,000,000 ransom to kidnappers who threaten your loved one/s 1 ives. 


And so, because of the facts I/ve explained above--and because of the values 
hold--I have put forward the resolution I/m now asking you to support. To 


put my proposal in a larger perspective, cities all across the United States 
are now facing exactly the same kind of traffic crisis, and are getting the 
same "solution" from the DOT and the vast, dedicated coffers of the Highway 
Trust Fund. I/m convinced that the best approach to deal ing with the emerging 
ecological crisis is to put the energies of the free market to work on the 
problem through two means: 1) charge users of highways, water, US Forest 
Service forestry support activities, canal and waterway users, and other 
beneficiaries of US and State government largesse the true and full cost of the 
services provided; and 2) create U pollution rights" to allow limited 
production of effluents at levels which are compatible with survival of a rich 
planetary ecology, which should then be sold (on a global level, presumably 
through the agency of the UN) to the highest bidder. 


Proposals such as the 40-MPG floor for new autos, which adopt the casuistic 
approach to deal ing with environmental prob1ems--"a regulation here, a 
regulation there, and all will be better"--wi11 fail to accomplish the 
systemat i c r·eor i entat i on of our economy from one founded on I.-'!aste just i f i ed by 
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vulgar-Keynesian principles (roughly expressed, "let's subsidize some truly 
colossal public worKs projects and hope that the rising tide of dollars 
eventually 1 ifts everyone above subsistence") to one based on economic 
efficiency, sustainabil ity, and a consideration for human welfare. We must 
focus our efforts above and beyond this constricting "good jobs at good wages" 
model which has governed 1 iberal efforts at helping the poor. We must adopt 
instead a social welfare model in INhich each and every human being on the 
planet is regarded as deserving of subsistence, regardless of race, creed, 
color, or happenstance of national origin. 


In as many words, we must adopt a pol icy providing for a Global Minimum 
Income. Of course, 1 imits on human reproduction must be part and parcel of 
this pol icy. But just as clearly, the developed countries cannot expect the 
LDC's to surrender their rights to burn their coal or rape their rainforest 
without some "quid pro quo": this, a global minimal-welfare state based on the 
free-marKet principles of open access to all marKets; for that, your sovereign 
right to despoil the global environment as your leaders see fit. 


Of course, as you alreadly Know, this "welfare reform n must go hand in hand 
with aggressive measures to reduce the incredible waste of resources devoted to 
"national security," a concept which appears increasingly dated and hopelessly 
parochial as we come to real ize that modern technology will soon permit "terror 
states H to attempt to dictate their terms to a world trembl ing in fear at their 
nuclear, chemical, or bacteriological Doomsday Engine. We must turn from our 
obsessions with our national sovereignty, which has not been threatened since 
the War of 1812, to deal with the emerging problem of Global Security. (In 
this vein, Edward Te1ler"s recasting of the Strategic Defense Initiative as an 
"Errant Asteroid Defense System" is relevant--especially in view of the 
evidence supporting a meteoroid impact as the cause of the demise of the 
dinosaurs. Perhaps with a few bones such as this, the 
Mi1itary/Industria1./Academic complex President Eisenhower so brilliantly limned 
can be induced to switch, rather than fight, and support measures to secure the 
global future.) 


To sum up my perspective, I bel ieve that the only way to preserve the future 
as a habitable possibi1 ity is to enforce pol icies which ensure that individuals 
bear the responsibi1 ity and the costs for their decisions, whether as 
consumers, employees, or officials. Our government and corporations have 
pursued pol icies to the opposite effect: we practice the dilution of 
responsibil ity through corporate commitee-mongering and abuse of "the corporate 
veil," which allows corporations the prive1eges of individuals without 
corresponding responsibil itiesj the exemption from responsibil ity when the 
government deems national security interests to be at staKe; and the 
bureaucratization of responsibil ity when 1 iabil ity laws put third parties at 
risK for the irresponsible behavior of others. (A sal ient and disgusting 
example of these tendencies is our denial of the right of an 18-to-20-year-old 
serviceman or woman, whom we allow and indeed encourage to risk 1 ife and 1 imb 
daily for our country, to drinK a beer when at home on leave with family 
because some irresponsible surburban punks tend to get drunK and drive 1 ike 
maniacs. l,.Jhups~ Seems 1 iKe I've hit one of my own "hot buttons" here!) 


Only by returning to a social code of individual responsibil ity and 
reforming government pol icies so that they hold individuals, even powerful 
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individuals, indeed even wealthy stockholding "absentee owners," responsible 
for the consequences of their actions, can we preserve our precious individual 
liberties while preserving our environment. It matters not whether the awful 
consequences we suffer are Love Canal-style toxic waste disasters, the asbestos 
poisoning of construction workers, defective weaponry, hazardous releases of 
radioactive material from secret "defense plants," or even the destruction of 
industry through stock market speculation and "greenmail ,n the one rel iable 
solution to correcting these problems is to discover the individuals 
responsible, and hold them accountable by the exact same standards we apply to 
pimps and banK robbers--showing mercy where incompetence is responSible, but 
giving no quarter where bad motives are at worK. Only through ensuring 
individual accountabil ity can we attacK the root of these problems; only by 
applying the principles of Glasnost to our own corrupt, "black" (secret) 
defense and "blacK" (asphalt) transportation bureaucracies can we start to 
reclaim the liberties for which our ancestors fought and died: the right to 
choose our own way of I ife for our famil ies, to freely choose which goods we 
will and won/t purchase, while taKing responsibil ity for our own actions and 
earning through our own efforts the money required for needs and desires beyond 
the bare minima of life. 


I hope that you will join me in supporting this resolution, which taKes the 
minor and purely local but nevertheless significant step of rejecting wasteful 
Federal subsidies for "development" in our community, and enjoining the State 
and Federal governments to turn their efforts towards their proper function of 
ensuring the future security, health, and welfare of the citizenry. I myself 
do freely pledge my life, my fortune, and my sacred honor to this cause. 


Yours Truly, 
From a fellow Philosopher, 


Kevin Eric Saunders 


PS: I wrote and printed this letter using a t1acintosh program (a text 
editor/communications program) which I myself designed and developed. So I 
suppose I too am a developer! t1aybe as a "developer" I can avoid the 
"activist" label the press sticKs on anyone seeKing pol itical reformI 
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March 23, 1989 
721 W. Court St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 


Senator Albert Gore, Jr. 


Dear Senator Gore, 


was impressed by your article in the New YorK Times, "An Ecological 
Kristallnacht. Listen." I share your sense of urgency about the issues raised 
by environmental degradation, and I'm gladdened to see that awareness about the 
issues reaches into the Senate. 


I'd 1 iKe to share with you some of my own work on this subject, recent and 
not-so-recent. I've enclosed a resolution I recently placed before our City's 
governing body, encouraging them to reject a pork-barrel "transportation" 
project, one with a sleazy history--the primary argument for the 1/3-mile long 
overpass is a hospital that was mislocated by the county government, 5 miles 
from the center of population of this rural area. (On the reverse is a COPy of 
a paper I wrote at the age of sixteen, which gained me admittance to a 
Telluride Association Summer Program on "Publ ic Pol icy and the Environment," 
leading me through ciruitous paths to settle in Ithaca as a Macintosh Systems 
Programmer for NetworK Systems Services at Cornell. How curious 1 ife can be!) 


As you will see from the resolution and the paper, I have a different 
perspective on environmental and transporation matters. I'd 1 iKe to suggest to 
yOU that the proposal now mooted, to mitigate the automobile's contribution to 
the greenhouse effec t by manda t i ng higher MPG standards, will in the long run 
prove to be ineffective. This transportation system, in conjunction with 
discriminatory zoning and housing codes, leads to ever-increasing commute 
distances; thus, despite the increased auto efficiency and the reduced per-mile 
auto emissions achieved over the past ten years, pollution in urban areas 
continues to worsen (Times, ???). What has occurred, and what is proposed, is 
a technical optimization of the minor details of a system that can never work 
well as a mass-transit system. 


suggest, instead, that the most efficient path to both a sound economy and 
a healthy ecology is to identify the costs, and to charge them as directly as 
possible, so that consumers can make the decision themselves as to whether the 
cost is worth the benefits. I think that this approach of (1) requiring 
social ized portions of the economy (highways, canals, national forestry, 
garbage disposal, sewers, etc.) to charge true costs to users, and (2) charging 
effluent fees on pollutants, as near the source as possible (e.g., the coal 
mine, the oil well, the chemical plant), based on estimates of damage the 
pollutant causes to the environment. The approach of fixing the amount of 
effluents and then allowing bidding has great merit for particularly dangerous, 
yet technologically very important, pollutants such as the CFCs. (Although in 
the case of the CFCs, it is true that an outright ban is probably for the best 
in the long run.) 


Although as a failed economics graduate student (3 months, if I may brag) I 







am the first to concede that the determination of these costs will be 
difficult, and to a great extent arbitrary, this approach can correct dangerous 
tendencies in the economy without the necessity of creating huge volumes of 
regulations, enforced by underfunded and undermotivated bureaucrats. Instead, 
particularly if the regulators see a proportion of the fees ukicked back u to 
their bureau for enforcement costs, the bureaucrats will have the motivation of 
increasing revenues as effluent fees are increased--a scary prospect, perhaps, 
but not so frightening as Universal Devastation. 


At any rate, I greatly appreciate your leadership on environmental affairs, 
and in the technological field (particularly the national network!). You have 
my best wishes in your endeavors--including what looks to me 1 ike a very 
promising lead on the crucial issues of the 90~s over any of the other 
Democrats who might s~ek the nomination in 1992! Of course, as a transplanted 
Arkansan I may just be tad prejudiced in favor of a Tennessean fellow •••• 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric Saunders 


P.S.: I just hate to leave off without a touch of acrimony to prove I ain~t a 
bootl icker, so here ~tis: as the founding lead guitarist of the Angry Samoans, 
perhaps the most purposefully vulgar and al ienated "punk" band in all of rock 
and roll, I really do wish your wife would close down her PMRC act and devote 
her energies to a more worthy cause. I suppose this plays well in some parts, 
but it completely turned me off to your candidacy in 1988. Please heed my 
words: attempts at regulating rock and roll, just 1 ike attempts at outlawing 
drugs, will only lead to more abuse. 


I bel ieve that in many cases heavy metal, hardcore punk, etc., allow 
al ienated youths to vent anger that might be expressed in less desirable forms 
otherwise, although I will concede that it might encourage others to 
undesirable behavior. The Angry Samoans, by the way, is my brother~s band; an 
accountant by day, a punk rocker by night, I think he~s quite a good role model 
for an intell igent-but-al ienated youth. In my current band, Auld l~Anxiety, 
even though we~re generally serious and, betimes, indisputably, melodically, 
musical, we perform some ironic heavy metal/thrash material which would run 
afoul of a 1 iteral-minded censor. 


Certainly there is too much utter trash out there, and it~s shameful that 
one can grow rich by spouting Satanist sentiments to cl iched riffs, but the 
worst musical crime I can imagine is an insincere love song; the worst media 
crimes are those committed on TV, where the average cop shoots more bullets in 
one show than a real cop shoots in a career. If people truly want to cut down 
on violent crime, they shouldn~t ban assault rifles or handguns, but instead 
work to curb the violent imagery and routine mayhem that comprises the bulk of 
video productions these days. Modern horror movies are an abomination--why not 
focus on this graphic violence, which clearlY inspires emulation, instead of 
the filtered, diluted stuff you might get from a rock band? Even rock videos 
are nowadays pretty mild stuff •.•. 
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"When you have to kill a man it costs nothing to be polite." 
(On the ceremonial Corm of the declaration of war apinst Japan, 8 Dec. 1941.) 


"To jaw-jaw is better than to war-war." 
- Winston Churchill 


HERE WE STAND. 
A declaration addressed to George Bush, the President of 
the United States, his Vice-President J. DanfoT1h Quayle, and the 


Five Hundred and Thirty-Five "Representatives" and 
"Senators" in Congress: who claim the right to dispose of 


our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor: 


We write to you in order to establish our opposition to the War Policy you and your 
colleagues pursue, and to condemn you for failing to discharge the sworn duties you are 
obligated to perform under the Constitution. We write to fulfill our obligation to oppose 
wars of aggression waged by our own government-an obligation imposed on us by the 
Nuremberg Principles, proclaimed by the United States Government itself as universally 
valid and binding upon all people of all nationalities, and imposed ex post facto upon 
German and Japanese citizens after the Allied victory in World War Two. 


The roots of the present Constitutional crisis. 


The history of our government's abandonment of Constitutional legality in pursuing 
both foreign and domestic policy follows a long and torturous path. It is only recently 
that secret deals, secret budgets, and policies based on ideals which are both thoroughly 
un-American and anti-democratic has lead to what can only be called a crisis of 
Constitutional authority: a crisis which takes place not in the streets, but in the minds of 
American citizens. Abundant evidence is available to support the belief that America is 
no longer governed by the open, democratic methods prescribed by the Constitution, in 
which elected Representatives agree on laws which are then administered by the 
President under the scrutiny of the courts. Instead the President and a small group of 
advisors (including a carefully selected few among our "Representatives" who mayor 
may not be "consulted") decide upon policies in secret, implement them as they will, and 
reveal them to the American people at a time that suits them. It has become increasingly 
impossible to resolve the contradictions between our government's Constitutional basis 







and its policies. This crisis has profound implications for the future of America. Will 
faith in democratic government survive the cynicism of those who now wield power in 
American government? 


You know that, in 1986, an aircraft crewed by American citizens was shot down deep 
inside the territory of the Central American country of Nicaragua. It was shot down in 
the act of supplying weapons to the contra movement, which was rebelling against the 
democratically elected government of Nicaragua. One crew member, Eugene Hasenjus, 
survived. And then the revelations began to seep out from the "secret" cesspools of our 
government ... How American weaponry, including advanced anti-aircraft and anti-tank 
missiles, was sold to Iran-secretly, while the Reagan-Bush administration proclaimed 
publicly that "we will make no deals with terrorists," and was indirectly supporting Iraq 
in its war on Iran... How the profits from this arms sale were diverted from the U.S. 
treasury and used for funding "an off-the-shelf covert action capability" to be employed 
secretly by the President without any notification whatsoever to any of those persons who 
have been elected to represent the American people in Congress. Every scruple of 
Constitutional government was abandoned by the Reagan-Bush government, in its lust to 
prosecute an illegal, undeclared, supposedly covert war against the Socialist government 
of Nicaragua. 


Now, thanks to your failure to press for the impeachment of Ronald Reagan and your 
cooperation in concealing both the character and the extent of the un-Constitutional, un
American activities undertaken by the Reagan-Bush administration, George Bush sits in 
the White House as the President of the United States. Even though the United Nations is 
for once actually united in a policy which calls for a blockade against Iraq which will 
eventually, and inevitably, starve Iraq into submission, George Bush, the President, 
professional politician, and spymaster, who according to sworn testimony to a Federal 
Court was present when a deal was made with the Iranian government of the Ayatollah 
Khomeini to engage in a treasonous exchange of American weapons for American 
hostages in order to rig the 1980 Presidential election, is preparing to wage yet another 
illegal war-this time against Iraq, which we had supported openly throughout the Iran
Iraq war. 


Cui bono? "To whose good?" 


It's not for the American people, who are called to lay down their lives and prosperity 
to defend the rights of tyrants, dictators, whom our foreign policy bureaucrats and media 
savants are pleased to call "monarchs." Why should we defend the "conservative" 
Islamic government of Saudi Arabia? Why should we sacrifice American lives, a 
balanced budget, and the health of the U.S. economy to keep cheap oil flowing to Japan? 
It seems we're defending everything except common sense. 


The truth is that Saddam Hussein is not even an outstanding tyrant. He is merely an 
exceptional student of American foreign policy. How could he fail to note our 
weaknesses ... 







->That no legal basis has been provided for continued presence of U.S. troops in 
Saudi Arabia. War has not been declared by the United States Congress against Iraq, 
although Congress has had both ample time available and legitimate grievances (based on 
the taking of hostages) to prompt a war against Iraq; nor has the War Powers Act been 
invoked, which would allow Congress to either approve troop deployments in Saudi 
Arabia and legally sanction this use of the President's power as Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces, or demand their prompt withdrawal; 


-> That U.S. foreign policy if founded on the misguided notion that "the enemy of our 
worst enemy is a great friend." Even now the Bush government makes secret deals with 
the Syrian government of Hafez Assad, the butcher of Hama, the chief supporter of world 
terrorism, in our Great Crusade-just as it made secret deals with both Hussein and the 
Ayatollah during the Iran-Iraq War, and just as it made deals with Noriega when he was 
on the payroll of the CIA. Hussein knows, probably better than we do, just how 
disastrous all these deals have been for long-run interests of the United States and its 
citizens. 


->That a Great Divide exists between the nobility ofthe Bush government's endless 
proclamations on human rights, and its employment and toleration of the most vile 
methods, including torture, terrorism, and military aggression, in guaranteeing that our 
"national interests" are "secured;" 


->A policy of tolerance toward Iraqi crimes, in particular, our government's reaction 
to the Iraqi attack upon the USS Stark: outrage! directed at ... the Iranians? Who, after 
all, were defending themselves from just the kind of "naked aggression" by Iraq which 
the Bush-Quayle government now confronts rather than ignores, when it is directed 
against our "friends" the Kuwaitis-who helped finance the Iraqi war with Iran when it 
turned sour and unprofitable for Hussein? Recall that the primary war aim proclaimed by 
the Ayatollah and the Iranian government in the Iran-Iraq War of 1980-1988 was the 
deposition of the tyrant and aggressor Saddam Hussein! 


->And finally, that just prior to the invasion of Kuwait our Ambassador April Glaspie 
assured him our government had "no position" on the border dispute, even informing him 
that our government was jealous of his freedom from antagonistic media reports? Why 
did the Bush-Quayle government give Hussein the green light? Could it be that in reality 
the invasion of Kuwait is a gigantic double-cross, played upon the American people? 


It sounds unbelievable. Like the Iran-Contra deal, supporting an utterly illegal covert 
war against Nicaragua by providing the Ayatollah's anti-Hussein crusade with weapons. 
Like the" legal" covert wars waged by the President with the fig leaf of secret 
Congressional approval in Afghanistan, Angola, 


Yes, Saddam Hussein is a vicious, inhuman beast, indifferent to the sufferings of his 
own people, who has slain those who dissent from his policies with his own hand. But 
for a time, he was a good beast, a useful beast: he ordered the invasion of our Iranian 
enemy, and killed them by the hundreds of thousands. That was good: our government 







did not care had we about the sufferings of Iranians, who had a really intolerable ruler, 
the Ayatollah Khomeini. 


But now Saddam Hussein is a bad beast: he has caused the invasion of a country 
with whose rulers our rulers are on good terms! Suddenly, a cry goes up: "Egads! We 
must unleash the dogs of war against this-barbarian! Let a million Iraqis perish, to 
avenge this crime of Saddam Hussein!" (Doesn't it seem as if ... the intolerable ruler is 
one who insults our rulers ... for instance, Manuel Noriega, whose misbehavior 
''justified'' our invasion of Panama, and the deaths and mutilation of hundreds of innocent 
Panamanian civilians, along with the deaths of American soldiers who gave their lives in 
what our military propagandists named "Operation Just Cause." We invaded because he 
did not meekly surrender to our government to face hyped-up drug charges, on which we 
will not give him a fair trial!) 


These policies of the U.S. government, which hold that our President may invade any 
country, at any time, for any cause, are madness, induced by the pride and vainglory of 
our rulers. As we head toward war with Iraq, with our economy staggering beneath a 
decade of malin vestments sponsored by Congress, with class resentments once again 
discernible after a mammoth redistribution of wealth from the poor to the rich, organized 
by a ruling class which (as Lester Thurow has pointed out) gave up governing for the 
sake of looting, we are really set to lose big. 


Anyone who believes this war will last a week or two is a fool, ignorant of history, 
and deserves nothing but our contempt! Before so many wars, hawks have proclaimed 
that swift victory is inevitable: It was so before the Civil War; before World War I; 
before World War II; and indeed, before the Vietnam War, all of which were tidily 
scheduled so the troops would be home by Christmas. 


War with Iraq has the potential to join the entire Middle East, indeed North Africa, 
into a renewed union of orthodox Arab Muslimsjoined against the the Western world. 
Iraq can lure Israel into a war with but one attack using chemical weapons. Once Israel is 
joined to this war upon an Arab nation, how long will impoverished Arabs in Egypt, 
Syria, and indeed all the Muslim countries around the world, stick with the Bush-Quayle 
government? How long will their governments endure if the average citizen of their 
countries believe that they are siding with George Bush, once-chief of the CIA, and 
against them? And, most perturbing of all, if they see the end in sight, will the Iraqi or 
Israeli governments unleash their weapons of mass destruction, which almost certainly 
include biotoxins developed for germ-warfare, capable of wreaking havoc world-wide? 


And further, war will endanger the civil peace of the United States: if we have yet 
another undeclared war, do you believe that Americans will all join together in applause 
as American blood is shed on Arabian sands to defend our "friends" the House of Saud, 
whom the British anointed as rulers of Arabia? Whose goal has been "spread of 
fundamentalist Islam???" (Strategic Atlas) Men who keep more than one wife, even as 
they ban Playboy and forbid consumption (on pain of death!) of that beer? Anyone who 
believes this is drunk-with power. 







We swear that if there is a war against Iraq we will withhold all tax payments due on 
my income from the Federal Government. Further, that in the event of an undeclared war, 
we will ?????? 


We have tolerated our government's participation in the oppression of Central 
America, in covert wars in Afghanistan and elsewhere, and its attacks over the past 
decade on our Constitutionally-guaranteed rights to privacy, freedom of speech and the 
security of our property from seizure without due process. We will not sit by while our 
own blood-stained government invades Iraqfor the sake of the "freedom" of 
fundamentalist Islamic monarchs and cheap oil. And we swear that we will do our best to 
move others to resist it also. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric Saunders 







king \'kin\ n 
1a: a male monarch of a major territorial unit; esp: one 
whose position is hereditary and who rules for life 
b: a paramount chief 
2 cap: GOD, CHRIST 


A few factors which disqualify the U.S. government as a 
judge of the morality of foreign government policies: 


1945-53, 54-73, Indochina: First we help the French in a 
futile attempt to preserve their colonial empire, spurning 
requests from Ho Chi Minh to allow Vietnam to become a US 
protectorate "like the Phillippines." Eventually, achieving 
"Peace with Honor" (with Ho's government) in Vietnam 
requires CIA control of the South Vietnamese government, the 
saturation bombing of South Vietnam, North Vietnam, and 
(covertly and illegally) Cambodia and Laos, and a massive 
land expedition requiring a draft. Both conventional and 
chemical weapons are used extensively with utter disregard 
for civilian casualties. President Richard Nixon threatens 
to use the bomb in order to force North Vietnam to sign a 
"peace treaty." 


1953, Iran (Persia): The USCIA arranges the overthrow of 
democratically-elected President Mossadegh and replaces 
democracy with the monarchy of Shah Reza Pahlevi, a self
proclaimed descendant of Alexander (Greek conqueror who 
ruled the known world, including Persia, in the 3rd century 
B.C.). The Iranian government led by Mossadegh had 
nationalized the oil industry; so the USCIA fixed that by 
crushing democracy. 


1972, Chile: The USCIA assists in overthrowing an 
incompetent left-wing (but democratically elected and mostly 
humane) Marxist government and replacing it with an 
incompetent right-wing government ruled by a military 
despot, General Pinochet. (Why does US policy always seem 
to support miniature re-incarnations of Napoleon Bonaparte?) 


1975-present, East Timor: The (Muslim) Indonesian 
government invades (Catholic) Timor, eventually killing 
about 10% of the population. The US government prevents the 
UN from pursuing sanctions against the Indonesian 
government. 







1979-present, Nicaragua: In order to maintain us control 
of Central America, the us sponsors the Contra "Freedom 
Fighters," who are attempting to overthrow the more-or-less 
legitimate (albeit socialist) government of Nicaragua. 
Disdaining international law in the form of World Court 
decisions, the US government of Ronald Reagan finances a 
bloody, bitter civil war, eventually shredding the US 
Constitution in its lust to punish Marxists abroad. 


Now George Bush, Jim Baker, and the other incumbents of 
the Reagan regime-these same people-who apparently believe 
the "original intent" of the writers of the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution was to make the President 
an elected King-are still running the executive branch of 
the us federal government, and are still defending their 
right to conduct foreign policy on an ad hoc basis. 


War in the Gulf: A hot place, not such a hot idea. 


Oil War. The rules for this wargame, a simulation of 
conflict in the Gulf Area offering many scenarios for 
conflicts involving us intervention (US with and without 
Israeli support against all the governments of the region, 
US against Iran, US with and without re-supply and transit 
through Europe). The game runs over a two-week period, 
because, we are told by the game's designers (who have done 
a lot of simulation work for the Pentagon, by the way) any 
oil fields we do not physically control within two weeks 
will probably have been destroyed. 


We're worried about an Iraqi bomb. We should be worried 
about the possible Pakistani bomb, about the Israeli bombs 
(more than 100, along with a proven ability to deliver 
conventional weapons air-express to Tunis, over 1000 miles 
from Israel. The Israelis can of course deliver these 
nuclear warheads onto American soil, using somewhat less 
spectacular means of transport than an F-15.~ ) We should 
be worried, especially, about the tens of thousands of 
warheads possessed by the rapidly-collapsing Bolshevik 
"government" of the Soviet Union (about 50 million of the 
USSR's 265 million people are Muslims living adjacent to the 
Turkey, Iran, and Afghanistan; only 50 million are Slavic 
(Russians); the Russians conquered the Muslim provinces 
during the 19th century, "often in the face of fierce 
resistance," some of it from the British, who also wanted to 







rule the Eastern world) . 


Ah, the British. How their imperial ambitions have 
screwed the world up. After WWI, the French and British 
partitioned the areas taken from the defunct Ottoman Empire 
(ruled by the Turks). "Divide and rule" is the principle, 
and the divisions are calculated very precisely to help a 
few "friends" and keep the masses at bay. The Kurds, for 
example, are split between Syria, Turkey (our NATO ally, 
which disavows the presence of any Kurds on its territory; 
the Kurdish language is outlawed), Iraq (poison gas in 
1987?), and Iran (from which CIA-sponsored Kurds launched 
attacks on Iraq). After WWII, the French and British 
empires kept themselves busy collapsing, employing brutal 
techniques to attempt to hold on to their colonial empires. 


To quote at some length the Strategic Atlas (Gerard Chaliand 
and Jean-pierre Rageau) : 


"The rivalry between Iraq and Iran (which for a long time 


supported Iraqi Kurds fighting the central government) was fuelded by 


concessions Iraq was obliged to make to Iran in 1975 (the Algiers 


agreements) leading to withdrawal of Iran's support for the Kurds, and 


their eventual collapse. These concessions involved problems of 


sovereignty in the Shatt-al-Arab and the Iraqi claim to the ethnically 


Arab [as opposed to Persian) province of Khuzistan .... 


"Hussein took advantage of the disorder created by the 


revolutionary process in Iran and sought, by invading Iran, to make 


Iraq the leading regional power in the Middle East .... Although the 


Iraqi people were not very enthusiastic about this military adventure, 


the majority, who are Shiite [ruled by Sunni Muslims) ignored the 


calls to revolt issued by Ayatollah Khomeini .... 


"The Baath party's organization (some 400,000 members) [which 


Hussein uses to rule Iraq) appears likely to hold up, whil external 


assistance (from France and the Arab countries including Saudi Arabia) 


is assured. 
"No state (except Syria and Israel) wants the collapse of the 


Iraqi regime and a change in the balance in Iran's favor. Whatever 


the outcome, the economic consequences of the conflict, not to mention 


the human losses, have been heavy for both countries." 


There's a story related in Herodotus' Persian Wars about 
a siege of Babylon (which was located, by the way, in 
Central Iraq) conducted some centuries before the birth of 
Jesus. 







The besiegers of Babylon were shocked when one of the 
Babylonian nobility arrived with his nose and ears cut off. 
He swore that he would lead the besiegers against his former 
rulers in order to attain vengeance. After several 
successful small attacks, he gained their confidence, and 
was allowed to command a full-scale assault-which resulted 
in the slaughter of the attacking force, when he led them 
into the trap that had been arranged before this noble 
himself had conceived the plan and insisted on doing the job 
himself. 


Now isn't that subtle? And that was 2000 years ago! 







The Ithaca Journal 
123 W. State St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 


Letter to the Editor: 


721 W. Court St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
Feb 1, 1991 


The Journal should drop DeWayne Wickham's column-permanently. 


Wickham's analogy in his column (Feb. 1) between the Baltic States and the 


Confederate States of America is partially correct: Gorbachev, like Lincoln, is 


willing to plunge his country into civil war to preserve his state's Great Power 


status; he is willing to suppress civil liberties, pit neighbor against neighbor, and 


risk ruin for the sake of the princple of State Power. 


But only a moral idiot would equate the two cases: the Southern States 


voluntarily joined in a Free Union, which was of great benefit to their (white, male, 


voting) citizens; the Baltic States were forcibly incorporated into one of the most 


awful terror states of modern history, the Soviet Union under the rule of the 


dictator Joseph Stalin. Note that Wickham's argument is idiotic on its face: 


Poland, no less than the Baltic states, was traditionally subject to Russian rule, 







and the existence of an "independent" Polish state after WWII was a matter of 


formality only: if Poland should be free, so should the Baltics. 


It is sadly symbQlic of the perversion of reason to the purposes of ideology 


that anyone now raises the argument that Baltic States deserve the fate of the 


Confederacy. If it were not for the fact that American opinion is being mobilized 


to support our disastrous intervention in the Gulf, requiring moral justification for 


the "Coalition" George IV has patched together by bribing a set of totalitarian 


governments, such ludicrous mental mis-haps would receive the scorn they 


deserve. 


The truth is that nationalist ideologies and the States which represent them, 


American, Lithuanian, Russian, Kuwaiti, Iraqi, Israeli, and others, are leading the 


world into a condition of chaos and violence which will be disastrous for the entire 


planet. Wickham and the like, who would subordinate individual freedom to 


some kind of state apparatus, all deserve to inherit one of the hotter rings of the 


regions of Hell; for, contrary to their preaching, no state should be allowed to 


dispose of human beings as slaves 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric Saunders 







721 West Court Street 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
Fri Apr 12 1991 


The Atlantic 
745 Boylston St. 
Boston, MA 02116 


Dear Editors: 


Thanks are due to the editors of the Atlantic both for publishing "The Economics of 


Legalizing Drugs" and for deconstructing Charles Rangel's forth-issuing anti-drug 


homily in situ: indeed, the holes in Rangel's arguments are big enough to "drive a Wild 


Turkey through." Although the letter was probably prepared for Rangel's signature by a 


staffer, in accordance with the ethic of intellectual counterfeiting which has infected our 


body politic, he did sign it, and should be held accountable for its incoherent contents ... 


In "his" letter Rangel amply demonstrates his taste for the grandiose generalization 


at the expense of reality, a failing widespread among the Drug Warriors. He claims that 


marijuana was "more or less legal in small doses" during the Sixties-for political 


conformists and their offspring it was "more legal," perhaps, but others could be 
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subjected to life imprisonment, depending on the whim of the legal authorities! He 


baldly claims that "it is spurious ... to make physiological comparisons between alcohol 


and illicit drugs" -to wit, when scientific knowledge collides with the law, science must 


yield! 


To make it unmistakably clear that he is "innumerate" and that his scenarios spring 


from the realm of bad science fiction, he claims that if drugs were legalized "the number 


of addicts would not stop at some magical plateau but would increase exponentially"-


leaving us to conclude that the ranks of the addicted would swell to encompass, and 


quickly surpass, the population of the whole world! "We know from experience that drug 


use is contagious. Unrestricted access to drugs would inestimably expand drug use"-but 


somehow the use of tobacco, perhaps the most addictive substance known to science and 


still readily available, has declined even though the American government is subsidizing 


its production to the tune of $800,000,000 (Common Cause, March/April '91). Ah, facts 


facts facts-who needs them, when you've got a simply splendid ideology? 


If Rangel wants to set an example for the youth of America, he should start by 


cleaning up his rhetoric: he should henceforth eschew ad hominem attacks on the 


morality of those who disagree with him, stick scrupulously to fact and logic, and 
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concede error when he is demonstrated to be in the wrong. It is his example that 


undermines our faith in the law by demonstrating that the authorities in charge of our 


drug laws are loud, obnoxious, hypocritical boobs, who are insensible to rational 


arguments which take their own premises seriously, and become vindictive when we do 


not defer to their favorite argumentative tactic-the argument from authority. America 


today abides uneasily under a new McCarthyism, whose victims dare not protest for fear 


of vengeance by the authorities: users of illegal drugs risk the loss of their property and 


livelihood, and perhaps even their lives, if they defend their habits publicly. Charles 


Rangel, have you no shame? 


Rangel, Ronald Reagan, and the Nicorette-chewing nicotine addict William Bennet 


have demonstrated to my satisfaction that the anti-drug crusade is insincere; protecting 


the health and "morality" of Americans is not its goal, since pursuing that utopian "moral 


goal" would require a uniform ban on all "mind-altering substances." Instead, their real 


goal is to find convenient scapegoats to distract Americans from genuine threats to their 


freedom and prosperity ... such as the incompetence and venality of our government, 


which has delivered its citizens an imploding banking system, an exploding space 


program, chronic deficits, stagflation (once again!), a "justice system" corrupted by 
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bribery and brutality, and a run of Pyrrhic wars, overt and covert, at home and abroad. 


Simultaneously, they would empower our wrong-doing government, enhancing its police 


powers at the expense of our Constitutional rights to due process and trial by jury. 


I myself enjoy the occasional shot of fine Kentucky bourbon, and have learned to 


fear the persistent lure of the bright red "du MAURIER" cigarette package; but I prefer 


marijuana, which I have been smoking for over fifteen years. I have avoided cocaine, not 


because it is illegal or unavailable, but because I perceive that the health risks involved in 


using cocaine outweigh the fleeting psychological benefit. I believe otherwise in the case 


of marijuana, which helps me remain calm and focus on "cultivating my garden" in the 


face of destructive stupidity of earth-shaking magnitude-such as that demonstrated by the 


Drug Warriors, with their "Reaganitic" imperviousness to reason. Smoking pot may 


eventually cause me to die prematurely of lung cancer; however, I expect to die some 


time before that eventuality, thanks to the rapid development and deployment of modem 


weapons world-wide and a modem mind-set susceptible to Armageddon Fever. 


This marijuana user, like many others, thinks for a living. I write complex computer 


programs: errors in my logic are tested daily in the harsh regime of electronic circuitry, 
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and when one of my programs has failed, I can correct the failure only by admitting the 


possibility of error, by scrupulously tracing the logical paths which led up to the failure in 


order to isolate its cause, and then correcting the flaws in the algorithm or its 


implementation. 


Rangel and his cohort disdain responsibility for one hundred years of abject failure 


in their quest to "purify" society. They continue to claim that if only they could succeed 


in capturing people like me, productive, tax-paying, family-oriented marijuana smokers, 


locking us in prisons, and placing our children in orphanages, America would be a better 


place. The logic is Stalinist, and so is the result: fear of State power. This is why so 


much venom is heaped on the "casual" drug user, whose behavior is generally rational, 


civil, and, apart from adherence to drug laws, law-abiding: the Nay-Sayers cannot abide 


the counter-example of successful drug users, and wish to bring calamity upon those who 


use illegal drugs in moderation. It is the drug warriors, with their lust to punish, who are 


immoral and un-Christian. They are the source of the threat to American values, 


including constitutional democracy and the inherent individual rights to life, liberty, 


property, and the pursuit of happiness. 
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"Drug abuse" is not the problem in the streets of America today: criminal violence 


is the problem. Charles Rangel and his allies aid and abet the violent criminal 


underworld by guaranteeing its profit margins. The specious "reasoning" of those who 


support Discriminatory Drug Prohibition demonstrates once again that individual 


judgment is most profoundly distorted by lust for power, and that the greatest danger to 


peace in civil society is the extremism of "moralists" who prefer disaster to compromise. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric Saunders 


PS: Let's reflect a little on the consequences I might suffer if you print this letter 
with my name on it. Cornell University is subject to Federal regulations requiring all 


recipients of Federal aid to maintain "drug-free workplaces," which means in practice that 
Cornell employees must maintain drug-free homes. If some alert Federal bureaucrat reads 
the letter and notifies Cornell that it is harboring a confessed drug user, Cornell would 
force me to take counseling sessions to "help" rid me of this awful habit. If I were to 
persist in advertising that I smoked the demon weed, Cornell would have the alternatives 
of 1) firing me or 2) losing about $1,000,000,000 in federal grant money each year. 
Hmmmm .... which would they choose? Of course, I could simply state that although of 


course I would never dream of doing anything illegal, people should be allowed to pursue 
their own version of happiness as long as they don't infringe on the liberties of others; but 
then, there would be no counterexample, and the notion that marijuana smokers consist of 
the lumpen elements of society too stoned to work would persist. Catch-22! If you 
defend your habit, we've got ya! On the other hand, if you defend "someone else's 
habit," clearly you are ignorant of "the degradation of substance abuse," you don't realize 
that "the life of a substance abuser is based on lies," and are a selfish Yuppie "willing to 
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write off the lower class. " 


Then there's that Federal form I had to sign to buy a firearm. It didn't ask me 
whether I am alcoholic, or whether I like to get drunk and wander about the woods 
shooting at random targets which look like deer; it did ask, with rather stiff penalties for 
lying, whether I used marijuana, which would disqualify me for the privilege of owning a 
firearm (which I will use strictly for self-defense, in accordance with the laws of New 
York State: call the police, retreat to your bedroom, announce that you are armed, and 
then you may fire on Charles Manson Jr., should he persist in his assault and enter your 
bedroom). Now, at the time I signed that form, I could do so with utter conviction, since 
the question is posed in the present tense and I hadn't smoked anything besides 
cigarrettes for a couples of months, and I could state honestly I was not a user of any 
"narcotic substances" including marijuana. It's true, I don't have much of a problem with 
drug use as long as the users remain civil in their behavior; I've got a major hangup about 
lying ... too bad Charles Rangel, who has invented U.S. treaty obligations when placed 
on the spot on national TV, has no such qualms about the morality of deception! 


Now, two doors down from my house there's the Ithaca Red Cross shelter, where 
three years ago an employee was viciously slashed to death by some person who is still at 
large, and here in the "Murder Capital of Upstate New York" we had the truly grisly 
mass-murder/robbery/rape of the Harris family just before Xmas '90-so I have valid 
concerns regarding the security of my home; nevertheless, merely smoking that demon 
weed disqualifies me from buying a firearm to defend myself, my wife, and my tbree
year-old daughter. 


Finally, the Feds could simply seize my house (all $38,000 worth, clearly the 
product of a dissolute life spent in drug evangelism!) and let me spend a few years in 
court trying to get it back. My, it's wonderful living in afree country! I can do just 
about anything I want-as long as I watch my mouth. 


PPS: This missive is getting out of hand, but I can't resist taking on Dinesh 
D'Souza, who like so many other canon-worshipers seems to have no acquaintance with 


the heritage he claims to adore. One sad aspect of this canon-craze is that the best 
conservative critique of academia I've ever read was written a decade ago, and failed 
completely at the test we knowing moderns apply to prove whether a contemporary work 
might be truly classic, and thus worthy of foisting on simple undergrads-Le., did it make 


its author rich? 
I'm referring to Russell Kirk's Decadence and Renewal in the Higher 


Learning-published in 1978, it offers an analysis of the problem in the great Anglo-Scot 
tradition which takes facts seriously, rather than offering a tome in the Continental 
philosophical style, a "history of ideas" in which the Great Thoughts engage in battle to 
End History As We Know It. (Of course, without Synthesis or at least Recapitulation the 
Book Trade As We Know It would also cease to exist, an alarming consideration.) 
Particularly, Kirk criticizes institutional giantism, which he stigmatizes as "Behemoth 
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State U."-none of the current crop of "reformers" dares to do this, since dominating the 
giant universities is precisely their goal. 


I'm astonished at the level to which some of these "reformers" sink-D'Souza 
rabidly sics Marxist economic reductionism on his enemies ("To illuminate this 
underlying ideology, one simply has to ask who most benefits from, and thus gravitates 
toward, the new scholarship")! How can a crop of Avid Publishers like D'Souza and 
Bloom bring themselves to criticize the senseless quota system which rules academia? 
D'Souza: " ... by reducing truth to bias, and knowledge to ideology, some believe they 
can win greater rewards than they might have by struggling to meet traditional academic
review criteria, such as the publishing requirements for hiring and tenure." Traditional, 
my ass!- he's talking reverentially about a post-WWII mass-university quota system 
which would be smilingly approved by the most doctrinaire Soviet manager! Naturally, 
D'Souza overlooks the obvious truth, which is that the deconstructors and their ilk are 
true champions when it comes to publication, and that it is precisely their techniques 
which have helped them triumph in this arena by giving them more interpretation per 
text! "I started using Psyllium in my analyses, and it doubled the bulk of my output!" 
(When I was a student at Cornell, I was told that the Economics department assigned 
different point values for papers depending on the journal of publication, and summed 
them up for a Figure of Merit to help make tenure decisions-how exquisitely rational, 
like a body count... we Teaching Assistants were judged according to the averages 
received on TWO "1-5" ratings in a course evaluation with 30 such ratings! Less than 
3.0, and you're OUT! As you might intuit, I did not excel in this regime of "scientific 


instruction. ") 


In the pits of his analysis, D'Souza resorts to listing papers with silly names 
(D'Souza apparently learned at Dartmouth that books are best judged by the title page). 
He mentions not once that perhaps institutional forces have something to do with the 
proliferation of unread (and often unreadable) academic papers, published solely in 


pursuit of tenured security-the alternative to which is the life of a mendicant beggar, 
travelling from institution to institution until you are kicked out rather than moved up. 


And, speaking of tradition, how about reinstating requirements in the physical 


sciences? Oddly enough, the "reformers" of D'Souza's wing seem to be obsessed with 
literary criticism (I suppose since they write so little literature, they would like to 
interpret it-the Ivy Man's Burden). They pursue this interest at the expense oflearning 
How the World Works, a problematic, complex, awe-inspiring topic which has 
everything to do with why the modem academy is so fractured-there are nowadays 
numerous sciences, some of them even having predictive power and technological 
puissance, which can require a lifetime of dedication and profound concentration to 
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master. "Fie, Physics, what's a boson to a boatswain? Give me a poem about the Sea!" 
The unavoidable problem of such "scientific" literary critics today is that they must 
compete for money and students not only with plausible, politically useful equation
mongers like the economists and political scientists, but with B-Schoolers who make real 
money, engineers who make real things, and scientists who make real knowledge-and an 
acquaintance with Plato is not going to engender confidence in mandating that 
undergrads pursue their studies under the tutelage of these profoundly ignorant 
Guarantors of the Western Heritage, the Objective Literary Critics. After all, Plato 
firmly held that mathematical knowledge is the ONLY reliable knowledge; D'Souza 
would do well to check out that "line" of knowledge in Republic: he seems to be one of 
the desperate "cave-ins" Plato describes as becoming frantic at being tom from the 
comforting Play of Shadows on the wall ... 


Many of the philosophical greats advanced scientific knowledge; some modem 
scientists have enriched our philosophical heritage; can we name a literary critic who has 
enriched science? I can think only of Hugh Kenner and Umberto Eco as (marginal) 
participants in the scientific enterprise, precisely the kind of (ugh!) semioticians D'Souza 
despises. (Kenner's The Counterfeiters is worth its weight in fissionable material, 100 
pp. chock full of Swift Pope, chockablock with the infernal engines of Babbage and 
Turing, overlaid with a creme de Keaton, Buster, devoted to the ever-enthralling question, 
what do we mean when we speak of "humanity"? At least one meditation on computer 
evolution has been dedicated to Kenner ... Astonishingly, Eco gleefully brags about 
counterfeiting a successful novel in his Postscript to The Name of The Rose. and hews 
forthrightly to the incredible line that as a mere author he should not disturb our 
interpretations of his work by telling us what it meant, but will simply describe the 
mechanics of his invention ... clearly he is not a "serious man" of the type D'Souza 
deems fit to judge the classics!) 


But credit must be given where due, D'Souza knows how to tell a joke with a 
straight face: "At the university they [some 13 million students] hope to shape 
themselves as whole human beings, both intellectually and morally. Brimming with 
idealism, they wish to prepare themselves for full and independent lives in the workplace, 
at home, and as citizens of a democratic society. In short, what they seek is a liberal 
education." Well, I was and am a philosopher, and I wish that were the case so that I 
could make a living teaching philosophy; but it's perfectly obvious that what those kids 
are seeking is a union card, a credential, a ticket to a middle-class life, not enlightenment. 
And that's possibly the major reason that the academy is dominated by ideologues of 
various stripes: there's no monetary reward, there's no job security, and there's no 
respect, so they're doing it almost wholly for the sake of the intellectual rewards. 
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After all, that's why [work at Cornell ... 


PPPS: NEWS from the front! Ahhhh, to be middle-aged and the Governor of 
California-surely it was "practically legal" for Ronald and Nancy Reagan to suck a joint 
with the Bloomingdales? I'm reminded that Reagan resurrected the Drug War in the pits 
of the Iran-Contra crisis, in a desparate (but successful!) move to distract attention from 
his dealings with the Ayatollah's henchmen. I recall that, according to Reagan's speech, 
the American Revolution, the Civil War, WWI, WWII-all, all were fought to rid America 
of Oppression, and surely Drug Abuse is a Form of Oppression, and to honor those brave 
Americans who died for our freedom, we must make drug use a Moral Issue-"Americans 
must become intolerant of drug abuse." 


(Now, I was smoking pot while we were watching the President's speech over at a 
friend's house-now surely I have got this wrong, have I not read that pot destroys long
term memory? Now surely he said, "Nancy and I can't understand what the fuss is 
about!" Perhaps five years of the renewed drug war have left me disoriented-wasn't this 
to be one of those lightning victories? Oh, perhaps I had better stick with something less 
intellectually demanding than politics, where's my copy of The Motorola MC68000 
Assembly Language Guide? 


Seriously, this Ml-twisted memory of mine has got me a little nervous-last year I 
was trying to dig up some local history on how our local hospital came to be located on 
the wrong side of the lake, and I'd swear the Ithaca Journal's front page news of 1972 had 
Richard Nixon declaring a crackdown on drugs, and making bold initiatives which would 
make America energy-independent by the the year 1980. Oh, that stuff does rot the 
brain! My Memory Hole seems to be plugged! Everybody knows that drugs were 
practically legal then, and that America has always been energy-independent! 
But-maybe-there's hope-could a lobotomy help correct my condition?) 


Perhaps Bill Bennett will be allowed to achieve his high moral goal of executing 
drug pushers by personally bringing the ax down upon Mr. Bloomingdale's head? 
Perhaps Ronnie himself will heft the ax-I do seem to recall him also wishing aloud the 
execution of drug dealers? (And Bloomie belongs in this category, mere transfer of the 


prohibited substance qualifies as dealing under the law!) Perhaps not! But maybe Bill 
or Ronnie can satisfy their "philosophical" impulses on some inner-city black ... that's the 
kind of appropriate law enforcement Americans have come to expect. 


The fascinating backdrop for the persistence of the anti-marijuana component of the 
Drug War is that science last year finally got a handle on the action of THC: the 
receptors for cannabinoids in the brain have been mapped. Intriguingly, the receptors are 
densely clustered in the forebrain, and the receptors are possessed by "lower species" all 
the way down to the fruit fly! Of course, there's been no media splash about this major 
discovery, which occurred after a major drug manufacturer abandoned its attempts to 
produce a "non-psychoactive" variant of THC to use as a pain-killer, and put its pre
potent radioactive-taggable synthetic THC analog in the public domain. (THC is 


10 







apparently the most effective painkiller known to medical science when introduced 
directly into the nerve stem, and since it is possibly the most benign of all known 
medicinally active agents, it would be the ideal painkiller-if only it did not get people 
high! This was published in Science and Omni-the Omni article had an amusing 
quotation from the researcher who sought the Grail of high-free THC, describing the test 
rats as being "obviously stoned out oftheir minds!") Why? Well, according to the 
researcher who mapped the receptors, the receptors cease activity after -3 hours of 
exposure to THC, and there is no damage to the receptor as a result of exposure to THe. 
Now, it's A-OK to show fraudulent TV commercials "comparing the brain wave of a 
marijuana user to a normal brain," in which the traces are not only forged but 
scientifically impossible-but information of this kind we can leave out of our 
$3,000,000,000+ propaganda campaign, since it might confuse people! 


(My intuition informs me that the dis-associative effects of pot which users value 
are an important survival mechanism which damps the fight-or-flight reaction. The 
insight came while watching a documentary on the grizzly with my daughter; a woman 
who had been attacked by a grizzly described how as she lay on the ground being 
battered, "I suddenly had the feeling that I was looking down at myself, being swatted 
around by the bear ... and I knew that I had to remain utterly still, and not react. After I 
stopped moving, the bear stood up and moved away." Probably the body's native 
cannabinoid source is only activated under conditions of extreme stress. As the 
researchers stated, with all those receptors, there's got to be a source of cannabinoids 
somewhere. And then, clearly, the marijuana plant's production ofTHC is yet another 
example of co-evolution in action: its ability to produce this compound used by all 
animal species has favored its survival, especially today-when it is cultivated by pot
loving humans all over the world!) 


Hmmm, what a lot of text I generate-24244 characters forming 4015 words! It 
looks like it is badly in need of an editor to keep it within the bounds of taste... could 
you perhaps be interested in an article, say, "Don't Tum That Canon On Me!" hewing 
more strictly to the topic of Bloom, 0' Souza, et. aI's striking misperceptions? (As a key
bearing and wisdom-loving rock-n-roller, the original lead guitarist for the Angry 
Samoans, I've got several axes to grind with Bloom, including a '61 Les Paul and a Little 
Black Steinberger!) Or, perhaps, "Confessions of a Marijolic Systems Philosopher," 
inviting the Feds to persecute me by publicly defending my smoking habits? (I can 
deliver PostScript on a PC-formatted 3.5" disk; this is a NeXTCube I've got here, but I 
can manage the transfer without much difficulty ... ) 


I've got a telephone, a major university nearby, and access to a DataTrak down at 
the Tompkins County Public Library, and I'd love to do more research on the Drug Front. 
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Likewise, Bloom et at. would suffer awfully in an analysis focussing on how they badly 
serve the classics. A few quotations from Nietzsche are in order-clearly, Bloom is of the 


academic type Nietzsche loathed, and described as expressing intellectually the 
consequences of their bad digestion, iIl-humoredly poring over texts in stuffy (smoke
filled!) rooms. (The most mind-bending aspect of Bloom to me was his denial that TV 
has formed the youthful mis-attitudes he decries! Where has this guy been living-the 
University of Chicago? Oh, right-he has been, now hasn't he!) 


Let me know if you're interested ... 
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Harper's Magazine 
666 Broadway 
NY, NY 10012 


721 W. Court St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
Tue Jan 29 1991 


Dear Mr. Lapham and associates, 


As I read the Forum article "Who Owes What to Whom?-Drafting A 


Constitutional Bill of Duties," my heart curdled with dismay. There's an 


hallucinogenic quality, drug-free but no less dangerous on that account, to 


the argument that Americans are inadequately provided with duties. I am 


reminded of the anthropologist Marvin Harris' distinction between "ernie" 


and "etic" components of cultural belief systems: all cultures work with a 


set of ideal prescriptions for behavior, to which which we fervently pledge 


allegiance, while our routine violations of these precepts are kept below the 


level of conscious awareness. 
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We believe that we are the most wild and crazy of the free, while we 


frantically construct new prisons to house marijuana peddlers (but do not be 


confused, Tobacco may be addictive but it is not a drug! Let's boost this 


American export.'); that ours is the most peaceful of nations, while we fund 


the development and employment worldwide of the most destructive 


military systems ever devised; that our economic system is a model of 


laissez-faire, while our government protects wealthy investors from risk and 


subsidizes the devastation of our "National Forests;" that we live under a 


system of "laws, not men," even when Congress restores Oliver North's 


pension as a reward for breaking his oath to uphold and defend the 


Constitution; and that we cherish the family, while mothers are lured into the 


work force "to pursue meaningful careers," and their mewling babes are 


delivered into the tax-creditable custody of day-care "professionals." 


Ernest Fitzgerald wrote in The High Priests of Waste that "Americans are 


the most passive subject population in the history of civilization." Indeed, 


2 







tax rates in America average over 40 percent of individual gross income, 


going to support schools which socialize rather than educate, subsidize roads 


to environmental ruin and bridges to foreign dependency, enrich militant 


mismanagement in the domestic economy and finance fraud in our foreign 


relations; thus, most Americans dutifully spend over 800 hours a year 


slaving at the peak of their abilities to fund government lunacy. Moreover, 


every able-bodied male citizen of New York between the ages of 18 and 45 


is legally bound as a member of the State Militia to serve under military law 


if the Governor signs a document proclaiming a state of emergency. And 


shall I go on to list the innumerable petty regulations which we are liable to 


observe under pain of fines and/or imprisonment, providing every 


opportunity for the "authorities" to harass fundamentally decent people? Is 


there a single parent in America who is not, in the legalistic sense, guilty of 


child abuse? 
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I would assert that the broad masses of Americans have learned by 


example: the cultural, political, and economic elites of this country have 


been the first to abdicate their duties, to proclaim mobility as the highest 


virtue, and to deploy, as a kind of moral "golden parachute," the claim that to 


walk the fine edge of legality is precisely what is required to be "ethical." 


These are the people who will prescribe the cure for our ethical ills? 


Humbug! 


To better understand our future, I think we should meditate on 


Shakespeare's King Lear: when leaders seek to enjoy the perquisites of 


power, disdain the attendant responsibilities, reward flattery, and punish 


those who speak plain truth, they will reap a most uncivil discord as their 


reward. Over our Kingdom of the Lie George Bush and his government now 


extends its sway, and their noble protestations cover actions base. Would 


that he and his ilk could be made to suffer the account, rather than the rest of 


us. 
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Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric Saunders 


PS: I note with fascination that your cover portrays Ithaca's Great Fire of 


1840: representing no doubt the "good old days" of community spirit, when 


citizens pitched in to quell threats to public safety. It's worth noting that 


Ithaca still relies on unpaid volunteer firefighters to support a small corps of 


professionals; these volunteers share the exposure to the hazards of modem 


firefighting, such as exposure to toxic by-products, for no reward beyond the 


respect of their comrades. As you would expect, it's getting more difficult 


for the fire department to find volunteers, given the exigencies of individual 


economic survival and time stresses of modem life. 


Oddly, while there's no lack of government millions to build (and staff) a 


new "mental health" building and a new county jail, to expand the local 


highway system, and fund other projects beloved by our Mafia-ridden 


politicians, contractors, and unions, the professionalization of firefighting, an 


essential public service, is beyond our financial grasp. 
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So now here's the solution to this sticky problem: National Service! 


Let's draft those lazy kids and have 'em fight fires at a sub-minimum wage! 


Yeah-That's the ticket! A one-way ticket down the Road to Serfdom ... 
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721 W. Court St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
Thu Aug 08 1991 


The Ithaca Journal 
123 W. State St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 


Letter to the Editor of the Journal: 


In his letter (Sept. 6) Jim Crawford, publisher of the Herald Examiner, condemns 
boycotts aimed at his paper as a "guerilla tactic" that somehow contradicts his right to 
freedom of speech, claiming the boycotter's "ideological agenda" is "poisoning the 
political arena" with its "aggressive rejection of established cultural conventions." 


How exquisite an irony: Crawford supports the right of businesses not to hire or house 
people they suspect might engage in sexual practices of which they disapprove; but he 
demands that those who are the targets of the discriminatory practice continue to buy 
products from those who indirectly support the right to discriminate. This indicates to me 
that he doesn't believe in free markets or consumer sovereignty. The advocates of Local 
Law C who promote this boycott have barely avoided the same kind of contradiction, 
since the law did provide a loophole for situations where an individual proprietor's 
freedom of association would have been compromised. 


I myself would vote against Law C on the basis that freedom of association is an absolute 
right, and that you should be allowed to non-violently pursue some exclusivist, separatist 
destiny with your in-group (say, your family) if you so wish. I believe that corporations 
should be severely restricted in their freedom to discriminate, but would prefer that the 
reform be instituted more at the core of corporate law, rather than by tinkering around and 
adding yet another law onto the books in Tompkins County. 


But I feel both loathing and pity for those poor, crippled, self-proclaimed "Christians" 
who scan the Old Testament and selectively proclaim the prohibitions they don't violate, 
while ignoring other harsh rules regarding diet, "cleanliness," and behavior. Some of 
them seem to share a belief I recently came across in a professedly "Christian" pamphlet 
called "AIDS-Here's the answer!": "Since our civil laws wrongfully protect 
homosexuals, we can't put them to death." 


It seems Crawford doesn't quite appreciate that some people aggressively reject the right 
of homosexuals or other nonconformists to exist, and that asking the targets of such 
violently uncivil extremism to respond only with "civil" behavior is asking too much. 







Dear Senator Moynihan, 


Thanks very much for another of your (refreshingly) infrequent dispatches from the 
Senate. It's wonderful to the franking privilege used as an opportunity to share thoughts 
on the crucial issues of the day, and not as a cheap campaign propaganda medium. 


Alas, it seems as if the American body politic is addicted to war. Just at a moment 
when we should be able to turn toward the concerns of peace, industrial productivity, 
education, the concerns of domestic government, American troops are committed to the 
defense of Islamic absolutist monarchies (the oil-rich ones, at least) on the other side of 
the planet. 


What a convenient war this is! It's convenient for George Bush and the proponents of 
a U.S.-dominated global police state, who no longer need to field questions about the 
"Peace Dividend," and once again have a Great Satan to distract public attention from the 
collapse of the American polity. It's convenient for the Saudis, who finally manage to 
get U.S. troops deployed iIi their defense, which they can't manage themselves despite 
their wealth because their government cannot tolerate the political consequences 
(revolution, most likely) of fielding a modern mass army. It's convenient for Iraq, which 
has succeeded for once in an invasion, and has created the perception among the 
impoverished masses of the Arab world that it cares about their concerns. 


This "war" is too damn convenient by a long shot. Where was U.S. intelligence, 
which even without analyzing the clearly desperate state of the Iraqi government and its 
hostile intentions toward Kuwait, should have been able to detect the troop movements 
which must have preceded the war. Why was April Glaspie was telling Saddam 
Hussein's government that we took "no position" on the territorial dispute, when clearly 
we had a position, that is, that this dispute must not be resolved by force? (And, oh yes, 
disclosing that George Bush's government envies Saddam his freedom from a free and 
critical press ... ) 


Why was the Executive branch defending Iraq's Most Favored Nation trading status, 
years after Iraqi use of chemical weapons on the Kurds was confirmed, after Hussein 
announced that Iraq possessed binary chemical weapons, after the revelations about Iraq's 
attempts to import weapons ranging from a huge gun to triggers required for constructing 
nuclear weapons? 


What I am about to say sounds extreme: this war looks a hell of a lot like well-staged 
media event. It comes at the right time, in a theatre in which we've been conditioned to 
accept unilateral action by the Chief Executive (providing escorts for "Kuwaiti" tankers, 
shooting down airliners full of civilians, blowing up Iranian oil rigs, etc.). Saddam 







Hussein needed a war to restore his image after the failure of the Iran-Iraq war (which he 
also started, likewise for the prospect of material gain and enhanced security for his Iraqi 
state apparatus). 


It's funny to see, after this idea occurred to me, that it had also occurred to the high
ranking Saudi Arabian Wahhabite cleric Halawi. It's sad to say, but the thought that it's 
all a plot has consoled me immensely; with the bellicose rhetoric emanating from the 
White House, one would imagine that we are inelulctably driven to war for the cause of 
sacred principles, and the hard fact we are unprepared for this war, and furthermore, we 
cannot achieve any worthwhile strategic goal seems to be irrelevant. 


In Hans Jurgen Syberberg's monumental film Our Hitler, Syberberg discourses on 
what he describes as the most damaging effect of Hitler on Germans and German society: 
through his abuse of the rhetoric of idealism, he rendered Germans incapable of 
responding to it. Once the rhetoric is implicated with the most horrid, the most 
unimaginable crimes, it can no longer inspire hope and faith. 


Our politicians and other mass-marketers have degraded discourse in a similar 
manner. "Operation Just Cause." "The Peacekeeper" (MX). "The Strategic Defense 
Initiative" (sounds like a peace treaty to me-a more appropriate name would have been 
the "Near-space Global Domination Initiative"). "Strategic Weapons"--odd, that a flying 
bomb which has awesome tactical effect is proclaimed strategic in its own right; like a 
worship of raw power ... as if sheer quantity of power could guarantee the quality of 
strategy. 


Now we've got "The New World Order." 
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721 W. Court Street 
Ithaca, NY 14850 


The New York Times 
NY,NY 


re: Times article "Marijuana 


Letter to the Editor: 


I find it unsurprising that marijuana use is regarded as "un cool" among high school 
seniors. The trend toward alchohas been in evidence for well over ten years. Punks 
would give you a hard time in 1979 for smoking dope and wearing your hair long: pot 
was not radical enough. Real drugs fry the brain, and promote violence, not lassitude; 
long hair on men has undesirable peaceful connotations. 


We've learned from their precepts, and now the less-cultured among our collegiate crowd 
believe it's in to urinate openly on the streets of Ithaca. Skulls are broken in drunken 
fights. Did we not invade Panama to defend this great tradition, that men young and free 
might openly express their alcoholic excesses? Gung Ho! 


But eventually this wave of half-truths and unvarnished lies we call the War on Drugs 
will wash back into the Sea of Crises, to be succeeded by another era of frenzied 
experimentation when succeeding generations of youngsters fail at the "struggle for 
survival" which emblamatizes our kinder, gentler Depression. This won't conflict at all 
with the real aim of the Phony War, which is to gut the Bill of Rights and keep the 
citizens cowed, conformist, and willing to give their lives over to a frenzied yet vapid 
"productivity" characterized by the blind sacrifice of the ozone layer for the sake of 
cheaper hairspray, faster aircraft, and cooler automobile interiors. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin Eric Saunders 
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"0 Ye wretched of the Earth, get down! , verily thou hast nothing to lose but your lives, your fortunes, and a pound of flesh here and there ... " 
Bogosians 6:6:6, "The Song of the Stupid" 


Do YlJU tllirlk Rock'11-'Roll is illlierently stupd? 


And I believe it's our patriotic duty to keep it that way! It wasn't Ronnie who knocked that Wall down; it wasn't Gorbie; it was 


Elvis! The Pelvic Wave he initiated in 1956 crawled slowly but inexorably around the world, and when it reached that Wall it 


washed over that sucker like it wasn't even there! 


I've been makil/g waves since 1969. As the dlUmmer for The Rockin'Blewz , I pounded the time behind my elder brother Mental 


Mike's musical manifesto for a "New Wave" of 50's-style stupidity in rock. As a co-founder of the Angry Samoans, I wielded a 


jully-auUJmatic Gibson SG as we stunned audiences and club owners into realizing that perhaps, liberal or no, there is such a 


thing as socially unredeeming obscenity. Little did I know, at the time, that these events would be immoralized on LP, tape, and 


CD. Some honor ... I spent a whole year in the smog-drenched hell of the San Fernando Valley in 1978, and did I get laid? 


Did I get laid? NO! And that's the kind of stupidity I'm talking about: being so far ahead of/behind/off-to-the-side of the times 


that you can't make any sense out of our "culture"-so you decide to make some "non-sense" of your own. If secret budgets are 


a clUcial tool for spreading open government, if our two-party-monopoly form of "representative government" with one 


President/Emperor and 535 "representatives" for 240,000,000 "citizens" is "democratic," if a mostly-nationalized transportation 


system fueled by oil kept cheap with subsidies of American blood is our foremost emblem of "Free Market Capitalism," if all 


these are the tlUthS we hold to be self-evident to human reason, then I must be INSANE! And if I'm INSANE, I might as well 


have fun at it! 


"OK, OK, you're insane. I noticed. What about the MUSIC?" If you saw the local band Auld l'Anxiety before I was canned 


for insubordination, you'd know already. It's the same! It's different! I honestly don't know. I like most musical styles and 


genres, but mostly these days I tune in to WSKG. Classic Rock is a big OK, but re-cycling without re-interpretation is usually a 


wash -cycle as far as I'm concerned. Sometimes I write wimpy songs with sensitive lyrics; sometimes I write punkers filled with 


crass insults; sometimes I write parodies, sometimes I write political tirades; having written them, I want to play them; and I 


want to play covers too .. . Yes, I want to play in a band that will play it all! A band that could cover Steely Dan, Jethro Tull, the 


Raspberries, AND Black Sabbath! (And I'll extend the same courtesy to other people's material and tastes, I swear.) A band 


with NO COMMERCIAL POTENTIAL WHATSOEVER,just like Mr. Zappa's Mothers oflnvention or the Bonzo Dog Band. 


So call today! Together we can baffle the masses as we amuse ourselves. Do it now! 


The Right Bonzo Kevin Eric Saunders 607-273-6552 
A singer-songwriter-guitarist-bassist-drummer-comic-actor-and-prophetaster with hardly any pretensions at all! .. . 







Ten Things I Love About Susan 


copyright Kevin Eric Saunders a/k/a bonze blayk 1996 


There's the copper in the color of your hair ••• 
The simple joy in little things you share; 
The clothes you wear: 


Ten things I love about Susan 
Ten things I love about Susan 


Subtle patterns in the workings of your mind; 
Thoughtful presents that remind me that you're kind; 
Your bump and grind: 


Ten things I love about Susan 
Ten things I love about Susan 


It can be hard, 
to make a list of it •••• 


I'm just try in ' , 
to find a phrase that fits; 


I only hope you get 
the jist of it: 


I love Susan 


Amour disastre in the scent of your perfume; 
The funky shuffle in the workings of your loom; 
Our living room ••• 


Ten things I love about Susan 
Ten things I love about Susan 


I only hope that I am reaching near my goal: 
Dear listener, I do believe that Love is Rock and Roll: 
And mostly I just love her soul • 


Ten things I love about Susan • 
Ten things I love about Susan • 
Ten things I love about Susan • 
Ten things I love about Susan • 


-- bonze blayk 
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Where Will I Get Off Tonight? 
copyright © 1996 Kevin Eric Saunders aIkIa bonze blayk 


Where will I get off tonight? 
My destination's not in sight; 
You picked me up along the way .. . 
Where we're headed, I can't say .. . 


Although ... 
And so ... 


I know .. . 
I'll go .. . 


that I'll want you ... 
along with you ... 


Sweetheart, won't you take me down 
Highways through New England towns
Interstates goin' round and round 
Muddy tracks near sacred grounds ... 


Hurtlin' down this windin' road, 
The Red Lights flashin' OVERLOAD! 
If only I knew where we're goin' ... 
I wish you'd turn your headlights on ... 


Me ... 
And we ... 


to see .. . 
will be .. . 


your road ahead .. . 
together when .. . 


Take me down, Felicity, 
Trails that I might never see
High atop this cemetery ... 
We'll share this sweet philosophy ... 


Oh my Felicity ... 
You make it hard on me; 
You make it hard for you ... 
But I know we two 
Are gonna make it through ... 
So here's to truckin' with you 


forever .. . 
wherever .. . 


is broad and clear, 
the dawn is nearing! 


Through this long and starless night ... 


Someday we can build a home 
With wings, where we can be alone ... 
Joined together at the hearth, 
Balancing our separate parts 


We'll strive ... 
There is ... 


to lie ... 
no why ... 


in loving trust. .. 
there's just because ... 


Show me how wild heather grows, 
Exposing gardens lying low
Sensing meanings no one knows, 
And though it pricks, we'll grasp the Rose ... 


So won't you ... 


Roll me down, Felicity, 
Your high plains drenched in mystery
Barren waste and shrubbery, 


And you, 
I know, 


Can satisfy me ... 


Wherever you may go .. . 
Whatever you may find .. . 


I hope you'll always know .. . 


together ... 
we're in heather ... 


That true Felicity is just a state of mind ... 


So ... 


Now ... 







"Pondering" 


the reflection of the trees 


on the stillness of the pond 


ripples in my consciousness 


-bonze 


(Copyright 1995 Kevin Eric Saunders a/ k/ a bonze blayk All Rights Reserved) 







Auld I' Anxiety 
Sonic Images of the Artist as Aging Poseur 


Auld l'Anxiety: Who are they? Where did they come from? Where are they going to? Don't ask: a 


waste of time: as well to try to buttonhole God. to interview the dinosaur. to parse the spoken sentences of Ronald 


Reagan. Why?-because they don't know the answer themselves-they seek it! 


Yet they have manifested a sign: a tape. five songs. freighted with symbology beneath their own grasp. 


comprehensible perhaps only to such as Allan Bloom. who might penetrate the rude chords and vague phrases to 


discover the subterranean influence of Nietzsche. I am certain that they would categorically affirm such an 


accusation ... "The tragic artist is no pessimist: he is precisely the one who says Yes to everything questio1Ulble," and 


indeed, their artistry is a tragi-something-or-other. 


So WHY then this. yet another mediocre recording in the swelling raft of flotsam tossing upon the roiling 


sea of civilization? All I can say with certainty is that I'm happy about it. After all, I was paid to do these "Titanic" 


liner notes! In the cosmic scheme of things, surely there is even further justification-or at least an excuse or two. 


Perhaps ... premature ejaculations make them feel better; or. possibly ... they will save sous by promUlgating their 


ma-jest-ic melodies. Could it be ... that aural damage satiates their death-urge? ... or maybe, just maybe, the KGB 


is paying them grand sums of money to undermine American culture. Take your pick; any answer is as plausible as 


the artifact which sits before you. 


The Players 


Sincerely, Your most trustworthy pal and spirit guide, 


KeviniveK (fhe Multi-Channel Spirit Medium-TM) 


Chris: 
Dave: 
Kevin: 
Rand: 


Bass 
Vocals, Guitar 
Vocals, Guitar 
Drums 


The Songs (Arrangements by Auld l'AILxiety) 


End of The Universe Blues (Kevin) 
Vocals, Kevin; Lead, Kevin 
life is like a bad sports metaphor. 


3:07 (Intro : 12) 


Dave, Mad (Dave) 3:28 (Outro :08) 
Vocals, Dave; Lead, Kevin 
This one's about revolution- "Breaking up is hard to do." 


TWO (Kevin) 
Vocals, Kevin; Leading Lady. Tara 
"And inside each of us is a beast, incomprehensible ... ." 


O.D.E. * to Iran (Kevin) 
Vocals, Kevin; Lead, Dave 
*Oil Drilling Equipment. Rant: Alfred Rosenberg, 1937. 


King of Beasts (Kevin) 
Vocals, Kevin; Lead, Kevin 
"Coming soon to a MacDonald's near You!" 


Produced at Sub Terra Studios by Sub Rosa Recordes 
Engineer: Kevin: "This almost sounds OK if you avoid the headphones'" 
Ass!. Engineer: Chris 
Thanks to Risley Residential College of Cornell University 
All songs copyright Kevin Eric Saunders 1988 or Dave Besson 1988 


3:13 


5:54 


3:19 (lntro ) 







Volvo van der Veggen 


copyright 1989 Kevin Eric Saunders a/k/a bonze blayk 


I'm lookin' left, 
I'm lookin' right, 
Lookin' for a space-
Parkin' sure is tight! 


Lookin' for a space to park my car, 
I found one in Florida, that's just too far! 
Go around College one more time to see ... 
Did somebody move and leave a space for me? 
I'm gonna find a space if it takes the rest of my life! 


Turn up ahead-
Light's turnin' red. 
Pedestrians crossin': 
PILE UP THE DEAD! 


Lookin' for a space to park my car, 
I found one in Iowa, that's just too far! 
Go around College one more time to see ... 
Did somebody move and leave a space for me? 
I'm gonna find a space if it takes the rest of my life! 


"My friends, when crossing the intersection of College and Dryden, have you ever 
noticed a white wind whipping just past your butt? JUST SO CLOSE, SO CLOSE to 
eternity ... YOU and eternity, my friends, that's what I'm talking about!" 


"That was no ordinary Porsche--that was the fabled GHOST PORSCHE OF 
COLLEGETOWN--driven by a man, condemned to drive until eternity, seeking a space, 
seeking a home, LOST! CONDEMNED for his blasphemies against the Gods of Traffic 
Planning! LOOK UPON HIS FATE! Sinners ... REPENT!" 


Losin' my bearings, 
Looking for home ... 
You behold a man condemned, 
Till eternity I'm bound to roam! 


Lookin' for a space to park my car, 
I found one in Hell, man, that's just too far! 
Go around College one more time to see ... 
Did somebody move and leave a space for me? 
I'm gonna find a space if it takes the rest of my life! 


1 







Hall of Mirrors 
copyright 1989 Kevin Eric Saunders a/kIa bonze blayk 


(EmG AA Em G AA 


Images ... Shrapnel splintering within your mind .. . 
Packages ... Debits weighing on your credit line .. . 
Hostage, you ... Dangle sticky in a web of time .. . 
Check your watch as you move down the line: 


Remind yourself 
That you're ... on ... time ... 


(Em G AA Em G-DDb C AbA) 
But you're lost ... Hall of Mirrors 
(Em G AA Em G-DDb C ) 


(Intro riff -- E G AA# F etc. walking up to G) 


Delusions ... you've accepted as realities ... 
Deceptions ... Truth exchanged for banalities ... 
Reflections ... The state of your inner soul. .. 
A useless packet of redundant data: 


They synthesize 
Your Rock and Roll 


You're lost ... Hall of Mirrors 
You're lost. .. Hall of Mirrors 


Diffracted ... All the ways you can view the scene ... 


D Ab) 


Refracted ... Ghostly traces lead you through the dream (TV scan lines) 
Didacted ... Sublimazed by a deadly meme ... 
Crack head grilHn' in a Solar Pit ... 


You're doomed .. . 
You still ... take ... SHIT! 


Refrain 


Interlude 
(Chords based on: Am G? F G#) 


Guitar break 


Drum interlude Oungle call) 







(Intro riff repeats -- E G AA# F etc. walking up to G) 


Hypnotized ... Pink plastic's what you want to be ... 
Socialized ... Your mind a creature of soci-e-ty! 
Pauperized ... For the sake of such a common weal ... 
AnaesTVized so your vision is small: 


Six Feet Under 
But you still ... stand ... tall. .. 


Refrain 


Face to face ... With the truth when your courage Quayles 
A Master Race ... To rule the planet till the Xerox fails ... 
Pride of Place ... A sterile desert of mobility ... 
Our saving Grace, we just don't care: 


We shake our bones 
But the soul's ... not ... there ... 


We're 10st ... Hall of Mirrors 
We're lost ... Hall of Mirrors 


Interlude repeat 







Plaint 


Why me? 


Why us? 


Why now? 


Why thus? 


copyright 1990 Kevin Eric Saunders alk/a bonze blayk 
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"End of the Universe Blues" 


(copyright 1982 Kevin Eric Saunders) 


Workin' for a livin' 
Market's unforgivin' ... 


You go for your break-
You made your mistake! 
You're checked and it's true, 
Your sorrow's no fake! 


Rushin' to the factory 
Work's unsatisfactory ... 


You work for a hack-
Your wages got rolled back! 
Computer's so smart, 
Your future looks black! 


(Chorus) 
Come on, don't you worry; 
Take your time, don't you hurry; 
Slack up, step outta line, 
It's everyone's doom, so how can you worry? 


(Break, Solo over Verse & blank Chorus) 


Got no luck with wimmin' 
On TV, they're a" steamin' ... 


A" you've got's a horn
You waste it a" on porn! 
Is it any wonder ... 


You regret that you were born? 
Is it any wonder ... 


You regret that you were born? 


RIPOUT! 


(Break) 







1 
O.D.E. to Iran 


(copyright 1989 Kevin Eric Saunders) 


We're sendin' aid to our friends in Iran ... 
We'll do our best to lend 


A Christian helpin' hand ... 
We broke our oaths, but that's OK; 


It's all a part of the American Way! 


"Hurray! 


We'll send an ODE to Iran .. . 
We'll send an ODE to Iran ... n 


We're sending some drillin' rigs to Iran; 
We're piling the Prophets high 


In the Holy land; 
Our means are evil, but our cause is good: 


A common grave is a brotherhood! 


"Very Good! 


We'll send an ODE to Iran .. . 
We'll send an ODE to Iran ... " 


We'll save this land from our enemies abroad ... 
No need to apologize 


As we conspire ... murder ... and defraud! 
We got our orders from "The Top": 


Until we're victors, we won't stop! 


"Over The Top! 


We'll send an ODE to Iran .. . 
We'll send an ODE to Iran ... n 


The Ayatollah's misunderstood; 
He pitches in for a higher good! 


Better keep it from the common man, 
He's too stupid, yeah he won't understand, 


Duty, Honor, and Country it's true ... 
These are ideals that are good ... 


We're selling out the Constitution; 
Monarchy is our new soludon! 


We sold our souls to elect our man 
And now we gotta send the goods to Iran! 
They say we're sellin' to an enemy--
We'll sweep the Senate, and that's all we can see! 


"There's a lot of irresponsible talk, 
that's endangering the hostages." 


"I don't know anything about arms for hostages
I'm as much in the dark as you are . . ." 


"For You!" 







1 


"Actually, all you've really known about this 
is what I've told you. . . ." 


"Well, actually, it was all my idea in the first place!..." 


"The German nation is just now about to find its style of life for good, a 
style fundamentally different from what is called British liberalism ... 


It is the style of the marching column, regardless of where, and for what 
purpose, it is used . ... 


It is a mark of the German style of life that no German wants nowadays 
to feel himself a private person ... 


That is the secret explanation ... of why present-day Germany is 
uniformed and marching in columns." 


-Aijred Rosenberg, 1937 


We'll bake a cake, for our love fest with Iran ... 
We'll go a-wooing, with ... 


some Peace Hawks in our hand; 
"We'll send your 'TOW Trucks 'H.O.D.': 


'Hostages on Delivery!'" 


"That's for me! 


We'll send an ODE to Iran .. . 
We'}] send an ODE to Iran ... " 


We'll take this planet for our race; 
Failed cultures of the past 


The future will erase! 
None Dare Call It - "Genocide"! 


Here's the Word: God is On Our Side! 


"Let's Ride! 


0.0. E.: Oil Drilling Equipment. 


We'll send an ODE to Iran .. . 
We'll send an ODE to Iran .. . 


We'll drop an ODE on Iran! ... 
We'll drop an ODEon Iran!..." 







''I Need A Riff" 


(copyright 1989 Kevin Eric Saunders) 


Been waitin' for that certain song to come along ... 
Been far too long since that feeling has been strong; 
Lately things are awful slow, no waves on my radio
I want to know ... how far I have to go? .. 


To find a riff that makes a difference 
I may look wild but can't you hear me talkin' sense 
I want a riff that makes a difference, 
I ................... . 


Sift through my bag of tricks: hope to find that lick so slick. .. 
With luck I'll click, and satisfy my lust for kicks! 
Emptiness on MTV, you can see that nothin's free ... 
There's gotta be ... a sensibility ... 


I want a riff that makes a difference 
I'm gettin' pissed at all this posin' and pretense ... 
I need a riff that makes a difference 
I ................... . 


Break 


I need some overdrive ... to lift my life ... 
Above this tedium of anguish, friendlessness, and strife ... 
I've got to reinvent... this kid reality has bent: 
I am intent-THIS SOUL IS NOT FOR RENT! 


I'll make a riff that makes a difference! 
I'll make my music rise across the fence of common sense; 
I'll raise a riff to make a difference 
I ................... . 


Let's make a riff that makes a difference ... 
Let's make this music sound abroad in self-defense 
We'll find a riff that makes a difference ... 
Try ................... . 







RED HIGHWAYS 


copyright 1990 Kevin Eric Saunders a/kJa bonze blayk 


Proverbs 16:25-A road may seem straightforward to a man yet may end as the way to death. 


E-Ggggggggggggggggggggggg ... 


I saw the Devil comin' down my street 
The block was shakin' from the pound of his beat 


(Buh-Chunk, Buh-Chunk, Buh ChuggaChugga) 
He pulls over, yanks me inside 
Hey baby now you're in for a ride! 


He turned and told me that my soul had been saved 
and now my neighborhood was gonna be paved 


Red Highways 
Here's your future fixed for free 
Red Highways 
Hell will provide your energy! 


He says Man you are in for a treat 
Radiator steamin' man I swayed from the heat 
He punched the pedal and exclaimed 
Aint it swell 
Acceleratin' down my HIGHWAY TO HELL! 


Red Highways 
Here's your future fixed for free 
Red Highways 
Hell will provide your energy! 


The street was meltin from the heat of his wheels; 
It was a Hell of an Automobile! 
Smoke was pouring from the engine exhaust 
Blockin the sun so that the planet was lost 


A deer lay broken cross the top of the hood-he says: 
It's out of season, but it tastes pretty good! 


Satan pulled off to the side for some gas 
A black temple for his unmoly mass 
He flicked a twenty then he flicked out out a match 
It blows to hell as old Scratch lays a patch! 







Red Highways 
Temple to toxicity 
Red Highways 
Distilled animosity 


A black highway in the dead of the night 
We're running fast, cause we're running light 
Another shot and we're blazing past 
We'll exhaust this atmosphere fast 


And we'll be somewhere else! 


He hands me a contract and I'm readin the text 
I'll be on top-but then Satan is next! 
I beg ya Satan, please don't pester me! 
"No! I am the end of your History!" 


Red Highways Refrains: 


Subsidized Sterility 
1m-Mobile Imbecility 


Rasterized libidity 


Red highways-One big mobilized cock 
Red highways-We found a way to squeeze oil from Iraq 
Red highways-What did you think when you put your soul in hock? 
Red highways-You're in for one Hell of a Future Shock! 


Our maculate Reality ... 
Hell may not be easy to see 


Red highways-suck you in for free 
Red highways-Temple to Irresponsibility 
Red highways-America under his thumb 
Red highways-I can see that our end has begun 







The Last Hobbit's Lament--and REVENGE! 
©copyright Kevin Eric Saunders 1989 


I feel no urge to make me wander far 
You wind up lost, not knowing where you are; 
I'd just as soon preserve my special case--


I guess I'll just cement myself in place 
I love my space. 


Chorus: 
Though it take a thousand ages 


I'll await our time's return 
Hearken to the words of sages 
All things do eternally recur 


That's the word! 


I guess it's true I don't amount to much 
My hole's not much more than a rabbit's hutch 


But still I'll cleave to my ancestral home 
Here Peace and Comfort reign 


Leave my world alone 


Chorus: 
Water flows beneath this surface 
Hard as steel and now unyielding 


Warming spring reveals my Purpose: 
The Naiads powers soon I shall be wielding--


Now Here's a Wizard knockin' at my door 
I guess there's no surprises anymore 


Good evening Wizard won't you please come in 
Hospitality's my only sin ... 


Though we drink from vats of sorrow 
Hoist with me, and toast tomorrow 
One deep quaff dispels all grieving 


Hope inspires, while mountain air we're breathing 


And now I don't know what I'm gonna do 
You say you want my hole for your HQ! 


Tomorrow morning then the clearing starts 
But when you cut these trees you cut my heart! 


Chorus: 
Don't think I'll disdain the battle 


I'll stand fast among ~home boys 
.+Ren we'll silence your fool prattle 
You'll not order us about like Toys! 


Curb your noise! 


The waters sing! 


Where to begin? 


Echoes ring ... 


Tear me apart! 







You say I ought to think of other's needs ... 
Why should I sacrifice to serve your greed? 
And though I don't think I admire this-JOKE! 


I'm sure impressed with how you blow that smoke 
Ring clear across the room ... 


Chorus: 
When my heart is roused with anger 


I'll stand short behind the foe--
To the hilt I'll plunge this dagger, 


Screaming down to Hell the fool will go! 
The last to know! 


I feel no need to reinvent myself 
I'm just as good as anybody else 


Shroud me in gloom! 


Why do you, Wizard, come and waste your words (on me) 
I ain't no scholar but I've often heard 


That Life is somethin' like a Rodeo 
They ring a bell and then it's off you go 


except you're riding on a horse called Fate 
The move you make in haste, may be too late 


The move you make too fast, may be your last 
This die's been cast 


"AND IT'S A NATURAL TWENTY!" 


Chorus: 
I'll bestride this mount beneath me, 
We'll charge down the paths to glory 


Break the ranks that now surround me 
Strike the foe who now confounds me! 


WAIT AND SEE! 


BREAK 


And then in a crash of light 
My head resounding like a gong 
(Reeling through eternal night) 


This horse and I are swept swept along 
And reel into the World of Forms: 


Over there--the Ideal Chair; 
There, the Ideal Hat; 


And over there we see--the Ideal Welcome Mat! 
But then 


Abruptly wrenched from contemplation 
As appears--


The DemiUrge, the Guardian of these Norms! 
His left hands sweeps us to the right-


Which bears the Ideal Garbage Bag: 
A Vast and Formless Void of Night! 


These words: 


Don't hesitate! 







And then vertigo, as we're falling 
Clutching air as if we're crawling ... 


And sucked from me a scream of terror: 
The night ABOVE, 
Below A MIRROR! 


Rushing up to meet us plain as fact 
QED WE HAVE IMPACT! 


Now struggling in the water's grip 
Locked within an armored harness 


My lungs implode, yet still disdain to sip 
But even as my lungs are straining-


The River Lethe now is draining! 
Horsey staggers up the bank; 


Behold we now the faces blank 
Of Gods and Heroes long forgotten 
Flesh like Dust--Bones all rotten 


I spur the Horse to flee this dreadful place 
From durance freed--
THE GODS GIVE CHASE! 


And now we to the surface fly 
With Gods in tow 


And scours our eyes a shattered wood 
By the roadside sit 


The Fates, 
still spinning 


They nod and wink at us, 
all grinning ... 


But worse-the Earth is filled with cries 
As humble creatures now arise 


Clean-boned in death 
Their chitters mass to raise a howl of might! 


THE WRONGS LONG PAST THEY SHALL REQUITE! 


We gallop down the ways 
That they call high--


In this low place 
That they call "civilized" 


Our way is barred by robot cops 
With flashing lights set on their tops 


But Zeus, immortal once again 
Blasts with his bolts these metal men 
Hercules bursts through the rubble; 


But yet we see no end to trouble! 


A line of saints fills in a pass 
With shining eyes above their masks 
Beseeching, trusting, working good, 


They promise healing, brotherhood--


"Warning Will Robinson, 
Warning!" 







A screeching din sounds at my back 
The saints, alarmed, now stumble back 


And fast are buried in the throng 
A tide of victims of their wrongs 


Eyeless, cancered, wires protruding 
Through human brains they now are rooting-


Closing in on the Heart of the Darkness 


We surge across an adamantine plain 
Bereft of sound and motion 


But one dark figure stark and grim 
Spearing the horizon 


Upraised its hungry mouth sucks in 
The Whirl Wind 


"Let us help you in your 
madness, 


Pave the way to future 
gladness ... " 


Which from the 4 corners of the World does gather 
The hapless throngs, along 


With food and fuel and building matter 
Looking down we see the thing emit 


Cars, houses, shaven wood--
Ali manner of material good 


EMBEDDED IN ENORMOUS LOADS OF SHIT! 


Now Death Rays lance the sky across 
I qUiver thinking all is lost; 
No sooner do I start to weep 


Than Horsey takes a flying leap! 
As wings extend, his legs retract 


Acceleration throws me back 
Towards the Monster we go screaming 
I close my eyes and pray I'm dreaming! 


You say I'm full of horsey hockey, 
Yet I have been--A ROCKET JOCKEY! 


We ride the maelstrom through the mouth 
I wonder tensely where we'll out 


But past the mouth the storm goes down, 
Horsey spins his tail around 
Decelerating toward a ledge 


Skidding wild just past the edge ... 


deactivation verse goes here ... 


Verse 


I offered Peace and you returned a Sword 
I can't accept excuses anymore 


It's not too late to rectify your case 
First--strip those armored blinders from your face 


Inhuman race ... 







Reflections on a Itpu 


Here am I, 
stuck in input mode. 


When thinketh I, 
upon editors of text, 
sometimes I hotly wish, 
this VAX5 was a NeXT. 


/tpu? What to do? 
How can I leave this mode? 


? 
[End of file] 
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                                             October 31, 1997
                                             1668 Trumansburg Rd.
                                             Ithaca, NY  14850-9213


Susan Heagney
Rochester Psychiatric Center
Regional Forensic Unit
1111 Elmwood Ave.
Rochester, NY  14620-3005


Dear Ms. Heagney,


   Here is the promised family photo, along with the photo mentioned in Amari Meader's notes.  Please note that here again 
there is (yet another) absurdly egregious misquotation in these notes:  "This is 'my truest self'" is hardly a correct rendering 
of "This is the *real* me!".  Here I'm being shoehorned into the BPD/MPD "confused self-image" category, even as I'm 
trying to make it plain that I'm perfectly clear and stable in my gender identity, the natural expression of which I have to 
manage carefully in order to be "socially acceptable" and avoid, e.g., murder at the hands of misdirected "fag-bashers".  


   And to repeat a point which challenges a widely held and deep-seated sexist  bias, I'm not wearing "womens' clothes" in  
this photo, I'm wearing MY clothes.


   Thanks again for your efforts to make some sense of all this stuff,


                                             Sincerely,


                                             Kevin Eric Saunders a/k/a bonze blayk


PS:  As for the "high heels" worn by the aging "shit-kicker" I drew for Dr. Povinelli, if and when you encounter a person of 
this sort, you'd be better off not referring to his cowboy boots as "high heels".  Once again, ideology overrides perception,  
and the frame overwhelms the picture:  as one of the MedScape articles I recently read on the neurological bases of  
cognition put it in the title, "Believing is Seeing"... unfinished willow trees are all dead, and unfinished homes in the 
Bauhaus style are simply bizarre (many many leaves on the tree, and the swimming pool adjoining the house, are missing 
along with other details because I wasn't allowed to complete the drawings to my own satisfaction--reminiscent of my 
"confession", where I allowed the trooper to cut short my attempts to fix his botched rendition of my statements because 
"we're in a hurry").  Fooey....  you should note that Povinelli finds my renderings of the Bender-Gestalt figures "extremely 
well reproduced," yet another indicator of left temporal lobe epilepsy and comcomitant obsessive attention to detail.


PPS:  Here also is a Xerox with my property and some photos of my house on the back.  Being physically isolated from the 
neighbors is very nice, but not when you can barely walk (as was the case for me during most of January), and especially  
not when you're having an acute attack of paranoia and you've been deprived of the means of self-defense (as was the case  
for me on 2/6/97), when recent experience has established that it takes over 20 minutes for the sheriffs to respond to an  
"emergency" (12/29/96).











[This is not the exact copy included with the letter... but it was much the same:  you get the idea! - 8/8/11 – bonze blayk]


Home Features 
~ 


~~~~ ~~ - -


-=-~--


UNIQUE HOME WITH DIVERSE POTENTIAL! 


1668 Trumansburg Road - Offered at $149,000. 


Privacy and seclusion on forty two acres, yet only ten minutes to 
downtown Ithaca are the beginning of this home's appeal! The home, 
added in 1980 to a 31'x150' barn, has over 3600 finished square 
feet. COMMERICIAL FRONTAGE o~ Trt,~ansburg Road and frontage on Van 
Dorn Corners Road add challenges for the imagination as to all the 
possibilities. Four great outbuildings and two ponds complete the 
picture! 


THE HOME 


FIRST FLOOR A spacious 30'x30' combination kitchen, dining room, 
and living room overlooks the first pond. Naturally finished red 
oak flooring, together with a large and open kitchen, enhance the 
character. An office and a dark room adjoin the liv-
ing room. A full bath is adjacent to the kitchen. 


SECOND FLOOR Four bedrooms, two full baths, more red 
oak floors, and two 30'x30' studios highlight this area . 


OUTSIDE Two 30'x80' three story barns with electric 
and water, a four car garage, an office/ pumphouse, and 
a one acre pond enrich the land. 


JOHN A . MERCOVICH 
I i< \'n:-.ed Sa lesperson 


Corner~ Commun ity Ce nter 
It haca, NY 14850 


CONNIE LEWIS_.Better 
RI AI fS IATE ,INC , 1- Homes, 


I .... n d (; a m("n!'. 


I' " 


OFFICE: (607) 257 · 1322 
HOME: (607) 589-4750 


TOLL FREE: 1-800-447 ·9403 


• ~ 
I I 


HOME 
MARKETING 
SYSTEM 
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Epigrams to Thomas Harris' 
The Silence of the Lambs 


If in the manner of men I have fought with the beasts at Ephesus, what 
advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? 


-- 1 Corinthians 


Context: 


This is from Chapter 15, verse 32 of Paul's Epistle to the Corinthians in the New Testament. 


Comments: 


The fighting of the beasts refers on one level, to the public games in which early Christians were thrown to the 
lions to be devoured as a particularly gruesome form of torture. On another level, it must be noted that Ephesus 
was the site of a great temple to Artemis, a Greco-Roman goddess of the hunt. As pagan diety, she would be a 
symbol of the polytheism that early Christians necessarily feared and rejected. 


Need I look upon a death's head in a ring, that I have one in my face? 
--John Donne 


Context: 


This is from John Donne's Devotions Upon Emergent Occasions Section XVI Expostulation beginning "My 
God, my God, I do not expostulate with thee ... " 


Comments: 


Next: Chapters 1 to 1 0 


Home 



databeast

Sticky Note

The current version of this website, which offers many brilliant insights into Harris' text, is located at https://sites.google.com/site/lektalekton/.







Chapter 1: 


Thomas Harris' The Silence of the Lambs 
Annotations to Chapters 1 to 10 


• Page 2: Note the references in the text to metamorphosis. The narration, reflecting Clarice's 
obselVations, characterizes Crawford: "Now he was neat but drab, as though he were molting." 


• Page 4: Note the references to silence. After Dr. Hannibal Lecter is mentioned towards the end of the 
page by Crawford, the narration states: "A brief silence follows the name, always, in any civilized 
gathering. " 


• Page 6: At the end of the page Crawford calls Lecter "a monster"-- the definition of which I take 
from the Concise Oxford English Dictionary : 


Chapter 2: 


/monster/ n. 
1. an imaginary creature, usu. large and frightening, compounded of incongruous 
elements. 
2. an inhumanly cruel or wicked person. 
3. a misshapen animal or plant. 
4. a large hideous animal or thing (e.g. a building). 
5. ("attrib.") huge; extremely large of its kind. 


• Page 8: "the shine on [Chilton's] extended hand was lanolin from patting his hair ... " Note the lamb 
reference. 
From the Concise OED: 


Chapter 3: 


/lanolin! n. a fat found naturally on sheep's wool and used purified for cosmetics etc. 
G f. L lana wool + oleum oil 


• Page 16: Bertillion's descriptions-- "Dr. Lecter's eyes are maroon and they reflect the light in 
pinpoints of red. " 


• Page 18: "It's Florence. That's the Palazzo Vecchio and the Duomo. seen from the Belvedere ... " 
• Page 19: "Look at Duccio. then ... " 
• Page 20: phrenology ... 
• Page 20: "Crawford the Stoic is anxious?" 
• Page 21: "You've given up good and evil for behaviorism, Officer Starling. 
• Page 22: "Underwriters lump it all under 'Acts of God.'" 
• Page 22: "You'd like to quantify me, Officer Starling." The logical equation for quantifiation is: For 


all X if X=A then X=B. 
• Page 24: "I ate his liver with some fava beans and a big Amarone ... " 


Chapter 4: 


• Page 27: 
o "Benjamin Rene Raspail ... " See The Flaying of Marsyas for details. 
o "Clarice ... recognized the missing organs as the sweetbreads ... " 


Chapter 5: Bella and Jack Crawford 







Chapter 6: Clarice on Raspail's car 


Chapter 7: Miggs dead; Lecter send Crawford a Note 


• Page 42 John Donne's poem, "The Fever" 


Chapter 8: Clarice with Yow; Raspail's Car and Valentines 


• Page 44:"Mindless Brownian motion ... " 


Chapter 9: Clarice and Lecter 


• Page 57: "She felt his silence like a draft. .. " 
• Page 58: "Silence. Down the hall someone whistled 'Over the Sea to Skye.'" 
• Page 60: tableaux, eidetic ... 


Chapter 10: 


• Page 65: "a diver's ringing silence ... " 


Home 


Chapters 11 to 20 







Thomas Harris' The Silence of the Lambs 
Annotations to Chapters 11 to 20 


Chapter 11: In the Blue Canoe 


• Page 70: " .. .in the new silence, voices calling in the black sky above her--" 
• Page 71: "Two big city columnists had found a headline in e.e. cummings' deadly little poem "Buffalo 


Bill" how do you like your b1uelO'ed boy Mister Death", II 
• Page 73: "A more animated mug than Crawford's would have shown regret ... " The narration often 


betrays Crawford's sadness that he's introduced Clarice into a dark profession. This parallels the 
Christian concept that forbidden knowledge [in this case knowledge of evil] leads to a grave loss of 
the graceful state of innocence. The fall from the garden of eden is one such parable. 


• Page 74: "The Bimmel girl, she'd been reported missing in Belvedere, Ohio ... " Recall what Lecter 
was painting when Clarice met him. This is not a coincidence. Lecter knew that Clarice would not 
make a connection between "the Duomo seen from the Belvedere" and Belvedere, Ohio. Lecter gave 
Clarice all the information she needed to catch Buffalo Bill before she even asked for it. [Recall that 
the information that led Clarice to Bill was that he knew his first victim and would therefore be 
trackable from her hometown.] 


Chapter 12: The Floater 


• Page 80: "a sepia print of Saint Cecilia at the keyboard. .. " Saint Cecilia is the patron saint of music. 
• Page 81: "tapping his front teeth with a Good Shepherd fan ... " It's not uncommon for funeral homes 


in small towns to give away promotional paper fans with flowers or religious iconography on them 
over the name of the funeral home in the way some businesses distribute promotional pens or 
matchbooks. The Good Shepherd is Jesus Christ in his role as preacher to his "flock" of followers. 
Note the implication-- Christ is both the Lamb of God [agnus dei in Latin], and the Shepherd, How 
does this relate to the title of the novel and Clarice's role in the narrative? 


• Page 82: "Her mother, standing at the sink .. ," A tableau of Clarice's. See Wound Man for more 
details and discussion. 


Chapter 13: In the Car with Crawford and Clarice 
[discussing findings, Lecter and Crawford's sexist behavior] 


Chapter 14: The Smithsonian 


• Page 106: "Silence for one floor ... " 


Chapter 15: Catherine Martin Abducted 


Chapter 16: Crawford Finds out about Catherine 


Chapter 17: Clarice Finds out about Catherine, Watches Sen. Martin on T.V. 


• Page 120: " ... slant-rhymes in the works of Stevie Wonder and Emily Dickinson ... " Slant rhyme 
examples: drunkard/conquered, maze/coze, port/chan, justice/hostess. 


• Page 123: "Something to keep ... " Further explanation of one of Clarice's tableaux. 


Chapter 18: Crawford tells Clarice that "Bill" killed Klaus 







.. 


• Page 124: "in the silence of the bones ... " 


Chapter 19: Crawford tells Clarice more about Lecter 


Chapter 20: Jame Gumb, Precious, and Catherine 


• Page 136: "the little champagne colored poodle" See Titian's The Flaying g,fMarsyas 


Back: Chapters 1 to 10 


Next: Chapters 21 to 30 
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Thomas Harris' The Silence of the Lambs 
Annotations to Chapters 21 to 30 


a <cx< . 


Chapter 21: Clarice and Chilton 


Chapter 22: Clarice and Lecter; Sammie; Clarice's Dad's Murder 


• Page 142: "Teach us to care and not to care, teach us to be stilL." Clarice appropriates this line from 
T.S. Eliot's "Ash Wednesday." In the poem the line reads "Teach us to care and not to care, teach us 
to sit still." 


• Page 143: "Barney's massive index finger ... held his place. It was Jane Austin's Sense and 
Sensibility. " This amusing form of characterization is typical of Harris. What does Barney's choice of 
reading matter indicate about his personality? 


• Page 144: "beats of silence ... " 
• Page 145: "A second more. Thank you, I've got it now ... " Lecter is staring at Clarice so he can 


remember her well enough to draw her later. This and other evidence from Red Dragon suggests that 
Lecter has an eidetic. or especially visual, memory. Will Graham was an edetiker and so was William 
Blake, who routinely saw visions. Harris uses this idea in an extreme form. Many people, especially 
at a young age, have exceptional visual gifts but usually not on this high level. 


• Page 148: "Eldridge Cleaver gives us the parable of the 3-in-One oil, and we find that usefuL." 
Cleaver, author of Soul on Ice and Fire and Ice became famous in the 60's as a member of the Black 
Panthers. a militant black rights group. An ex-con and ex-crack addict, he's now a convert to 
Christianity and lives and preaches in California. 


• Page 149: " .. .look at Titian's F/wing ofMar~as ... " 
• Page 150: " ... she recited the end of 'Thanatopsis' to him ... " A poem about death by William Cullen 


Bryant. 


Chapter 23: Catherine in the Pit 


Chapter 24: Clarice Touches base with Crawford and her Tableaux 


Chapter 25: Clarice and Lecter-- the Fake Offer, more Quid Pro Quo 


• Page 160: "He held up a finger for silence ... " 
• Page 162: "Silence can mock ... " 


Chapter 26: Lecter Thinking about Klaus, Jame and Killing Raspail 


• Page 172: "than Milton's were by physics" John Milton, author of Paradise Lost and Paradise 
Regained. 


• Page 172: "the fat flautist.." Another Marsyas reference. 


Chapter 27: Lecter gets Pen from Crawford who relays Sen. Martin's Real 
Offer 


• Page 176: "Years of silence ... " .... . 
• Page 177: "You'll duck it on M'Naghten ... " M'Naghten IS the case WhIch establIshed the Insamty 


defence. 


Chapter 28: Crawford at Johns Hopkins 







• 


Chapter 29: Barney Prepares Lecter for Tennessee 


Chapter 30: Clarice's anger at Chilton's Scheme-- her Tableaux. 


Back; Chapters 11 to 20 


Next: Chapters 31 to 40 


Home 







Thomas Harris' The Silence of the Lambs 
Annotations to Chapters 31 to 40 


Chapter 31: Crawford and Clarice Regroup 


• Page 192: "Crawford, ever wary of desire ... " Is Crawford a Stoic after all? Does he exhibit some 
Stoical qualities? Is Lecter the real Stoic? --


Chapter 32: Lecter Meets Sen. Ruth Martin 


• Page 199: "Her navy suit breathed power ... " Think about the importance of costumes, suits of all 
~ds in the narrative. Clarice is always aware of clothing as a sign of power or disempowerment. 
ThInk about what she wears as she works on the floater, the whole scheme of Jame Gumb, the details 
Clarice recognizes about the various victims and their clothing. Lecter is quite aware of this, too the 
way he taunts Clarice and Sen. Martin about their clothes. 


• Page 200: "He thought about something else-- 'The Raft of the Medusa' ... " 
• Page 202: " Glenn Gould-- the Goldberg Variations ... " A set of 30 varaitions on a theme. a 


sarabande. by J.S. Bach. Lecter chooses Gould specifically because Gould was famous for his deft 
articultion of the many lines of Bach's counterpoint. Gould recorded The Goldberg Variations twice. 
This was the Canadian pianist's signature piece. 


Chapter 33: Jame Gumb and his Moths 


• Page 203: " ... sounds from behind the doors peaked and trailed off into silence ... " 


Chapter 34: Clarice and Sen. Martin in Catherine's apt. 


• Page 208: " ... that is often misread as shallowness and indifference ... " Reading is such an important 
theme in this book, people reading each other, misread symptoms and characters. Lecter even means 
reader! [Legere, lect- in Latin means "to read"] How are Crawford and Lecter trying to teach Clarice to 
read? Consider this broad theme. How does Clarice "read" Catherine Martin in this chapter? How 
does Sen Ruth Martin read Clarice? 


• Page 220: "Kimberly ... " Clarice creates a new tableau. 
• Page 220: "She wanted to look in Dr. Lecter's face ... " Clarice wants to read the Reader, Lecter! 


Chapter 35: Clarice and Lecter Together for the Last Time in Tennessee 


• Page 224: "Dumas tells us that the addition of a crow ... " Alexandre Dumas, father. Dumas authored 
and obscure cook book as well as scores of novels. Recall Clarice's tableau with the crow in it. 


• Page 226: "did you make that costume?" Another reference by Lecter to clothing. He's recalling 
Billy's preoccupation, no doubt. . . . 


• Page 226: "spouting Marcus Aurelius ... " Emperor of Rome, persecutor of ChristIans, StOIC 
philosopher, author of Meditations . 


• Page 227: " ... your generation can't read ... " Yet another key reference to reading. 


Chapter 36: Lecter Kills Guards; Enjoys Glenn Gould 


• Page 234: The Goldberg Variations See note for Ch 32, page 202. 


Chapter 37: Sgt. Tate figures out that Lecter's Out 







Chapter 38: Lecter Demasks in Ambulance 


Chapter 39: Clarice at Crawford's House 


Chapter 40: Pilcher and Roden and the Death's Head Moth 


. ( . ..... . ..... «.4 .............................................................. ", .................. : .. 


Back: Chapters 21 to 30 


Next: Chapters 41 to 50 
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Thomas Harris' The Silence of the Lambs 
Annotations to Chapters 41 to 50 


Chapter 41: Catherine Tries to get Precious 


• Page 264: "Sewing. Sewing was so wrong down here ... " Catherine's tableau. 


Chapter 42: Bilirubin 


Chapter 43: Lecter in St. Louis 


Chapter 44: Clarice is Behind at the Academy 


• Page 277: "He thinks that signifying son-of-a-bitch Krendler ... " Ardelia Mapp is African American, 
though the narration doesn't describe her specifically as such. This passage about Krendler's 
signifying points out Ardelia's intelligence and background in a very subtle way and also suggests that 
Krendler might be African American, too. "Signifying" in this case is in the sense of "the ability to talk 
with great innuendo, to carp, cajole, needle, and lie; the propensity to talk around a subject; making 
fun of a person or situation; and speaking with the hands and eyes." 


• Page 278: "Hot Bobby's python briefs ... " 


Chapter 45: Bella dies 


• Page 280: 
o "Beguine the Beguine ... " A song by Cole Porter. 
o "He was waiting for her body to become a ceremonial object apart from him ... " Think of the 


way that the killers treat their victims-- as ceremonial objects. Nearly every character in this 
book is demonstrated to have abilities that would be terrible, chilling even, under different 
circumstances. 


Chapter 46: Jame Watches his Mother 


Chapter 47: Clarice Wakes from Nightmare; Find's Lecter's Note 


• Page 289 "Silence and no lambs screaming ... " 
• Page 298: "Her mother with an armload of sheets ... " Clarice's tableau. 


Chapter 48: Clarice Crawford at the Funeral home; Asks him to Send her to 
Belvedere 


Chapter 49: Time for Jame's Harvest but Catherine has Precious 


• Page 303: " Colt Python ... " The Python is a major, and subtle symbol in the novel. Apollo slew the 
Python at Delphi, and took over the shrine-- the Python being symbolic by association with Dionysus. 
Recall that Lecter places himself in Apollo's position when he likens Benjamin Raspail to Marsyas by 
an equally complicated series of associations. This time, Lecter will turn in Jame Gumb whose power 
over his victims is his python handgun, by proxy-- Clarice being his devotee-- the way Apollo slew 
the python. Lecter again and again is associated with Apollo. Apollo was, in one of his incarnations, a 
sun god. "Clarice" means "light." Apollo was both healer and bringer of plagues. The associations 







abound. 


Chapter 50: Clarice in Ohio 


• Page 306 "Orvieto of Pigeon coops ... " Here the architectural [cultural] reference, a vaguely snide 
commentary on the Bimmel's class status, is embedded in the narration, and does not come out of 
Lecter's mouth. What are the possible reasons for this and why is it important? Examine the previous 
hot link for clues. Note the drawing of Signorelli on the Orvieto Duomo's walls-- VERY Lecter-like, 
especially in contrast to Fra'Angelico. Also note what the above hotlink site says about the panels 
surrounding the main doors in relation to the theme of reading in the novel. 


• Page 307 
o "She felt a pure new silence in the center of her mind ... " 
o "Teach us to care and not to care ... " Again, from T.S. Eliot's poem "Ash Wednesday" 


Back: Chapters 31 to 40 


Next; Chapters 51 to 61 
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Thomas Harris' The Silence of the Lambs 
Annotations to Chapters 51 to 61 


.. 
Chapter 51: Johns Hopkins Comes Through 


Chapter 52: Clarice Searches' Frederica Bimmel's Room 


• Page 320: 
o "They're darts ... " 
o "Problem solving is hunting; it is savage pleasure and we are born to it ... " 


Chapter 53: Clarice Tells Quantico about the Girl Suit 


• Page 325: "She found courage in the memory of her mother as well as her father. She's earned and 
kept Crawford's confidence. These were things to keep in her own White Owl cigar box ... " 


Chapter 54: Clarice Interviews Stacy about Frederica 


Chapter 55: FBI Sets Up to Raid Gumb's Old Addresses in Illinois 


Chapter 56: Clarice Kills Gumb 


• Page 340: "The long barreled Python ... " 
• Page 347: "He cocked the Python ... " 
• Page 349: "She had to step around te body to retrieve the Python ... " 


Chapter 57: Ardelia Catches up with Clarice; Crawford Kisses Her On the 
Forehead 


• Page 352 "Manners ... and humor ... " 


Chapter 58: Clarice Back at Quantico 


• Page 354: "chambers holding Gumb's tableau ... " 


Chapter 59: Crawford Tells Clarice About Gumb and Lecter's Relationship 


• Page 357: "The words crazy and evil do not appear in either article ... " 
• Page 360: "creating amusing tableaux in remote rooms ... " 


Chapter 60: Clarice's Date with Pilcher 


Chapter 61: Lecter Out; Letter to Clarice 


• Page 364: "Bach. Two- and Three-Part Inventions. Glenn Gould at the Piano ... " 
• Page 366: 


o "excellent Batard- Montrachet.. " 
o "the dungeon scales at Threave .. " 
o "Orion is above ... " 







• 


• Page 367: "Some of our stars are the same. Clarice." 


Back: Chapters 41 to 50 
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The Hannibal Lecter Homepage 


The world's only webpage dedicated to the one, the only: 


Dr. Hannibal Lecter 


• About Hannibal Lecter 


• Hannibal Lecter FAQ 
• Psychoanaylsis of Lecter 
• Forensic Psychology Profile of Lecter 
• Lecter's Letters 
• Lecter and Italy 
• The Death's Head Moth 
• Got Liver??? 
• Movies & TV Shows with Lecter References 
• Lecter Links 


• Lecter Pictures and Sounds 
• The Lecter Purity Test! 
• The Mars Face Identified 
• Lecter's Serial Killer Geek Code 
• Sign the Guestbook! 
• A Final Word 


Since death is part of the natural cycle of life, this page is constantly under destruction. 


January 24, 1997: A date which shall live in infamy: The day when The Hannibal Lecter Homepage became 
the most visited page in my city, beating out The May Family Christian Homeschooling Page, the previous 


champion. 







About Hannibal Lecter 


Hannibal Lecter is the creation of Thomas Harris. Lecter has appeared in two of Harris's works, Red Dragon 
and The Silence of the Lambs, both of which were made into movies .. Hannibal the Cannibal was originally 
portrayed by. In 1991 the good doctor was played by Anthony Hopkins in The Silence of the Lambs, a 
performance which earned him the Academy A ward for Best Actor. Hopkins later went on to playa less in 
telligent psychopath in the 1996 film Nixon. 


Lecter originally was an emergency room physician, later moving to psychiatry. Prior to being apprehended, 
Lecter killed and ate nine people in all. Two other victims survived, going on to a respirator and a mental 
hospital. Lecter was captured due to the efforts of Will Graham. In retribution, Lecter influenced the Tooth 
Fairy/Red Dragon to stalk and attack Graham. 


Lecter seemed to be much fonder of Graham's successor, Clarice Starling. When Starling initially interviewed 
Lecter at the Chesapeake Hospital for the Criminially Insane, she was "assaulted" by a patient, William Miggs. 
Lecter was deeply offended by Miggs' primitive behavior, and the following day Miggs commited suicide 
presumably at Lecter's suggestion. 


Lecter defies traditional psychological classification, possessing certain sociopathic traits. Lecter possessed the 
famous childhood characteristic of serial killers, sadism to animals in early childhood. When corresponding 
pseudonymically, Lecter has been known to use the signature "666": the sign of the beast. A gourmet chef, 
albeit one with exotic tastes, Lecter has used The Joy of Cooking as the key for book based codes. Following 
his capture, Lecter was given sodium amy tal in an attempt force him to divulge the location of one of his 
victim's bodies. He gave them a receipe for dip. 


A brilliant psychiatrist, Lecter was twice appealed to for advice by the FBI's Behavioral Science Department. 
During the Buffalo Bill case, Lecter arranged to be moved to Memphis to consult with Senator Martin. 
Following this consultation, Lecter escaped by killing a guard and using the guard's uniform and inverted 
facial skin as a disguise. Feigning unconsiousness and seizure, Lecter was rushed out by paramedics who took 
him for the dead guard. The ambulance was later found at an airport, both attendants dead. A tourist was then 
attacked and killed, and the tourist's clothes, money, and identification were missing. This brings Lecter's total 
murders to 15. If you include the six girls killed by B uffallo Bill which Lecter could have prevented, 21 deaths 
total. 


Shortly following his escape, Lecter briefly contacted Starling by phone informing her that she need not worry 
that he would pay her a visit. The call was not able to be retro-traced, and no information as to the whereabouts 
of Lecter has yet presented itself. Lecter is currently at large and holds his position on the FBI's most wanted 
list. 


Psychoanalysis of Hannibal Lecter 







held the ~age of the objective, scientific doctor, who was completely detached from his patients. This view is 
stereotypically the one held by Promethian temperment theorists. More recently, psychiatry underwent a 
p~digm shift, which posed that the therapist's own humanity was essential to the comprehension of the 
pa~ent. In Lecter, we s~e a marvelous union of these to antithecal and seeming contradictory views. While he 
IS mdeed cold, calculatmg, and detached, Lecter uses his incredible self-awareness as a tool for prying into 
others, particularly those who are his near-equals. 


While Lecter is quite extrordinary from an abnormal psychology perspective, Jungian and Humanistic views 
offer rather substantial insight. In essense, one cannot comprehend Lecter objectively and scientifically. In his 
own words, Lecter must be understood, not quantified. Lecter is undoubtably an 
Introvert-iNtuitive-Thinking-Judger (INT]), though of course no one has ever developed a sophisticated 
enough test to confirm this. Lecter is the definitive misanthropist, one who at times obtains seclusion by 
consuming those who prevent it. He interacts on a person to person basis, avoiding groups. The mind of 
Lecter is a textbook example for the Promethian (iNtuitive-Thinking) temperment, he is an cold, calculating 
intellectual whose mind is incessiantly active. 


In nearly all INTJs, others are viewed and classified into two distinct groups. The vast majority of 
acquantances are lumped into the category of the helpless rabble, the masses who live out their entire lives in 
quiet desperation. These are looked upon with quaint fondness at best, with contempt more often. The INTJ 
looks down upon them as intellectual children, and is nearly emotionally impervious to any attacks. However, 
a small elite meet the INTJ's mental standard. The INTI's thinking is sh arply polarized, there is little or no 
overlap between the two groups. For those who are considered to be a part of the elite group of peers, the 
situation is quite different. The INTJ desires and actively pursues their respect. 


The chief desire Lecter posesses is that of power: both mental and ,to a lesser extent, physical. For Lecter, this 
power manifests itself in knowledge and perception. With almost Holmesian perceptivity, Lecter analyses and 
remembers all that he is exposed to. Clearly, Lecter views himself as an entity which is expanding and 
encompassing the universe. The gateway to this expansion is Lecter's insight. Once he has absorbed his 
victims' mind, he then consumes their body. 


While Lecter desires power and control above all other interests, a significant secondary desire is that of 
respect. As with all INTJ s, their major goal of social interaction is to instill in other a sense of respect or even 
awe. While the manner s to achieve this are many, Lecter's major tactics are to frighten the masses and amaze 
those he deems capable of appreciating him. We all respect that which we fear, and this undoubtably plays 
some (albeit lesser) role in his cannablistic tendencies. Lecter took great delight in his tabloid nickname 
"Hannibal the Cannibal", and makes numerous references to his cannabalism in his initial interview with 
Starling. Once he has deemed someone intellectual capable, he shifts his respect methods towards more 
dramatic demonstrations of his powers of perception. This was the case with Starling, whom he acquired a 
definite respect for. When consulted for the Buffalo Bill case, Lecter stubbornly refused to provide any mere 
"stool pigeon" leads, rather in an almost P.T. Barnum fashion, he flaunted with great flair his intellectual 
prowess as he psychoanalysed Bill. 


One of the central themes of the Lecter Legacy (Red Dragon and Silence) is that of the triumph of Humanism 
over that of Freudian and other objective views. And this is the key to insight into their central character, 
Hannibal Lecter. For, if we were suddenly given incredible perception and insight into others, as well as the 
complete conviction that morality was nonexistant, would our actions differ in the slightest from Lecter's? 
Mine certainly would not. 


Lecter's Letters 







.. 


Dr. Lecter, following his imprisonment, maintained huge volumes of correpsondence with researchers, 
"friends", and admirers. Aside from publishing wonderful article in various psychological journals, he would 
periodically send friendly christmas cards to his enemies. 


Journals that Lecter has been published in include The American Journal of Psychology, The Journal of 
Abnonnal Psychology, The Journal of Clinical Psychology, and The General Archives. His published works 
are varied, ranging from articles on surgical addiction to left-side, right-side facial displays, but he has never 
published anything concerning serial murder or sociopathology. One particularly interesting work involved his 
cooperating with Chilton's attempts at studying him. Before Chilton could publish what he thought he had 
learned about Leeter, Leeter published an article on what he had learned about Chilton. 


Following his escape, the FBI began a massive campaign to try and acquire as much of his correspondence as 
possible, hoping for some clue as to his where-abouts, as well as for psycholinguistic analysis. We are given 
on brief glimpses into his writing style, mainly through three letters, the text of which has been released by the 
FBI. 


In his letter to the Red Dragonffoothfairy, Lecter used a book code based on "The Joy of Cooking". The 
following letter is probably not the best example of Letter's writing style, since it's fonn has such artificial 
conventions placed on it. 


Dear Pilgrim, 


You honor me ... You're very beautiful... I offer 100 prayers for your safety. Find help in 
John 6:22,8:16,9:1; Luke 1:7,3:1; Galatians 6:11, 15:2; Acts 3:3, Revelation 18:7, Jonah 
6:8 ... 


Bless you, 666 


100 prayers conveyed the infonnation that the key would be based on page 100. The bible verses which follow 
tell line and letter (ex John 6:22=22nd letter on the 6th line of p 100 of the Joy of Cooking). When decoded, 
the hidden message read "Graham home Marathon, Florida. Save yourself. Kill them all." 


••• 


One of Hannibal Lecter's main "points" in his conversations with Starling revolved around his disgust for 
modem psychology's efforts to objectively study the mind-- to quantify it. This is reiterated in his earlier 
conversations with Graham, who caught him. Lecter held that Graham was able to catch him because deep 
down, Graham was just like him. 


Dear Will, 


A brief note of congratulations for the job you did on Mr. Lounds. I admired it enourmously. 
What a cunning boy your are! 


Mr. Lounds often offended me with his ignorant drivel, but he did enlighten me on one thing
your confinement in the mental hospital. My inept attorney should have brought that out in 
court, but never mind. 


You know, Will, you worry too much. You'd be much more comfortable if you relaxed with 
yourself. 


We don't invent our natures, Will; They're issued to us along with our lungs and pancreas 
and everything else. Why fight it? 







I want to help you, Will, and I'd like to start by asking you this: When you were so depressed 
after you shot Mr. Garrett Jacob Hobbs to death, it wasn't the act that got you down, was it? 
Really, didn't you feel so bad because killing him felt so good? 


Think about it, but don't worry about it. Why shouldn't it feel good? It must feel good to 
God-- He does it all the time and are we not made in His image? 


You may have noticed in the paper yesterday, God dropped a church roof on thirty-four of 
His worshippers in Texas Wednesday night-- just as they were groveling through a hymn. 
Don't you think that felt good? 


Thirty-four. He'd let you have Hobbs. 


He got 160 filipinos in one plane crash last week-- He'll let you have measly Hobbs. He 
won't begrudge you one measly murder. Two now. That's all right. 


Watch the papers. God always stays ahead. 


Best, 
Hannibal Lecter, M.D. 


• • • 


Next to Chilton, Lecter probably had the least respect for Jack Crawford, who, with his questionaire, was a 
champion of quantification. When Crawford's wife Bella died, Lecter sent him a letter which quotes John 
Donne's The Fever: 


o wrangling schools, that search what fire 
Shall burn this world, had none the wit 
Unto this knowledge to aspire, 
That this her fever might be it 


I'm so sorry about Bella, Jack 
Hannibal Lecter 


Lecter and Italy 


Of the few personal sides we see of Lecter, we do get many comments on his love of Italy. His cell has 
drawings of the Duomo seen from the Belvedere, two buildings in Florence. Lecter is seen reading Poetry 
Magazine's Italian Poetry issue. Lecter's notorius meal, Liver with some fava beans and a nice Chianti, is 
Italian in origin. Lecter quotes Marcus Aurelius. The very name Hannibal Lecter is from Latin (Lecter means 
"Reader"). 


Why does Lecter enjoy Italian culture and history? There are several different schools of thought on that. 







Firstly, the Romans were not unlike Lecter in that they were both civilized and violent at the same time, so 
perhaps Lecter's love for things Italian derives from his appreciation of the Romans. But if this were so, you 
would expect Lecter to be more fascinated with Rome and the ancient history of Italy, as opposed to Florence 
and the Renaissance. 


Perhaps, then, Lecter is a fan of Italian culture because of its strong role in the Renaissance. Lecter 
undoubtably relates to such great thinks as Da Vinci and Michaelangelo. Italy being the center of the catholic 
church and rich in cathedrals, perhaps Lecter's hobby of collecting church collapsings has a role to play in his 
love for things Italian. 


Probably the best explaniation is that Lecter desires a sense of refmement and culture that necessitates a 
fascination with some foreign, european culture. With the French being annoying, the Spanish having lost the 
respectability it once held, and the German language requiring one to hack up a lung to properly speak it, 
Italian culture was the one best suited to Lecter. 


The Death's Head Moth 
The death's head moth, Acherontia styx, is so named for a distinct configuration on its 
body which strongly resembles a human skull. Acherontia styx is indigenous to Asia, 
but it has a European cousin, Acherontia atropos Of course, the death's head moth is 


not truly Leeter trademark, rather that of Buffalo Bill. According to Lecter's interpertation, the moth held 
fascination for Bill in its symbolism for metamorphesis. Native to Europe, the death's head moth has a long 
and proud tradition in western folklore and superstition, beginning its horror acting career in the novel Dracula. 
Its host plants are Lingstrum vulgare, Lycium bar barum, and to a lesser extent Solanum dulcamara. It is also 
the namesake of the Acherontia atropos bacteriophage. The country (?) of Comores has issued an Acherontia 
atropos stamp. The adult moth is known for making a shrill chirping sound sometimes said to resemble a 
scream. Your humble droog and narrator is searching for a biological supply company which offers 
specimens, please let me know if you know of any. 


Livers... They do a body good. 


And what national hero HAS NT fulfllied his civic duty by pitching 
in to promote good nutrition? In an nationally broadcast advertising 
campaign, Lecter made viewers of aware of just how difficult it 
was to say cunning lines like "I ate his liver with some fava beans 
and a nice chianti". 


The following is a transcript of one of the most popular comercials 
in the ground breaking "Got Liver?" series. 


A: Hi! For ten thousand dollars: Who shot Alexander 
Hamilton?? ... Oh, I'm sorry, your time is up. 







B: Oh yeah?? Well, a game show host once tried to ask me 
a trivia question .. I ate his .. umm pancrea -er, urn. 
Kidneys? no no .. Large intestines? no .. umm .. 
A: Oh, I'm sorry, I'm just NOT scared ... 
B:Doh!! 


Movies/TV Shows with references to The Silence of the Lambs 


Lecter is everywhere. He has pervaded American culture, entertaiment, and ultimately, American History. Just 
as terms like "Uncle Tom" and "Scrooge" have taken on a life beyond their literary origins, so will Lecter live 
for decades to come. Below are just a few examples of Lecter in the mass media: 


• Ace Ventura: Pet Detective 
"I just got back from Ray Finkle's place. Cozy, if you're Hannibal Leeter." 


• Adams Family Values 
Baby Pubert is shown in crib wearing Leeter mask. 


• Bye Bye, Love 
"You'd let Hannibal Lecter be [the kids'] nanny if it meant you could get laid." 


• Cable Guy 
Jim Carey (in his 3rd movie with Lecter references) puts chicken skin on his face as Lecter did with 
Sgt. Penbrey's facial skin, and says "Silence of the Lambs." 


• Dennis Miller: Citizen Arcane 
"The average Washington politician doesn't give a damn about us and we give these guys way too 
much berth. We should be on these guys, up in their faces. We should be on these guys like Lecter on 
Miggs." 


• Duckman 
Features "Silence of the Lambs" action figures 


• Dumb and Dumber 
"I'd like to eat her liver with some fava beans and a nice chianti." [nudge nudge nod nod wink wink 
say no more] 


• Friends 
"Hannibal Lecter-- Better roommate than you ... " -Chandler to Crazy Eddie 


• Howard Stern 
Entertainment Weekly picture of Stern with a moth on his mouth. 


• Late Night with David Letterman 
Top 10 Iraqi Excuses and Top 10 Serial Killer Pet Peeves 


• Man Bites Dog 
Advertised as containing the "Most Evil Serial Killer since Hannibal Leeter". 







• Mute Witness 
Poster contains face with mouth sutured closed (sutures spell out Mute) in clear reference to Silence of 
the Lambs 


• National Lampoon's Loaded Weapon 
An entire character is based upon Hannibal Lecter: "What does Human flesh taste like?" "Chicken." 


• Rosanne 
Halloween Episode: "DJ" goes in Lecter restraints carried on a dolly. 


• Silence of the Hams 
The character of Animal Pizza, and the title itself. 


• The Simpsons 
Anthony Hopkins is wheeled in wearing Lecter restraints, mimics Mr. Bum's "Excellent" then makes 
fava bean slurpee sounds. 
Bart is restrained in a church by Lecter-style restraints. 


• Stay Tuned 
A comercial for" Silencer of the Lambs" 


Lecter Links 


Lecter is found throughout the net: Altavista lists over 400 documents containing the name "Hannibal Lecter", 
a number higher than most of the minor US Presidents. Here are a few of the better Lecter Links: 


S.D.T.L 


The complete script of Silence of the Lambs. 
The movie poster of The Silence of the Lambs 
A lovely movie clip of the infamous fava quote. 
Discussion of the imfamous Fava Bean. 
Marketing information on Chianti wines and Chianti, Tuscony. 
The Sir Anthony Hopkins Homepage. 
The National Enquirer once offered Lecter $50,000 for recipes involving human flesh. 
A very interesting point: When Silence of the Lambs was written, the chief anti-depressants were 
MAO Inhibitors (ancestors of Prozac and Zoloft). The chief complaint about MAO Inhibitors were 
lists of foods which would render the drugs ineffective. Three of the most sacred "forbidden foods" 
are Broad Beans (fava beans), Liver, and Chianti Wines. Proof can be found here. I imagine that this 
was a in-joke by Leeter, who certainly would have been familiar with MAO Inhibitors. 
The questionaire Starling gives to Lecter was a VICAP, which is administered by the FBI's 
Behavioral Science Unit. 


Essays 







The Shreiking of the Lambs, an excellent essay about Lecter and other horror icons. 
The Carnage of Identity, a literary analysis of Terminator 2 and Silence of the Lambs. 
An excellent analysis of SOTL. 
Masculine Women and Feminine Men, essay about gender roles in Silence of the Lambs 
The Voyager Essay on SOTL. 
Taxonomy and Serial Murder discusses Lecter at length. 
Italian Feminism and Transculturation relates the true-life horrors of a writer for the magazine that 
Lecter is seen reading. 
Empathy, an essay on violent serial sex offenders that mentions Lecter 
Another Essay at the same site actually quotes Lecter's advice in proftling. 
Annotated Silence of the Lambs is an excellent analysis of some of the finer points of the book. 
The bottom of this document contains an essay from a feminist point of view. It is complete 
excrlment 
A review of S.O.T.L, occassionaly critical (errrrr) 


True Lecter 


The Unabomber probably the closest thing we've had to a terrorist Hannibal Lecter. 
Hopkins says his only inspiration for Lecter was another favorite of mine, Hal 9000. 
INTJ, the Jungian/MBTI personality type of Hannibal Lecter (and your humble droog and narrator!) 
A murderer was found to have a tattoo of Hannibal Lecter. 
Andrei Chikatilo is known as the Russian Hannibal Lecter (though I doubt he's earned it) 
Kevin Poulson has been called "The Hannibal Lecter of computer crime", a title I doubt he is worthy 
of. 
The Internet Crime Archives has great stuff on serial killers. 
List of stereotypical serial killer traits. 
A work entitled Hannibal Lecter, My Father was written by Kathy Acker 
A Punk band called The Fava Beans is probably inspired by Lecter. 
Star Trek: Voyager tried to create its own Lecter. 
Sid 6.7, of Virtuosity, is also an intelligent serial killer. 
Seven's theological killer was definintely inspired by Hannibal Lecter, as discussed here. 
Copycat was also trying ot recapture the Lecter style. 
In 1995, Sgt. William "Silence of the Lambs" Kreutzer went postal and shot 19 people. 


Lighter Side of Lecter 


Wierd AI's 1992 Off The Deep End Tour stopped off at the Hannibal Lecter Dinner Theatre. 
Ward Clever's Prozac Fever, a very .. interesting text mentions Lecter (erroneously assuming HE 
skinned his victims) Lecter Vs. Dahmer! A very silly document. I highly recommend it. 
Silence of the Spam: Haiku mentioning Lecter 
A D&D-Type ~ involves Apothecary Hannibal Lecter 
A D&D-type character sketch for Lecter. 
Lost in Game Show Hell relates the nightmare of competing with Lecter on a game show. 
Cookety with Dr. Harold Lecter. 


Pages with links to Hannibal Lecter Hompage 


Annotated Silence of the Lambs 
JAM's Dismissed As Lightning Page 







Screaming Numbers 
George's Gazette 
Charles Nemo's Favorite Links 
Kriminalitat. Geheimbiinde und religiose Sekten 
SAEfame's Entertainment Page 
Voodoo Val's Homepage 
Mr. Stupid's Stupid Page 
Stage 
Catasexual Urge Motivation 
Star Trek: First Contact Reviews 
Mickie's Wamed Web Site 
The Black Stump 
3wNet's Movie Page 
Australian Business Access 
Dark Pheonix's Lair 
LeFran's Magick Theatre: Hole in the Infinite 
Glider's Homepage of Chaos 
Casey's Horror Links 
Shea's Millennium Page 
CentrePoint Movies 
HARARNAGRALANKAR 
PJ's Links 
Anna's Links Page from Hell 
Laverne's Homepage 
E! Online News 
The dark. beautiful underbelly of society. 
Roswell Air Force Base 
Horus of the Horizons 
The Unofficial Profiler Site 
Wallpaper Heaven! 
Medwyn's favourite movies 
Beautiful Hong Kong 
Authors on the Internet 
Apu's Homepage 
Horror Film Stars and Writers 
Sick and Twisted's Movie page and Mega-Links 
Parental Discretion 
Bob's Movies 
Eggza's Temple -- Links 
La cesta delle Chicche 
Tommi's Links 
Ted's GrateHul Homepage 
Jason's Serial Killer Page 
Wild Mood Swings 
Movie Links @ realnetnw.com 
Mazikeen's Movie Page 
CIN+MA MYTHIOUE - SUSPENSE 
Movies!, with many great links. 
Cool Movie Ouotes 
Damnation! Pick of the Week 
Adrlus' Adresses! 
Star Seeker Movie White Pages 
Toplinks Der Woche 
Crazy. pop 43 bil 
Itinerari Giallo e Thriller 
Serial Killers on the Net 







Odds 'n Ends 
Newton's Links 
Simply Warped 
The Jester's Nook 
Le succ s d'Aux fronti res du r el est aux limites du possible 
John B. Kraft's Homepage 
Plan 10. Inc 


Do you have a page that links to this one? If so, PLEASE tell me about it here and I'll add a link to you. 


( Add a link to me! ) 


Page Awards 


This page was a "Lonster's Pick of the Litter" in August, 1996. 
This page was featured in Yaboo's Halloween What's Cool for Halloween, 1996. 
This page was the object of an article in the November '96 issue of Internet Underground Magazine!! 
(a real, actual printed magazine) 
This page was featured in The Daily Bikini. 
This page was a Dec. 3 Cool Site of the Hour. 
This page was rated 4 lips (maximumL 4) by ScriptTutor.com 
This page was awarded the Editor's Choice award by Looksmart, a subsidary of ultraconservative 
Reader's Digest. 


A Final Word 







Over t._i' served 
(with some fava beans and a nice chianti) 


This page is maintained by Cory Coleman. 
Please email any and all suggestions, corrections, additions, subtractions, integrations, or derivatives to him at 


cory.coleman@mohican.mwsu.edu. 


What kind of a sick, demented person would write a page like this??? Find out at Cory's Homepage 
And don't forget to check out Cory's Stupendous Yappi page and Dr. Okun page 


Did you like this page? Hate it? Tell me and the world about it at my Guestbook! 
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Summary 


This report highlights the major stages of constructing a forensic psychology profile, with the intent 10 inforn non-technical 
audiences about the process. To accompmh this goal, the report analyzes flctional offender Dr. Hannibal Lecter. 


Psychological profiling i!! the main investigative technique used in ca3es of serial murder. The profiling process consi!!t5 of 
five major stages: gathering information} classifying the offender} making predictions} suggesting a capture strategy} and 
recommending interrogation techniques. 


After all case infonnation bas been gathered and sent 10 him, the profiler will go about classifying the offender into major 
categories based upon style, motive, and focus. Following suce38ful classification} predictions are made about the offender} 
with the pUIpose of nanoving the suspect pool WIth these predictions in mind} the profiler "Will then make a -rniety of 
suggestiorl3 for law enforcement 10 follow in their attempts 10 apprehend the suspect. 


Because of an increasing emphasis on sucessful corLviction, the profiler will also include techniques for interrogation. If 
followed} these techniques should increase the chances for a full confession. 


In the ease of Thomas Hams's H8IIllibal Leeter} the offender is a psychiatrist tumed serial killer} responsible for at least nine 
deaths. Leeter is classified as an organized I tt.u:ill-oriented} process-focused} hedorristic serial killer. Attempts to capture 
Leeter should focus on using p:roacti~re techniques (e.g. ISl1.percop" ploy) to set up cmmm:mication betlreen Leeter and the 
authorities. Any attempts at gaining a full confession would probably be futile} but any irLterrogatiorl3 conducted should be on 
a one-on-one basi!!. 


Introduction 
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The m&jor investigative technique for c&ses involYil-.g serlel murder is the process of psychological profiling. Using tfilil 
proced ure I investigators can often resolve a case tI.tat would have been Ul1S0r.,able through traditional investigation. 


This report will attempt to descnbe the major aspects of profiling to an audience UD3yJlled in both psychology and law 
enforcement. To accomplish this feat, not only "Will genersl principles be presented, but these concepts "Will then be applied to 
the actual construction of an actual psychological proflle. 


With the 1991 premiere of the film TIle Sllence of the Lambs. seml homicide "flas brought to the front of the public 
consciousness. Along 'flith a relatively accurate portrayal of the profiling process, the film featured serial killer Dr. Hannibal 
Lecter. Much like Stowe's "Uncle Tom" or Dickens' "Scrooge". Lecter has become a well-known cultuIal icon. Because of 
the feme, and abnost popularity, of the Lecter c1laI8cter, this report's psychological profile will tlSe Leeter &S the subject. 


While most cIiminaJs who appesI ill popular entert8irunent bear little resemblan.ce to actual offenders, Thomas Harris, author 
of Sllence of the Lambs. conducted extensive research into actual bi3t)Iical seIial killers and consulted with the FBI's 
Behaviorsl Science Unit, which employs the country's leading experts on seIial violent CDme. A13 a result, Harris's cxeatiol1S 
are ftrmly grounded in reality. In fact. TIle Sllence of the Lambs's DBuffalo Bill" is directly based on Ed Gein. a 1950s serial 
killer who has probably been the subject of more study thart any other offender (Douglas, 1996). While Leeter is an amalgam 
of seversl different offenders, both he and Buffalo Bill are higbly realistic and therefore excellent candidates for profiling. In 
fact, The Silence of the Lambs is required reading for most courses in profiling (Davis, 1996). 


Background 
The first step in any type of ctiminal investigation is to assemble all available infomation about about an offender and his 
crimes. While 11m background infonn.a1ion may merely provides setting and oveme"fl in other fOIm3 of investigation, in 
profilirag, this background data, often seemiIlgly trivial, is actually the integral form of iMonnation on which the profile is 
bssed. 


Hannibal Leeter is a semI killer featured in two novels (Red DIagon and The Silence of the Lambs) and the trllO fibn versions 
of the novels. By examining the four bmw of film and 700 pages of Harris's novels, tfJe following backgrourui iMonnation 
abolIt Lecter va3 ~mb1ed: 


We are told directly that at the time of his escape, Lec1.er is 41 )'eaIS old, which places his birth at roughly 1950. Lec1.er 
graduated from medical school and went on to become an emeIgeIlCY room physician.. He continued in this career for a 
ntunber of years before svi:tching to p3)lChiatry. 


At age 36, Lec1.er began to mtuder with a regularity that would allow investigatoIS to connect the crimes. It is impossible to 
estimate just how many victims Lecter killed plior to this point, but it is known that he killed at ]east nine people prior to his 
initial capture. Additionally, two vic'tim3 survtYed attacks by Lec1.er, but suffered from insanity and ca1atonia as a result 


Infonnation on Leeter's victims isSC8ICe. One victim "l1/a3 a Princeton student whom Lec1.er bUIied in an unknown location. 
One was a worker for the US Census who had attempted m get some infonnation on Leeter. 


For many years plior to tilil initial capture, Lecter consulted for Virginia and MaryJand men1a1. hospi18.1s, and it is suspected 
that he in1.entionally effected the relesse of violent inmates for peI30Dal recreation. 


While any theortes about a psychological origin of his behavior are purely speculative, there is evidence that Lec1.er suffers 
from some fonn of genetic disorder. Electroencephlagrams (EEGs) of Leeter show some arlDmalous patterns which have not 
been linked to any known disorder. Lec1.er suffers from polydactylism: he has si"{ fingers on his left hand. Additionally} 
Leeter possesses a heighteIled serlSe of smell. TIJese facmrs suggest an organic cause m Leeter's violent behavior. Indeed, 
LeC1.er himself commen13 ." You. can't red uce me to a set of influences. You've gr· .... en up good and. e~ril for beha'?iornm. 
Nothirlg happened m me, Agent Starling. I happened ... 


Although tabloids dubbed him "Hannibal the Caruuoal," oruy a few of his victims were the object of carLnibalism. While 
many seIial killers ha~re been known to cook their victims prior to cannibalizing them, Leeter often prepared his meals in a 
gourmet style. On more than one occasion} Leeter seI'l/ed hUI/laIl. flesh m dinner guests} including a fomJer mayor of 
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Philosophically, Lecter is a cynic, particularly with. regard to fate arui religion. On several occasions, Lecter remarks about 
the random nature of the l.lI\h~I'3e and how t1m contradicts ba.sic 'iTe3tem religion. For example, regarding his crucifixion 
painting "Golgotha after the Deposition", Lecter remarks ,"It's what the thief who had been promjsed Paradise really got, 
'When they took the pa.3challamb a'W"ay: hislep broken, jUllt like his companion who moc}red Clhist" Although it 'ilOl.'Ild be 
unfounded to say Leeter experiences guilt, this nihili.stic rationali2ation is undoubtably the defense medJ8Ilism which allows 
him to integrate his ct'lltured intellect and his animalistic pa.33ioIlS. 


In t.he Hams II.O"ofels, we are direc1ly told about only two of Leeter's climes. 'The fim is the mulder of a hunter which led to 
his eventual capture, the second is his murder of two police officers and subsequent escape. Although the latter is actually 
shovn in the fibn veI'3ion of Silence of 'the Lambs, this second crime was more a meam of escape, whereas the fir3t murder 
is a better example of what Lecter "naturally" does. This murder is Inentioned directly as being "most characteristic of 
Lecter". 


During his career as a emergency room phy3ician, Leeter 1rea1ed a bow hunter who had been accidentally shot while hunting. 
Five years later, that same bow hunter became the sixth victim. The hunter was killed in his own garage workshop, irl which 
he kept wood-working and hunting equipment 'There were no sigIlS of forced eIrtIy and signs of a struggle were minimal. 
The body was found ]aced to a pegboard. Multiple injuIies of all varieties had been inflicted on the body, far ITJOre tharl 
"WOuld be necessmy to kill 'the victim. 


p.jter vie"Wing the CDme scene photographs, iIrofestigatoI'3 realized that the crime scene was mimicking "Wound I'tIan", a'irell 
known medical diagmn. which originated in 16th century medical textbooks. The "Wound Man" diagranl was meant to 
illu.3trate an array of various battle injuries. Armed with tbl3 insight, investigators were able to conclude that the Jrjller was 
probably a medical doctor, and eventually Leeter was identified and apprehended. 


Initially following :t.ri3 capture, attempts to interrogate Lecter or gain some measure of cooperation from him failed miserably. 
After all other meth.0d3 of intenogation had been exhamted> inves1igat0I'3 admiID3tered sodium ~ in an attempt to 
discover the 1ocation of his victims' bodies. Showing little or no response to the drug, Leeter proceeded to give investigators 
his favorite recipe for dip. 


Aside from his criminal interest, Leeter also has several recreational interests. A vezy cultured Dl8Il, Lecter"W8.3 fond of both 
gounnet dinners and classical music. DUIiDg his Memphis escape, Leeter:killed two prison guards while Bach's "Goldberg 
VaIiatioIlS" played in the background. Additionally, Leeter has sho'Wll an interest in I ta1ian ct'llture: his dra"Wings of Florence 
and his collection of Italian periodi.ca1s. Indeed> his name is I ta1ian for scholar. 


Classification. 


Once an available infonnation about a particular offender and his crimes has been assembled, proftlers try to classifty the 
offender into a variety of categories. To aid in the process, profilers use the Violent Criminal Apprehension Program 
(YICAP) questionnaire (Appendix A), wbicl1 consist) of questions integral1.D proper classiflcation. Not evezy offender can 
be easily classified into only a fev categories. Some offenders are a blend of several, often opposing, categories. No matter 
what the individual V8liations in an offender, classifying bim is the [lISt step in the corlStruction of a profile. 


Style 
The most fundamental level on which a subject is evalua1ed is organizationally. Whether a criminal is organized or 
disorganized affects every facet of his behavior I perhaps more than any other trait. Although the organized-disorganized 
typology is more of a spectrum rather th..-m two mutlJally exclUllive categories, there is a COn..<leIlSUS as to the nature of 
archetypal organized and disorganized offenders. 


The disorganized killer lJSuiilly com.mit) t.ii3 Clime wit.h little or rID prior pla.nning. TI.ii3 is not to say tIJ.e Cl.ime W33 not 
premedilated-- the offender t.tad 1ikely fantasized (I.bout 3u.r.b a clime for (ill extended pertod. of~. HO'irever, the. . 
disorganized murder is a murder of opportunity. The ~lictim is usually SOIT'JeOne known to the ofleruier, and the cnme scene 13 


abnost atways near the offender's home or 'llOrkplar.e. Murder T..reapOIlS are usually items which were found by the killer at 
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In contrast .. the organized offender pains18kirlgly plans his crimes and mirrirrJizes the risk of being apprehended. He may take 
great care to prevent the body from being found or identified. Usually he 'Will have picl'..ed out either the crime scene or victim 
iI ilY3. IIr I'p.rt~ps ~eeks, ir, ad vance. Unlike the disorganized offender, the organized k1ller IS not geograprucauy connnea, 
~ ronsecuttve c~ may be sepam-red by hundred of m:ile3. The organized offender, "With his advance knowledge of what 
he mtends to do, will have brought along mUlder veapons and restraints. 


Leeter is , of course, a highly organized offender. His victims are selected far in advance, as in the case of the Wourui Man 
mUlder, where the victim 'l18S a patient of Lec-rer's five )!em earlier. His StIa1egy is highly developed and mvor-res elabora-re 
planning. For example, Leeter s1D]e and concealed an ink pen days before he vouJd need it to escape from handcuffs. 


Motive 


The ne>..1 major classiflCation is offender motivation. The major motivational classes of selial mUIders are :t.tedonistic, 
vlsionaxy, control-oriented, and mission-oriented (Holmes &. DeB urger, 1989). 


The vlsionaxy killer suffers from a laIger, more peIV88ive disorder such as schizophrenia. The visionaxy usually murders at 
the request of hallucinations, often "With a moral or religious ju3tification for his crimes. In contrast, mission-oIiented kIDexs 
have a strong grasp on reality. The killers mUlder 'With the intent to effect some great change or eliminate a taIget group, e. g. 
murdeIing prostitutes to clean up a city (Holmes &: DeB Ulger, 1988). 


llJore common are hedonistic and control-oIiented killers. The hedonistic offender kills simply because he enjoys it. His 
focus may be on the tbIill of it or on the sexual aspectJ of the act In contrast, the control-oriented offender mUlders out of a 
need to feel powerful and in control of others. 


Leeter is certainly not a visionmy or mission-oIiented killer, and vbile he does have control-oIiented desires, his needs for 
power are fulfilled through his more intellectual activities as opposed to his murders. Clearly, Leeter is a hedonistic offender, 
as illustrated by Will Gxabam's assessment of Lecter: "He did it [killed] because he liked it. S'ti1l does. Dr. Lecter is not 
crazy, in any common way we tbink of being crazy. He did some hideous things because he enjoyed them. II 


The hedonistic offender type, the most common classification, is made up of two varieties: tbIill-oriented killers and lust 
killexs. 'While lUst killers are violent out of an association between sex and violence, t1u:ill killers often engage in little or II.O 
sex-related violence (Holmes &. DeB urger , 1988). Since there is no mention of Leeter engaging in any fonn of sexual 
assault, he is undoubtedly a tbrill-oIiented killer. 


Focus 


Another fundamen1al distinction is that of focus: process-focused or acHocused. Where the process-focused offender kills 
because he enjoys the actual process of mun:ler, for act-focused offender the killing is merely a necessary step required to 
achieve the end :resu1t of havi:og 3OmeoILe dead. In geneIal, visionmy and JDission-OIien-red killers -rend to be act-focused, 
whereas hedonistic and control-oIiented killers tend 10 be process-focused. In Lee1er's case, be achieved little or no real gain 
from havmg mUldered his victims and seemed to 'take great pleasure in the actual act of mUlder: signs vhich suggest Lecter is 
indeed a process-focused offender. 


Predictions 


The first goal of a profile is to nan:ov the suspect pool and I.telp law enfOIcement focus their attention on tt.te most likely 
suspects. To this end, FBI researchers have conducted extensive inteIVievs ",!ittl a large nUJr.1ber of captured serial killers. 
After classifying the offenders into tt.te above C8.tegoIies, researchers then noted traits vhich seemed to be COff.lmOIl to 
offenders in a particular category. As a :result, each category carries with it a set of predictions which apply 1D JnOst, if not all, 
of the offenders belonging to tt.te category. 


Based upon the classifications of organiZed, tbrill-oIiented, and process focused, predictions can nov be made about Leeter. 
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Since ~ is an oxganized offender, Lecter probably did not begin committing murder U1l1li the age of 30. He was probably an 
only. c~, or perhaps the eldest of several childrell. His victims were probably all white and either middle or upper elass, 
an~ It 13 IDrely that Leeter comes from a similar background. As a child, Lecter probably engaged in fire startirtg and cruelty to 
animals. As suspected, Leeter's IQ is probably well above average. 


Where a disorganized offender might be unable to hold a job or maintain a relationship Leeter probably led an active albeit 
supeIficial, social life. Unlike disorganized offenders who tend to gravitate toward ~rs in the Armyartd IYlarlrtes ' 
(Douglas, 1996), it is highly unlikely that Leeter ever beld. an interest in the miJimy or sporting events, even in his youth. 


:Researebem note that if an offender bas a particularly poor relationship with one parent, the killer will tend tD 'l8rget victims of 
same gender as the disIDred parent Since his victims are almost exclusively male, Leeter probably had a poor or non-existent 
relationship with any father figure, although be may have had some respect for his mother. 


Since Leeter is a tbIill-orlented hedonistic offender, it is reasonable to assume that Leeter's preferred methods of assault 
involved blunt fOICe, biting, and OCC88ionally cutting instruments. Although Leeter might use fireaIms if absolutely 
necessaIy, this type of weapon vould never be used in his "nonnal" mUlders. While other types of offenders might eo'rer tj,t8 


victim's face or otherwise dehumanize the victim out of a sense of remoISe (Ressler, 1988), as a ttJIill-oIiented offender, 
Leeter's attacks might actually tend to be directed at the victim's face: an assertion strengthened by his escape, wbere be bites 
and maces one police officer's face, then mutilates the other's. 


Capture strategy 


A foremic psychology profile is rarely comtructed for purely academic interests. Ullimately, the pUIpOSe of JJlO3t profile3 is 
to apprebend an offender and prevent further loss of life. As a result, profiles include numerous suggestions for how tt.ae 
offender might be apprehended. Often 'these 31lggestiom are as simple 8.3 having investigators sean;h the neighborhood of the 
crime scene for individuals for fitting the already stated predictions. This simple tactic is sUIprisingly successful, particularly 
with disOIganized offenders. In the case of highly intelligent, organized offenders, capture strategies are genernlly much more 
complex. 


With his intelligence and skill in planning, it is highly unlikely that Leeter will be apprehended using conventional 
investigative strategy. Leeter'Wa3 previously captured at a time '"When the offender's identity 'Wa3 unkno"Wll 10 investigatDrs. 
No longer pOS3eSSing his fonner overconfidence, Leeter will18ke great care to avoid capture. His victimology will becoT.J1e 
increasingly vaIied and be will be geographically transient, moving from place tD place tD avoid capture. 


As in many organized offender C83eS, the best apprehemion strategy is a proactive one. Often in semI mUlder cases with 
oxganized offenders, attempts can be made to engage the subject in conveI3ation with the police. Proactive techniq \leS , 


strategies tD at1empt tD manipulate the offender's behavior, are often the most SUCCe33ful methods of apprehending offenders. 
A classic proactive technique, the "Supercop" ploy (Douglas, 1996), is an attempt to lure the offender into communicating 
with officials. Using the nevs media, one investiga10r is singled out 8lld heavily publicized. With various statements such az 
claiming that the unski11ed offender will be easily apprehended, the publicized investigator "throws down tt.ae gauntlet" , 
challenging the offender to contact him 8lld correct his eIlOl'S. Often, the offender take3 the bait and subsequen~ con1.acts the 
Supercop, which can lead to apprehension, as in the infamous 1950's "Mad Bomber" case. 


This type of strategy would be ideal for an organized offender such as Leeter, who would be very likely to rise to a 
challenge. Care must be 1aken, however, for with Leeter's academic background, he would undoubtedly be av..rare that the 
proactive technique is a trap and would take appropriate steps to simul1aneOusly accept the challenge and elude auttJOrities. 


Interrogation. 


In the past few decades, la"fl enfoICeIS ha~Je increasingly directed their efforts not only lDvaros capturirtg a SUSp8?t, but also 
to ensure a successful conviction. If a full confession is to be obtained, most likely it ",Till 0 bta.ined d UIing the period 
immediately following the suspect's initi8l arrest. FOI this reason, a profile usually includes suggestions for irltel'Togations 
during those crucial hours after the arrest. Typical strategies include overwhelrJ1ing the suspect with evidence so that be feels 
a conviction is inevitable and boldil1g back particularly emotional or convincing evidence U1l1li a key JrJOment in the 
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interrogation. 
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Since Leeter hag already been previowly apprehended arrd convicted, a confession is not as essential as in other cases wtJ£:re 
the SU3pect'S continued dellmtion is in question. However, should investigators wish to que3tion Leeter, the best approach 
would be an honest, straight-forward. one. At flD point should investigalors lie 10 Leeter or try 10 deceive him in any way. 
Instead, intenogations should be conducted by a single individU3l who, by being both humble and intelligent, could perhaps 
earn Leeter's respect However, Leeter has demonstrated his ability 10 withhold infonnation under even the most intense 
intenogation 3e3Sions, so any additional progress through inteIViewing is tlll1ikely. 


Conclusion 


Profiling is a fascinating technique which allows far reaching predictions to be made about offenders with startling accuracy. 
But even the best profile is subject to enor. No matter hov accurate the results may be. profiling is haIdIy an exact science. 
and its predictions 819, at best, educated guesses. 


Profiling offers police a chance to hugely narrow their suspect pool and capture offenders who would nonnally be almost 
impossible to apprehend. But a profile can only help lav enforcement to do its job. A profile. wbile often expediating 
apprehension, cannot ca1ch the offender. Ultimately, it is lav enforcement that holds IeSponsibIDy for apprehending those 
woo murder. 
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